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TRIBUTE TO SANGEETA BAIDEO..........

Ruplekha Phukan Barthakur,
Deptt. of English.

As I sit down to write a few lines about my colleague,
my cousin Sangeeta ba, my words,my pen does not flow
down.And as I was recollecting I thought that it is an honour and
privilege to pay tribute today to a very special person our dear
Sangeeta ba. She was remarkable in so many ways.She lived her
life to the full and touched so many people during her time here
with us. We all have a laleidoscope of memories that we will
always carry with us, memories that we will always hold dear.

As I look through the kaleidoscope of her life I see the
many valued and meaningful roles that Sangeeta ba played. First
and foremost a family woman unequivocally and selflessly. She
was a devoted wife to Prasanta Bhindeo, lovely and caring mother
to Mika, lovely daughter to Anima borma, a caring sister to -
Bobby and Tusmi. She took all these roles to heart and she strove
to honour, support, guide and most importantly love the family.
As the kaleidoscope turns, I see Sangeeta ba, the friend. She
was a good friend to many. She could be counted on and de-
pended on always, whether you needed sound counsel, an em-
phatic ear, a shoulder to lean on, companionable silence, she
was always there ready, steadfast,willing and shy at times.

Sangeeta ba continued to toch many others and as we
look through the memory of her life, we see Sangeeta ba, a re-
spected colleague. She shared her expertise with all her col-
leagues, she worked hard and consistently and never stopped
learning. she led by example and mentored many youngsters.
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Sangeeta ba was a role model and an inspiration to so many. itis
impossibe to pay tribute to Sangeeta ba without recognising tha
important role that she played in her life. She strove alwa)./s to
be the best she could be- a family woman, colleague, friend
and inspiration to others.

It is very hard to say goodbye and we don’t want to, but
we need to remember her as she touched so many people’s
lives so positively. Sangeeta ba left the world a better place
than when she found it and for that we will be alwyas grateful.
We miss you- but we will remember you fondly...always....

‘Its difficult to see you go

‘The college will be stripped bare

Ifthe person who gave it

The most amount of care

Its hard to bid farewell

To a person so respected

Without you this college

Will feel so deserted _Its tough to say goodbye. To a

person so valued. In your absence this college. Is going to be
sosubdued..... (Anonymous).
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Adieu........ the bird has flown away

Sumitra D' Chettry
Asstt. Prof, Depitt. of English

English?............... Tuktuki's Friend?................. Myself
Sangeeta Barthakur, Deptt. of Economics... My friend will also
join..... 22 years back...... My first meeting with Sangeeta Baideo,
A personality with cool demeanor, I never heard a raised voice
in the two decades I was associated with her.

One day after my father's death, she came to my deptt. I
told her that I lost three important relationships of my life. She
consoled me saying ‘Every relationship in this would is an ex-
perience and we should treasure these experiences which sup-
ports us though out every juncture of life. I had never bargained
that Sangeeta baideo herself would be an experience to me so
early, an experience I will cherish to my last days’.

The taste of baideo's dahi vadas specially the ones she
brought during my pregnancy will remain forever in my taste
buds. As I pass the window of the Economics department, I would
say, Hello! Sangeeta Baideo and pass on. She would call me and
say softly. "I called you to see what you are wearing today, with
that enigmatic smile of hers. The window is still there, the chair
too, I pass by everyday but Baideo will never be there to ask the
same.

She remained a perfect economics teacher to her last
days. Economical even in her stay in this would, as she left too
early to the next world
Pray for your eternal peace ........... Adieu.............. to that
land of Happiness.




Remembeing Sangeeta Baideo

Mukta Purkayastha
Asstt. Professor, Deptt of English

“Twinkle twinkle little star

How I wonder what you are...”

How familiar are we with the rhyming lines, to all those
who had elementary education. When I was a small girl of five
years, very often my mother would point out to a star in the sky
and console her mind lighting me that it was her only brother
shining bright. It seems closest and dearest' ones turn to be a
star after death.

Yester night my eyes were wandering at the dark sky with
numerous stars all varying in light and sizes, My waning mind
was trying to ask that innocent question "What you are?" Are
‘Yyou all the kith and kin of wordny people always having an eye

of blessing on these left on earth peop 4
To day my ming wants to console my-self by saying that

may be our dearest an
tobe a star. Her brigh;i closest Sangeeta Baideo has also turned

quiet satisfied to see heyes and Pleasing personality makes me
the sky, et reflection in the bri ght star up above

ourney of my illness. To- day I
last few words "God is always
ke us happy" remains an

am here but she is no more. Her
beside us to cure and ma
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. irony herself had been deprived of God's blessings inspite of
much praying, and had been now only a memory in everyone's
lives. Her love and sweet soothing words still is heard being
echoed in all the corners of our common room. A Lady like
Sangeeta Baideo with so vibrant and amiable nature had cre-
ated a void among us. Her presence will always be felt and with
hearts heaviness and painful tears we bid her farewell to have
her soul rest in eternal peace and tranquility

May the Almighty give strength to Mika and bhindo to

bear the grave loss and accept life's harsh reatity of life and
death.
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In memory of Sangeeta Ba

Rosie Patangia
Asstt. Professor & HOD
Deptt. of English

You are a Star
You are a divine light
You are so pure
We all miss your for sure

May you live in etenal peace
And enjoy heavenly bliss
We pray for your soul
We pray to the Almighty’s call.
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‘Remembrance’

Arindam Chakma
6th Sem. Economics (Major)

Around 8.15 at night to be exact, when a message popped
out in my whatsapp, a cool sweat ran through my spine. I couldn’t
believe my eyes about the message of sangeeta Mam’s demise.
I could no longer control my emotions. How can I accept that
the person who is a family, who is a ‘Guru’, who is someone
who completes our Economics department, we wont get to see
her, talk to her or attend her classes anymore. Each and every
moment that we have had with her was opfront. She was the
only one, after my mother who would call me ‘Arin’, and my
mum would say to feel her presence when Sangeeta Mam Calls
me with that name, since she lives far off. So, at times. I feel
like She’s my mum. The care, the laughter, the sharing and the
anecdotes of her visit to Andoman & Nicobar Islands was enough
to make us comfortable, to feel her presence with us and to
make us realise the bond of love that we all share togather.

Weeks back before the incident at the temple, all of us
were discussing about the ‘Economic Survey’, and with Jayanta
Sir’s idea of Kaziranga we all were very excited. She was in our
classroom and i could see the shine of her eyes with excite-
ment and she said “You know its a matter of shame for me, I
have never visited Kaziranga in my life time.

When she saw me at the ICU she had a clear, pearly drop
of tears running through her cheeks and said ‘its paining’, when
I went to her at the hospital. Who knew it would be my last talk
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with her, who knew that she would leave us. sometimes I really
wonder, how could God just keep watching when his child was
getting bornt, how can he just snatch away someone’s life with-
out even realising the effects of that, to the related ones. Now,
we have lost her to a place where we cannot email, her, send her
messages, call her or write letters to her. She has left us in
complete and our hearts shattered.

“Chitti na koi Sandesh

Jaane woh knon sa desh

Jahan tum chale gaye

Is dil ko laga kar thes

Jaane woh knon sa desh

Jahan tum chale gaye™.
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Your goddess like face, reflected the intentions so
pure, you held for people. Misunderstood and wronged too,
yet always forgiving. I wish I could tell you how perfect a
human you were. You have been the pillar of strength for
me. I have never taken any major decision without consult-
ing you; for which you used to tease me that I am being
smart to evade future dissatisfaction and having a person to
blame upon. I wish I could tell you that though that may be
true, but the ulterior thought beneath is you cannot be wrong.
You have always encouraged even in the most hopeless of
situations. I wish I could tell you this how appreciative you
are over a late night call. Some people mentioned I have
your eyes. I wish I could see the happiness on your face
when you heard that.  know how much you like hearing this
rare piece of sentence.

You played the roles of a mother, wife, daughter,
son, sister, sister-in-law, daughter-in-law, aunt, friend, col-
league, and mentor in an unselfish manner. The multitude
of personality you led, playing each one flawlessly, adapting
with changing situations; this void has no replenishment.

Every moment you are being remembered. Aita,
flourie, mahi - at least once they have called out your name
in lieu of somebody else's. I have not committed this error
because to me you were the only one. I did not have more
than one mother to meddle names. It is said "People are
who they are”. Mummy's been criticized many a times by a lot
of people for being too mushy and selfless (yes right, for
caring too much; I know this because I am one of them).
For the moment she responds, "Bohut hoi gol,
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kiman kotha xunim aru; ajir pora nokoru." All lies. The next
day she is back to doing what she does.

Many beliefs have been staggered after what you
faced. Some things will never be the same. Nobody can
even come closer to what you were. I will try to keep up
the values you have inculcated in me. Knowingly or not, I
have learnt a lot from you. Every Teachers' Day, you are
the first person I have wished. If I can even be half the
woman you were, | shall consider it a tribute to you.

Somany hopes, so many aspirations; all left undone

and unfinished. Words shall never suffice, but words are all I
have.

Miss you.
-From all the earthlings. And since I always got an

undue advantage over everyone from you, Itake the liberty
towrite "I miss you the most."

P.S.
Kiman kotha, kiman xopun
Thakil adharua hoi roi

3 ok ok ok




Moumi Jethai - a tribute
Aveek Sharma

Sangeeta Borthakur (Moumi jethai) is a name syn-
onymous with selflessness and sacrifice. She was the eldest
among her siblings who include my mother and my mahi.
Words are not enough to describe her virtues and deeds. She
lived her whole life standing by the principle of always giving
and never taking. The one thing that i admired about her was
her bonding with her sisters. Any problem they had, the first
person they would look up to was my jethai. Not only with
her sisters, moumijethai always made it a point to leave a long
lasting impression on every person she knew.

It did not matter whether the person was her family
member or just an acquaintance. She helped without discrimi-
nation keeping other's happiness over hers. Moumi jethai was
also the head of the Department of Economics of the
Narangi Anchalik Mahavidyalaya. Her friends and colleagues
remember her as a dedicated lecturer who thought only
about welfare of her students. She always loved her stu-
dents like her own children in all her teaching years. I think
that any person who meets Moumi jethai even for once can
never forget her.

Moumi jethai was like a mother to me and my
cousins. She always saw to it that we were happy and
positive in our life. She left no stone unturned to in giving
her live to us. I can keep on writing about her but as I said
before words are not enough. There are numerous things that we can
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learn from her life. She was one of the most independent
woman I have ever seen who maintained a perfect balance in
her life. The biggest tribute we can give her is by incorporating
her virtues in our lives and fulfilling her expectations.
Moumijethai is now in a place where there is only good and
devoid of earthly sufferings. She may not be here with us physi-
cally but that beautiful smiling face will always be forever

etched in hearts. Adieu to moumijethai and we will always
love her as we did before.
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‘Life has to end, but love doesn't.
Manshi

Today, the morning has lost its light, the twilight has lost
its darkness, the dawn has lost its mist and the evening has lost
its sheen. Sangeeta Borthakur (my Maami), you were our family's
brightest star and we have lost you. Nothing in the family is
ever going to be the same without you. No matter whatever we
do to move away from this pain, we all know that there will be a
daughter who will never be able to hug her mother again, there
will be a husband who wouldn't look forward to weekends to
drive home all the way from Shillong, there will be an aging
mother who would be disinterested to cook her daughter's
favourite meal, there will be sisters and sisters-in-laws who have
lost their best friend who used to help them during their dark-
est days, there will be nieces and nephews who will never have
their aunt to.constantly encourage them to study and scale great
heights in life and even when they achieve it, you won't be there
to rejoice in their happiness.

“Maami, I know my words can't do justice to the amazing
person that you were. But know that you are loved beyond words
and missed beyond measure. You made every mother who has a
daughter, proud of herself and made them realise why their lives
have a little bit of extra sunshine, laughter and happiness. An
epitome of patience and determination, you have shown us all
how women can balance career and home. Your kind heartedness
and generosity is something that can touch anybody and every-
body. Today, it makes me cry when I open my closet and see the
things - the watch that you gave me after my Boards, some of
my prettiest tops, earrings, bracelets and many more. You were
—




. sofond of dressing up. Your story speaks loud to every girl that

she should give importance to academics but at the same time
learn to stay beautiful and impressive. Little did I know that the
recent stay at your place (January, 2016) was the last time you
would cook me different varieties of curries, pulao, chocolate
pudding and so many more. Had I known that the ill fated day
was so near, maami, I wouldn't have allowed you to stay busy in
the kitchen. I would have perhaps simply made you sit beside
me, hold your hands and talk with you. I still remember how
youshowed me the pictures of your Andaman trip, the way you
spoke about the deers of Ross Island and the tragic plight of the
prisoners of the cellular jail. All these revealed the tenderness
of your heart. Your comments on my pictures in Facebook had
become so routine that I would still expect again. You were af-
fectionate like a mother to all my cousins, compassionate and

caring towards all relatives, tireless, pious, strong-willed and
talented.

I wish you could tell God that you had a lot of work to
ﬁ.nish up. I wish you could tell Him that you had your PhD the-
sis work to complete, tell Him that you want to spend some
more time with your little super awesome family, and make
Him understand your biggest responsibility of finding the per-
fect match for Mika ba was still unfinished. I wish you could
explain God all these things. I wish you could tell Him that you
wanted to see your daughter on her wedding day, and how pretty
she would look and come to bless her. I wish you could come
back for your profession- the service that you would discharge
so dedicatedly, your students and colleagues who loved you so
much, your domestic helpers, and the endless people whose
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lives you have touched. I wish you could come back to inspire

me, Mika ba, Mithu ba, Barbie, Florie, Nikita (the daughters of
the family) to one day grow up into fearless, independent, edu-
cated and cultured women that you always were. There were so
many things to be completed in the family, a lot of people still
needs you to calm down their unsoothed souls because some
old wounds have still not healed. But now you are suddenly gone,
leaving everyone of our hopes shattered.

While we grieve your physical loss, please be comforted
by the fact that you are in a better place now, far away from
your scorched body and the excruciating pain that you had to
face, a few days back. Death has been too brutal on someone so
tender like you. But today your soul is free and it is at peace.
We will always treasure you in some of our favourite memo-
ries. We'll remember the good times we have had, the happiest
memories we created together and cherish them lifelong. Al-
though not physically, we will meet at every celebration, every
festival, every family get together we shall have in the future.

Most people can only dream about seeing an angel. Well,

I'had the pleasure of living my life so far with one, but now you
have flown away into the heavens. I feel from now on the skies
will look even more beautiful because heaven cannot contain
the beauty that you radiate. The sky is everywhere, so will you.
We shall fondly remember the mesmerizingly strong personal-
ity that you always were, and celebrate your spirit every year on

the 8th of March, the Women's day, which is also the day you
left us.

Maami, we miss you.
ok ok ok ok
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