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Syllabus for B.A. 3" Semester
History (Honours) under CBCS Gauhati University

HIS-HC-3016
History of India-ITI (C. 750 -1206)

Lectures : 5; Tutorial : 1 (per week)

Course Outcome: The completion of this paper will enable the
students to relate and explain the developments in India in its political
and economic fields and its relation to the social and cultural patterns
therein in the historical time period between c.700 to 1206. They
will also be able to analyse India’s interaction with another wave of
foreign influence and the changes brought in its wake in the period.

Unitl. Studying Early Medieval India :
(a) Historical geography; Sources: texts, eplglap}nc and
numismatic data
(b) Debates onIndian feudalism, rise of the Rajputs and
the nature of the state
UnitIl. Political Structures :
(@) Evolution of political structures: Rashtrakutas, Palas,
Pratiharas, Rajputs and Cholas
(b) Legitimization ofkingship; brahmanas and temples;
royal genealogies and rituals
(¢) Arab conquest of Sindh: nature and impact of the
new set-up; Ismaili dawah
(d) Early Turkish invasions: Mahmud of Ghazna; Shahab-
ud-Din of Ghur
Unit I11. Agrarian Structure and Social Change:
(@) Agricultural expansion; crops
(b) Landlords and peasants
(c) Proliferation of castes; status of untouchables
(d) Tribes as peasants and their place in the Vama order



UnitIV. Trade and Commerce:
(a) Inter-regional trade
(b) Maritime trade
(c) Medium of exchange
(d) Process of urbanization
(e) Merchant guilds of South India
UnitV. Religious and Cultural Developments:
(a) Bhakti, Tantricism, Puranic traditions; Buddhlsmand
Jainism; Popular religious cults
(b) Islamic intellectual traditions: Al-Biruni; Al-Huj
(c) Artand architecture: Evolution of regional styles

Readings:
R.S. Sharma, Indian Feudalism (circa 300 - 1200).
B.D. Chattopadhyaya, The Making of Early Medieval Indi
R.S. Sharma and K.M. Shrimali, eds, Comprehensive Histo;yo
India, Vol. IV (A & B). ’
Mohammad Habib and K.A.. Nizami, eds, Comprehensive Htstory
of India, Vol. V, The Delhi Sultanate
Hermann Kulke, ed., The State in India (AD 1000 - AD 1700)
N. Karashima, South Indian History and Society (Studies froi
Inscriptions, AD 850 -1800
Derryl N. Maclean, Religion and Society in Arab Sindh,
Irfan Habib, Medieval India: The Study of a Civilization,
Richard Davis Lives of Indian Images.
Romila Thapar, Somanatha: The Many Voices of a History,
John S. Deyell, Living Without Silver: The Monetary H"”O'yaj
Early Medieval North India. |
Vijaya Ramaswamy, Walking Naked: Women, Society, ang fﬁ
Spirituality in South
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