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EDITOR’S NOTE

In Hindu Philosophy Shakti is described as the seraphic
power that resides in Goddesses It was believed that this power
was used to fight and destroy the demonic forces for peace to
prevail. Since the beginning of the human civilisation women were
considered as a very vital source of power as well as in today's
world women are excelling and proving themselves as the most
powerful beings in all aspects of fulfilling their duties and
responsibilities.Shakti is associated with women as female energy
as it is responsible for the creation of the universe and it is only
the sole power of a women to create another being by the concept
of birth.Various steps have come into force at an international and
national concern for the rights of the women and to remove gender
inequality. Even though such measures are being taken and there
is an uprise in our society regarding the growth of women
empowerment, there are still certain aspects like the mind set of
people with respect to women in which we lag behind.Hence it
becomes vital to make the people alert and uptight regarding issues

women face and providing them with attainable suggestions for
their empowerment.



Women are considered to be the symbol of courage and strength. A women
related Research Journal"SHAKTI, The Strength",published by Narangi Anchalik
Mahavidyalaya Women Studies and Research Centre,is a humble attempt to
study and research on various women related issues so as to bring a public
awareness for preserving women's rights and dignty. This is the 6% edition of
the journal in which the research papers are diverse in nature containing different
problems and prospects and hope it will contribute to the research work of
women studies and grow stronger in the coming years.

On behalf of the editorial board, we will ever remain grateful to all the
contributors for their valuable research papers to "SHAKTI, The Strength".We
would like to offer our heartfelt gratitude to the Principal (i/ c) of our college,Reeta
Dutta Hazorika for her moral support and all the members of Women Cell and
IQAC Cell for their constant support and appreciation.

Ruplekha Phukan Barthakur,
Deptt.of English,
Narangi Anchalik Mahavidyalaya
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WOMEN LEGISLATOR IN ASSAM FROM 1ST
TO 15TH GENERAL ELECTION

& BANASREE DEVI

Asstt. Professor
Dept. of Political Science, Narangi Anchalik Mahavidyalaya

Abstract :

Gender equality is very important at the decision making level without which
women cannot expect a gender neutral policy for the overall development of
their community. Unfortunately not only in India but in fact all over in the world,
women’s participation at the decision making level is very low. A similar trend
can be observed in Assam. In this paper | am going to examine women's

participation at the decision making level from the first to the fifteenth assembly
election of Assam.

Key words :
Women, Empowerment, Patriarchy, Status.

In democracy, women'’s active participation at the decision making process
is very important. Because through active participation they can themselves be
able to make laws of the land which is vital for the all-round development. A state
is the combination of both men and women. Therefore both men and women
should equally take active part in the decision making processes. But unfortunately
due to women’s low social status, ignorance and prevailing patriarchal system
restricted women from active participation of the decision making system of the
state .Not only in Assam but all over India women’s active participation at the
decision making process is very low .However one interesting point should be
noted here that as voter their participation is very encouraging but as an active
politician only few are interested to join in the active politics As a result they
cannot successfully make laws in their favour because it is the male person who
dominates the law making body of the state and they are not willing to give
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women equal status. In this paper | am going to discuss about women’s
participation at the decision making process of Assam from first to the fifteenth
general election which was held from March 27 to April 6, 2021.

The main objectives of this paper are :

(@) todiscuss about the socio-economic status of Assamese women.

(b) to discuss about various constitutional provision for the women in India.

(c) to discuss about the role of Assamese women at the decision making
process.

(d) to discuss about the obstacles of women'’s participation at the decision
making process

(e) todiscuss about the gender participation in the 2021 Assembly election.

() to discuss about the various suggestions to solve the problem

Methodology :

This paper is mainly based on descriptive methods and secondary data
which | have collected from different books, journals, newspapers and from
different internet sources.

SOCIO-ECONOMIC STATUS OF ASSAMESE WOMEN :

Before analysing gender inequality in political representation it is important
for us to know about the social status of Assamese women, because women’s
status in the society constitutes the background for their political empowerment.
Those societies where women are generally respected and are highly educated, -
in such society’s women are politically more conscious than that of the societies
where women'’s conditions are very poor.

The term “status” generally refers to a social system which defines the role
and position of men and women along with their enjoyment of different rights as
a human being.

- Assam is a state where both tribal and non-tribal live together and therefore
tribal cultures influence a lot at the non-tribal level also. In tribal societies, women
play a significant role which also influenced the Aryan culture of Assam. As a
result status of women in ancient Assam was quite liberal than that of the
contemporary other Indian states. Purdah system which was practice in most of
the parts of India was totally absent in Assamese society. Instead of dowry system;
where bride’s family had to give sufficient amount of money or other items to the
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groom'’s family; “ga —dhan” system was practised in Assam where groom’s family
had to give a price for the bride. Another notable feature is that girls of tribal
society could choose their own husband. Even widow re-marriage was practised
among the lower class people.

During the mediaeval period which was dominated by Ahom rulers though
women were not generally active in politics still some queens and wives of some
Ahom ministers played an active role in political affairs of the state.

The British people ruled over Assam from 1826. Their culture and behaviour
mixed up with-Assamese society as a result Assamese women got inspiration to
take part in public life. Girls’ schools were established in some parts of upper
Assam .But only a few girls were able to get the benefit of education. People like
Jaduram, Gunavbhiram Baruah and Hemchandra Baruah advocated widow
remarriage. In the meantime, many women participated in the Gandhian freedom
struggle. Many Assamese women were coming out to receive formal education.
But even though different changes were taking place in the society and women
were coming out of their house to fight for the country yet social conditions of
middle class women had not much improved. Even those women who got the
opportunity for higher education and worked together with men did not speak
much for gender equality. Nalini bala Devi in her biography mentioned that women
could not move freely at that time because society did not accept it. Nobody
thought about real upliftment of women; to make them socially and economically
independent.

After independent even though in many areas women'’s status had been
increasing, many new evil practices like dowry, bride burning, etc. were getting
included in to our society. A report of the National Crime Record Bureau reveals
that in respect to murder and rape, Assam secured the first position among all
the states of the country. The record reveals that in 2018 the number of rape-
victims killed in Assam was 66; the highest in the country. In 2017-18, 12750
cases of crime against women were registered in the state. Assam recorded the
highest number of rape in India.

Literacy rate in Assam has seen an upward trend and is 72.19 per cent as
per 2011 population census. Of that male literacy stands at 77.85% while female
literacy is at 66.27%.That means at least 34 %women were illiterate in Assam.
The work patrticipation rate of the women in Assam is considerably lower than

that of men in general except in the primary sector where the ratings are in
favour of women
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CONSTITUTIONAL PROVISIONS FOR WOMEN IN INDIA :

The constitution of India included different provisions for empowerment of
women in the Preamble, Fundamental Rights, Directive Principles of State Policy
and Fundamental Duties. It also provided Universal Adult Franchise for both
men and women. Besides these, to improve representation of women at the
decision making process particularly at the grass root level, 33 per cent seats is
being reserved for women at the Panchayat and municipalities. Articles 243D
and 243T of the Indian constitution provides reservation of seats for Indian Women
in panchayat and municipalities. These are included in the Indian constitution
through 73rd and 74th amendments. Though Government also tried to reserved
seats for women at the state legislative assemblies and in Lok sabha due to
some problems it has not succeeded till date. The government also passed
different laws from time to time to protect women'’s right. In different five year
plans Government includes different provisions for the improvement of the
miserable conditions of women. But these provisions are not properly
implemented due to negligence of concerned authority or lack of proper education
of women they are not able to avail these benefits. So their participation at the

decision making level is very important because only women can understand
the problems of women.

WOMEN AT THE DECISION MAKING PROCESS OF ASSAM :

Though at the initial stage of freedom struggle women had not largely
participated yet they always encouraged male members of their family to stand
against the British rule. It was Gandhiji who successfully encouraged women to
come out of their houses and take part in the freedom struggle.

After Independence Indian women'’s participation at the decision making
level has not at all been satisfactory, similar is the case in Assam. Though as
voter their participation has been quite satisfactory but they are not willing to
take part at the decision making level directly. In 1962 women voting percentage
was 46.63% while in 2019 general election women voters’ turnout was increased
t081.33%. Butin comparison to women voter's women representatives in various
Lok Sabha elections has not been increasing. The following Table 1 shows the
number of women who contested in the various Lok Sabha elections and seats
won by them.
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Table 1

Representation of Assamese Women in Lok Sabha election

Year Male Female No of seats in No of seats
contested contested Lok Sabha won by Women

1952 40 02 10 01
1957 31 02 10 02
1962 41 03 12 02
1967 47 02 14 01

1971 78 03 14 01
1977 40 03 14 02
1980 07 02 14 NIL
1985 104 04 14 NIL
1991 159 08 14 NIL
1996 129 08 14 NIL
1998 98 03 14 01
1999 106 09 14 02
2004 110 06 14 NIL
2009 147 1 14 02
2014 146 16 14 02
2019 131 14 14 01

Source: CEC Assam

The above table shows that from the first general election to the 16th general
election very less women had contested in the elections as well as won the
seats.

Another point should be noted here that the percentage of votes secured
by women candidates in various elections was not up to the mark. Though women
had come out in large numbers to cast their votes in various general elections
and it was increasing in each parliamentary election but in comparison to that,
women candidates were not able to gain more votes in the various elections.
Because of poor economic condition, not being able to give enough time in
election campaign or lack of political backing are the main cause for lower
percentage of votes secured by most of the women who were contested in the
elections. On the other hand those who were elected in the election or secured
higher percentage of votes they were generally economically sound or they
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themselves actively engaged in the political activity or they were backed by major
political parties of the state.

One point should be noted here that in the last general election 724 women
were contested alt over India in Lok Sabha election and out of them 78 women
were able fo win in the election which is highest ever in the history of Lok Sabha
election.

If we examine the women legislator in Assam from the first general election
to the last election we find that only few women were contested and able to win
seats in the legislative assembly though their number is higher in comparison to
other north eastern states. In 2016 assembly election women turnout was 84.1%
but only eight women were able to capture power.In the last assembly election
held in March April 2021,number of women legislators decreses marginally.In
2016 there were 94%male legislators and 6% female legislators whereas in
202 1election there are only 5% women legislators. Table 2 showed the number
of women legislators from 1985 to 2016 in Assam legislative Assemblies.

Table-2 ,

Number of women legislators in Assam from 1985 to 2016

Year No. of seats No. of women Percentage
in the Assembly Legislators

1985 126 5 3.96%
1991 126 5 3.96%
1996 126 6 4.76%
2001 126 10 7.93%
2006 126 13 10.31%
2011 126 14 11.11%
2016 126 8 6.35%
2021 126 6 4.76%

Source: Statistical report on election of Legislative Assembly in Assam

Legislators can play a very important role to shape the fate of women in the
state because it is the law making authority of the state. If they make proper
policies for the safety and development of women then it will help a lot in their
empowerment. For that purpose it is very important that questions regarding
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women development should be raised in the various assembly sessions. |
examined the various women related questions which were raised in various
assembly from 1990 to 2005 and | found that within these fifteen years only very
few questions are raised by our honourable legislators regarding development
of women .Another interesting point should be noted here that very few questions
are raised by the women legislators itself.

From 1990 to 2005 following women related questions were raised in the
Assam legislative Assemblies:

1. Question relating to weavers of Assam 14
2. Questions relating to crime against women 26
3. Questicn relating to Anganwadi centre 09
4. Question regarding women education and employment 1"
5. Women health and family welfare 08

Total 68 questions were raised within these fifteen years and among these
only few questions were rzised for the development of whole women and others
were asked for a particular woman or a group of women. Though government
adopted various policies for the development of women but due to ignorance of
women or due to negligence of our officers only few women were able to avail
those benefits. Another noticeable fact is that those policies are made by the
male members of the society. But only women can understand the problems of
women and therefore sometimes those policies are not able to become a
successful one.

Atthe grassroots level also though two thirds seats are reserved for women
but in reality most of those women are also controlled by their husband, father or
their party leaders. They cannot take any decision independently.

GENDER IN THE 2021 ASSEMBLY ELECTION :

In the 2021 Assembly election, only 74 women were in the fray against the
872 male candidates in the 126 member assembly which is a mere 7.82 per
cent of the total 946 candidates (The Assam Tribune4/4/2021). According to a
report of CEO Assam, 2,33,74,087 people were eligible to vote, amongst them
1,18,23,286 were male voters, 1,15,50,403 were female voters and 398 were
third gender voters. As voter, women came out in large number which was a
good sign towards political empowerment but, interestingly only six women were
able to attain power. But one encouraging point should be noted here is that, in
the fifteen member ministry (as on 18/5/2021) although there is only one women
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minister, i.e. Ajanta Neog, she has been entrusted with a very responsible portfolio
by the new Chief Minister Dr.Himanta Biswa Sharma. Ms. Neog is the first woman

finance minister of Assam. Earlier, also at the Congress led Tarun Gogoi ministry
she was entrusted as the PWD minister.

OBSTACLES FOR WOMEN ‘S PARTICIPATION AT THE DECISION MAKING
LEVEL :

Due to various causes women'’s participation at the decision making level
is very low .According to UN report (1985) women perform nearly two-thirds of
the society’s work but unfortunately neither in public nor in private space of their
homes they safe from violence. Awomen'’s household work or her work in fieid
never counted as work since they are mainly engaged in unskilled work. Much
of their work is non-waged since it is categorised as household labour. Female
mortality rate is also higher particularly due to mal-nutrition .At the decision making
level also their participation is very low .Some of the obstacles for lower
participation are discuss below-

. Our religious books are also responsible for lower participation. For eg. In
Manu's Smriti it is said that girls should be always under their father during
childhood, under husband after marriage and under her son after the death
of her husband. Similarly in Bible it is said that God created first Adam and
to satisfy Adam He created Eve. That means women should have no right
to take decision in public life.

Prevailing patriarchal norms in our society forbidden women to contest in
the election. From her childhood she was thought to become a good wife,
good daughter-in —law, good mother but she was never taught to to become
& good leader.

Political parties are generally dominated by male members and they are
not willing to leave a seat for women member.

Women fill insecure to go out for election campaign during night time
therefore they are not interested to contest in the election.

Though some women are lucky enough to get permission from their home
to contest in the election yet they have to complete their household
responsibilities and after that if she has time than she can contest in the
election. Sometimes women themselves are not willing to leave her
household work though she is permitted to do so.
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Women dropout rate in school is higher than men. So she has less
knowledge about decision making process of the state.

Highly educated women are not interested to join in politics.

Gender equality is impossible without economic empowerment of women.
To contest in the election women need some amount of money .If they
borrow that money from their father, husband or from party than obviously
she had to work according to their direction. She will be not able to take
independent decisions which is very important for her proper empowerment

SUGGESTION :

(1)

(2)
(3)
(4)

(5)

(6)

(7)

(8)
(9)

From the above discussion it is clear to us that, women’s participation at
the decision making level is very important but yet unfortunately their
participation is very low. On many occasions women are enemy of women.
Their mother, mother-in-law, sister-in-law and friends prohibit them to contest
in the election. First, mind-set of the people should be change.

Male members of political parties should encourage their female members
to contest in the election.

Women should themselves organise political parties so that they are not
facing any obstacle from their male partners to contest in the election.

To properly carry their child caring responsibilities proper arrangement
should be there near the parliament or legislature so that they can feed
their child or look after them whenever necessary.

Since girls child drop out is higher after primary education they should be
train about their rights and duties at the primary level so that they can know
about the various rules of our constitution to some extent.

Those women who were able to capture power they should be free to work
for the development of women .But on many occasion they were not able
to speak on behalf of women due to party obligations. As for example
Susma Swaraj was normally vocal on the women’s issues but she remained
silent on Bhanwari Devi rape case because one of the accused was a BJP
leader.

Moreover due to lack of proper grass-root political background the women
representatives do not able to take their role seriously. Therefore they should
be properly trained before giving party ticket to contest in the eiection.
Social conditions that oppress women must be reform.

Educational opportunities of the right type must be nrovided.
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CONiLES;IC;:r from the above discussion that without proper k‘;vpo::ereal
representation at the decision making level our society cannot dev:3 ke the.
sense proper development. It is true that women should haverwlth proper.
household responsibilities but if both men and women work togethe olop society.
understanding and cooperation than only we can get an actually dev
which will be free from any exploitation or oppression.
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WOMEN ISSUES AND CHALLENGES
DURING LOCKDOWN PERIOD OF

COVID 19 PANDEMIC IN INDIA

&5 GITIKA SHARMA

Asstt. Professor
Dept. of Political Science, Narangi Anchalik Mahavidyalaya

Abstract :

The outbreak of the Novel Coronavirus disease has drastically affected
the lives of everyone around us. The never-imagined effects of such a pandemic
are still being processed by us to adapt in our daily lives and respond to it. In
India, where inequalities against women are intuitively practised, the disparity
was further worsened due to the lockdown imposed by the government to contain
the COVID-19 pandemic.

According to the official data of the National Commission for Women (NCW),
domestic violence complaints have increased by 2.5 times since the nationwide
lockdown began in India. Some of the researchers are referring to this as the
next pandemic or shadow pandemic of India. In 201 9, the commission received
607 cases between March to May, while in 2020, they registered 1,477 cases.
From the economy, to their health systems, to their homes, COVID-19 is affecting
girls and women. So in this paper an attempt has been made to study the new
challenges and issues of women occured due to Covid 19 pandemic and to find
out a good solution for eradicating complexities of gender inequalities.

Introduction :

Change is inevitable in a society. But the changes brought by the Covid 19
pandemic has been so unfortunate that it has left no one person in this world
unaffected by it. Already in our Indian society there exists gender inequalities.
And as a result of the emergence of pandemic situation, women has to face
many more new challenges which are complex and interrelated.Various evidences
show that women and girls were affected tremendously during the lockdown
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period of Covid -19 pandemic and in comparision to men, women were more
vulnerable. o ‘ |

A profound shock to our societies and economies, the COVID-19 pandemic
underscores society's reliance on women both on the front line and at home,
while simultaneously exposing structural inequalities across every sphere, from
health to the economy, security to social protection. In times of crisis, it's very
common that resources become strained and there is limited institutional
capacity. During lockdown period in India also same situation prevailed. And it
was very unfortunate that women and girls were the worst sufferers of that
situation. Hard-fought gains for women's rights are also under threat. Responding
to the pandemic is not just about rectifying long-standing inequalities, but also
about building a resilient world in the interest of everyone so that the worst
sufferers can have a just space for them. In this paper an attempt has been
made to study the new issues and challenges confronted by the women in India
that are created by the Novel Coronavirus pandemic.

Objectives :
The main objectives of this paper are as folows-

1.  Tostudy the new challenges of the women in India that have been created
during the Covid 19 pandemic period.

2. To examine the gender differences in Indian society during Covid period.

Methodology :

The study is based on the secondary data which are collected from various
sources like books, news papers and internet. The study has been carried out
with descriptive method of inquiry.

Issues affecting women and girls during lockdown period of COVID-19
Pandemic :

The Covid 19 crisis has affected women severely and Indian women are
no exception to it.

Economic issues and challenges of women in India during COVID -19
pandemic :

The pandemic has disproportionately affected women, especially those
who are part of the labour workforce. According to an analysis, COVID-19 and
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gender equality: Countering the regressive effects, conducted by McKinsey Global
Institute in the year 2020, women are more vulnerable and susceptible to COVID-
19-related economic effects because of the already existing gender inequality.
Using the unemployment data, trends and surveys in the United States and
India, the study estimates that female job loss rates owing to COVID-19 are
about 1.8 times higher than the male job loss rates globally, at 5.7% versus
3.1%, respectively. According to the Center for Monitoring Indian Economy, the
already low labour participation rate for women has shrunk even further after the
pandemic to 11% compared to 71% for men.

The outbreak of the coronavirus pandemic is not just a health emergency
for India. It affected each and every aspect of our lives. When in March 2020,
lockdown was imposed in India, more than 120 million workers lost their jobs
overnight. Majority of these workers were from the informal sector and among
them half were women. And when by November 2020, the situation started to
improve, men who had lost their jobs had regained most of it and left behind
were women - with no jobs, and no social security left for them.

The female workers in India are by and large part of the informal sector
and earn low and uneven wages. And due to lockdown, it will likely to push
female workers further into poverty, increasing their dependence on men. Since
their daily wages have stopped, their lives are moving towards uncertainity. With
a huge informal workforce and persistent gender-based occupation segregation,
it goes without saying that the COVID-19 pandemic is intensifying pre-existing
gender inequalities, exposing vulnerabilities across every sphere, from health to ™'
the economy, security to social protection and women continue to bear the
maximum brunt simply by virtue of their sex.

In fact the major impact of lockdown on the daily wage female workers is
quite evident on their income which resulted in their mental stress and family
clashes and even proved to be the cause of death for many of them. Livelihoods
of paid domestic workers, who are mostly migrant workers in urban centers are
excluded from nearly all basic essential working conditions-paid annual leave,
medical leave, working time, minimum wage coverage and social security. Due
to lockdown most of them like- the house maids, sales girls in the malls, women
labourers in construction work etc. find themselves stranded and reliant on their

employers good will. Their inflow of income is solely dependent on their individual
employers.
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Women in India do not have the same access to healthcare, edycation
and jobs in comparison to their male counterparts. India ranks 112th oyt of the
153 countries mapped in the World Economic Forum's 2020 Global Gender
Gap Index, that uses the pre-pandemic data. For a country that has women as
48% of its popuiation, they contribute only 18% to the country's economic output.
The figures are upsetting and distressing.

The job loss has impacted women grievously, upending their lives with
ramifications that are irreversible. The pandemic has increased their unpaid work
and has put extra burden on women through increased domestic responsibilities,
household chores and child care demands. If continued, women will be squeezed
out of the productive economy soon.

Comparing the Gender Budget Statement 2021-22 with those released
over the last 16 years, it is found that India's first pandemic Gender Budget has
largely followed historical trends rather than accommodating new priorities posed
by the pandemic. The Gender Budget has remained concentrated within a few
ministries and in traditional spending areas. Only 34 of the over 70 central
ministries and departments reported allocations in the Gender Budget Statement
in 2021-22, .

Recognising the disproportionate impact of COVID-19 on women globally,
the United Nations has highlighted several key areas as short-term priorities for
government action, including social protection, prevention of domestic violence,

skill training, public transport, digital literacy and support for unpaid care work. - -

In India, spending for social protection schemes was increased to 21% of
the Gender Budget in 2020-21, largely owing to the financial inclusion programme
PM Jan Dhan Yojana and the free cooking gas programme for poor families, PM
Ujjwala Yojana, but these find no mention in the 2021-22 Gender Budget.

Health issues :

There is rarely a crisis or calamity that doesn't impact women differentially
-COVID-19is no exception. The diversion of resources towards the emergency
response to the outbreak has impacted essential non-COVID-19 health services,
including sexual and reproductive health (SRH), family planning and abortion
services globally, thereby threatening to reverse the limited gains made in ensuring
due priority to women's health.

The evidence gathered from past epidemics as well as the existing evidence
around the impact of COVID-19 suggests that the disruption of essential health
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services puts women and girls at risk of decreased access to services as
resources are diverted from routine health services, including pre- and post-
natal health care, family planning and contraceptive supply and other reproductive
health services.

In March 2020, when the pandemic spread, India witnessed a nationwide
lockdown limiting the movement of its 1.3 billion popuiation. What was meant to
be a COVID-19 prevention and management strategy had unparalleled impact
on women's ability to access SRH and abortion services. Several factors
contributed to restricted access, including suspension of transport facilities,
shutdown of private facilities, conversion of public health facilities into COVID-
19 treatment centres, diversion of medical professionals towards COVID-19
emergency response and stock outs of contraceptives and medical abortion
drugs due to interruptions in supply chains. The pandemic also saw the
emergence of fear psychosis, with women refraining from visiting health facilities
for the fear of being infected. Thus mental health is another aspect of women
well being which was very badly affected during this pandemic.

Generally, during crises, epidemics and pandemics, women tend to take
up more caregiver responsibilities than usual, often at the expense of their own
health. Particularly in the Covid-19 crisis, wherein we come across some
instances where families have to stay at home while self-isolating or during
movement restrictions, women can be overworked and overstretched as they
take on more domestic care. This increasing burden of care can also take time
away from paid work. The responsibility of taking care of the sick at home also
often falls more on the women. In some cases, they have a double- barrel role of
being the caregivers both at work and at home.

Like some other countries, in India also lockdown and isolation policies
were implemented which put women at a higher risk of domestic and sexual
abuse as they are likely to spend more time with their abusers. The United
Nations Entity for Gender Equality and the Empowerment of Women, also known
as UN Women, even talked about this violence as a shadow pandemic. The
need for protection of women against abuse is therefore heightened during the
pandemic. Studies looking into the surveillance and evaluation of effective

interventions for those at risk of domestic violence during the pandemic are stili
lacking.
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Pandemic and Gender-Based Violence :

Quarantine has been an effective measure of controlling infection since
the 14th century. Since then, the practice of quarantine has been utilized to
reduce the spread of contagious diseases. With the declaration of COVID-19 as
a global pandemic, there is a mounting pressure on the governments to take
measures to reduce the community spread of the disease. Hence, in the absence
of a vaccine or effective treatment, going into quarantine for varying periods of
time is being adopted as an option by most countries. This has led to a drastic
alteration in the day-to-day lifestyle of the individuals. Most of the work is being
done from home, and efforts are being made to maintain social distance. These
measures are crucial to the protection of healthcare systems. However, the
positive efforts to tackle COVID-19 have negative consequences associated
with them. These negative consequences include the risk of losing jobs, economic
vulnerabilities, and psychological health issues resulting from isolation, loneliness,
and uncertainty, among others. This can be regarded as the quarantine paradox.
History has witnessed the weakening of the states in the face of pandemics and
outbreaks. For example, the Antonine plague of 161 AD had economically
weakened the Roman Empire. Past researches indicate that the risk of serious
psychological consequences increases with the increase in the duration of the
quarantine. Another downside of quarantine is the increase in cases of gender-
based violence that is frequently ignored. Gender-based violence is a form of
violence targeting a person based on the gender of an individual. It is a complex
phenomenon that includes combinations of sexual, physical, and emotiona]
violence and neglect or deprivation. CEDAW (Committee on Elimination of
Discrimination Against Women) has defined gender-based violence as a form
of violence that disproportionately affects women. Some common forms of
gender-based violence include sexual violence, violence against women,
domestic violence, and harmful traditional practices, such as female genitaj
mutilation.

Social isolation and mandatory confinement with potential abusers increase
the risk of domestic violence. COVID-19 seems to be similar to the pandemics
in the past since this too has resulted in an increase in cases of domestic violence_
Several media reports indicate a surge in cases of domestic violence in varioug
countries. An increase in violence against women in India during the globa)
COVID-19 outbreak has been described by the United Nations as a "shadow,
pandemic". According to the official data of the National Commission for Women,
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(NCW), domestic violence complaints have increased by 2.5 times since the
nationwide lockdown began in India Many women, who have been forced to
stay at home due to lockdown measures, have been cut off from support services
and have suffered at the hands of abusive partners.

Across the countries, during the lockdown, there has been a steep increase
in the calls to helplines and police stations. In India, a rise of more than two
times was recorded in sexual and gender-based violence (SGBV) during the
national lockdown. The total complaints received from women by the National
Commission for Women (NCW) rose from 116 in the first week of March to 257
in the final week of March 2020.2 In some parts of India, there have been a few
incidences of rape and sexual assault against women in quarantine centers.
According to WHO, the risk of domestic violence is likely to increase as social
distancing measures are put in place and people are encouraged to stay home.

Even though the lockdown lifted, women and men continue to work from
home due to social distancing measures. Due to work from home situations,
many women have to spend all the time with abusive partners in a confined
environment. Accessing help from formal or informal networks became more
difficult, and home can no longer be considered a safer place for all women.
Role expectations from the abusive partner, loss of a job, insufficient family
income, financial dependency due to temporary or permanent job loss,
overcrowded family environment, imbalance in work and family lives, and difficulty

adapting to current new situations could contribute to an environment that triggers
violence on women.

Increase in domestic work :

Women are witnessing an increase in domestic work. On an average,
women spent five hours per day on unpaid household and caregiving work
compared to 30 minutes for men, according to a time use survey conducted in

2019. As school closures continue and families remain at home during COVID-
19, women's care work has increased by almost 30%.

Lesser access to education, health and work opportunities :

The digital gender divide has worsened inequity in access to education,
health and work opportunities. In India, 63% of adult women own a mobile phone
(compared to 79% of adult men), but only 21% use mobile internet (compared to
42% of adult men). Women are systematically denied access to technology,
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with phone use governed by male relatives. With online classes, telemedicine,
and work from home becoming the norm, women are at risk of getting left behind,
unable to acquire the skills required to participate in a digital economy.

Issues of women working in the health sector :

Although the Department of Public Health and Preventive Medicine (DPH]}
explicitly mentioned that lactating nurses and those with some specific medical
conditions must be excluded from COVID-19 duty, in some cases many nurseg
all over India are employed in Covid duty.

Many female doctors reveals the fact that working for six hours wearing
personal protective equipment (PPE) inside a Covid-19 ward is tough, especiany
for women doctors during their monthly menstrual cycle. The social discrimination
that they face makes it worse.

The ladies who are working as ASHA workers also have been confronting
various challenges during Covid 19 period. Their duties and responsibilities have
been expanded but little was done to strengthen their paralysing social ang
physical protection. According to the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare'g
Model Micro Plan for Containing Local Transmission of Coronavirus Diseasgg
(COVID-19), ASHA workers were deployed to conduct house-to-house visits to
curb the pandemic. They are to report symptomatic cases, then carry out cohtad
tracing, maintain documentation, monitor the situation and create awarenesg
about the pandemic in the community. The data presented to us on the COVID),

19 cases every day from ground zero, i.e. each state, village or ward is Iargely
the work and toil of the same ASHA workers.

Findings : .
From the above discussion following major findings have been drawn.

1. The COVID-19 pandemic has widened the already existed gender disparity
in our Indian society.

2.  Women those who are working in the unorganised sector were affecteq
the most during lockdown period.

3. Women were experiencing the shadow pandemic of domestic violencg
during lockdown period.

4. Existing laws for women could not provide much protection to the women
in India during lockdown period.
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5. No effective steps were undertaken by the govt. Of India in the Gender
budgeting estimate.

Suggestions :

Innovative Strategies may be adapted to Handle SGBV : To tackle Sexual
and Gender based Violance (SGBV), China launched a social media
campaign as a part of the advocacy to break the silence against violence
during the lockdown. In France and Spain, the women survivors of violence
have relied on code words to seek help from pharmacies to report the
situation of violence. The United States launched Digital Services Toolkit to
provide information to survivors of violence. In India, NCW launched a
separate WhatsApp number to provide help for the victims of domestic
violence. However, these kind of facilities should be made available to all.
In fact it's publicity is most important.

The telehealth services have gained importance during the COVID-19
pandemic to connect to the people to provide needed help and support.
The health care professionals (HCPs) play a pivotal role in screening and
offering the needed support to the victims of intimate partner violence (IPV).
The HCPs should have adequate skills to screen for IPV, provide the first
line of support, and refer to needed help, depending upon the need of the
survivors. One of the prerequisites for screening using technology is to
ensure that the conversation occurs in a private environment.

During lockdown, the job loss situation has impacted women grievously.
The pandemic has increased their unpaid work and has put extra burden
on women through increased domestic responsibilities, household chores
and child care demands. If continued, women will be squeezed out of the
productive economy soon. Therefore Gender budgeting is very important
with special reference to the job less women workers along with those
women who are working in unorganised sectors.

The threat is real and the thematic debate on gender equality cannot
continue anymore just on papers, it has to convert into actions that set into
motion a holistic, comprehensive and inclusive recovery path for India.
Although the massive fiscal stimulus package by the central government
aims to provide support to the vulnerable groups, it is not enough. There
needs to be an introduction of gender-neutral formalisation at a greater

[}
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scale. Till the time gender lens is missing from policymaking and
developmental initiatives and till social orthodox, norms and stereotypes :
continue to marr and hinder women's participation in economic activities,
all that is done and achieved will become moot.

e  Adequate prevention and redressal mechanisms is needed to curb the
rise in domestic violence. Government unemployment support in India must
be extended to women workers who form a large proportion of the informal
sector.

° Policy responses must be immediate, and they must account for women's
concerns. Governments should consider adopting emergency measures
to help parents manage work and caring responsibilities, reinforcing anq
extending income support measures, expanding support for small
businesses and the self-employed, and improving measure to help women
victims of violence. Fundamentally, all policy responses to the crisis must
embed a gender lens and account for women's unique needs
responsibilities and perspectives.

° As India unlocks and seeks to build back better, it must continue to keep
women at the heart of its post-COVID-19 €conomic recovery strategy. In
the immediate term, gender-sensitive relief Mmeasures can be expanded,
such as widening cash transfers for vulnerable women and providing
incentives for the retention of women workers through wage subsidies anq
increased investments.

In the medium term, central, state, and loca| governments shoulqg
improve sex-disaggregated data collection to devise targeted policies for
women, while applying gender budgeting tools to ensy re sustained financing
for women-focused programs. ADB is sADB is supporting this effort with g
technical assistance program. Governments should also involve more
women in decision making - and design and implementation - of SocCio-
economic programs and disaster relief.

®  The existing women police celis should have mechanisms to connect to
the victims of violence immediately with appropriate resources.

L The local self-governance system can be involved, to some extent, to rescue
the survivor.

° Media can sensitize the public through educational messages about
understanding and identifying violence and scroll information about helpline

numbers during prime time programs.
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Mobile companies can provide information about helplines and rescue
measures as text messages/push notifications to the users, especially to
those numbers registered in the ID of women, and also have awareness
messages as caller tunes.

Mental health professionals should routinely screen for IPV and offer trauma
care to alleviate the psychological distress associated with IPV. Effective
safety planning should also be a part of the intervention.

Gender Budget ought to be prepared based on a roadmap by each ministry/
department clearly showing how they plan to meet gender needs, said
Aasha Kapur Mehta, head of the Centre for Gender Studies at the Institute
for Human Development.

Most importantly, women should be at the heart of India's post-COVID-19

recovery plans, with sustained financing for women-focussed programmes
provided through gender budgeting.

Conclusion :

On the basis of the above discussion it is found that in different levels of
the society, girls and women in India had to face different challenges due to
Covid- 19 pandemic. In India, where inequalities against women are intuitively
practised, the disparity has only worsened due to the lockdown imposed by the
government to contain the COVID-19 outbreak. Now the question is how can
the standardised norms of gender inequalities that are inherient in Indian socity
be given priority even in the pandemic period? Who is responsible for it--our
patriarchical society or government or the women themselves? Actually the
situation which was created during lockdown period was totally a new one for all
of us. In case of some families it was understood on the basis of compromise
and cooperation but was not genderized. But the overall senerio was against the
rights and wellbeing of the women in India.

A proper gender-specific treatment protocol is needed to protect the women
during the pandemic. Priority must be given in implementing the Protection of
Women for Domestic Violence Act, 2005, to safeguard women against SGBV.
Strengthening existing helpline services and one-stop centers, continuous
dissemination of information about these services through routine news, and
advocacy efforts using various stakeholders such as ASHA and Anganwadi

workers, police, local governance, media, and mental health professionals should
be done. '
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In the conclusion it can be said that people in our society may either Wa“‘s ,
to build a better resilient and equal society or they may leave half of the populatio
to teeter on the edges. The choice is ours and we need to be wise about it.
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EMPOWERMENT OF WOME
THROUGH WOMEN ENTREPRENEURSHIP:
TS MOTIVATING FACTORS IN THE
CONTEXT OF NE INDIA

& Dr. Mrinmoyee Bhattacharyya
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Dept. Of Economics, Paschim Guwahati Mahavidyalaya

ABSTACT :

Empowerment has been defined as a process through which man and
women increase their access to knowledge, resources, decision making power
and raise their awareness of participation in their communities to reach a level
of control. In case of women, the ultimate objective of such empowerment is to
create large scale awareness with the active participation of women themselves.
Such empowerment could be in social areas, or economic or political or other
areas.

Women form a large component of human resources of a country and a
nation can only be developed if its women are given ample opportunities.
Entrepreneurship development among the women will be a proper strategy for
empowerment of women. This would increase their socio-economic status.

Women entrepreneurship is a vital element for empowerment of women
by which a women will feel that she is economically strong and potential and
equal to man in all respect.

In the NE Region of India designed and methodological efforts regarding
women entrepreneurship began since seventies and there are some conducive
factors for women entrepreneurs in comparison to other state of the country. So,

empowering women through women entrepreneurship is perhaps the need of
the hour.
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Introduction :
The term women empowerment has been recognized globally as a key ta

achieve overall progress of the society. It is one of eight millennium development
goals to which the world leaders agreed at the Millennium summit held in New York
2000. Empowerment is an active and multidimensional process that helps and assists
people, both men and women to realize their identity, becoming aware of their capacity
and potential and strive for success, happiness and peace of mind.

Empowerment of women basically means providing them with equal
opportunities in all spheres whereas gender equality plays a crucial role in uplifting
women. Itis a process which enables women to their full identity and power in aj|
walks of life such as social, economic, political, decision making in the family etc

In our region, women plays a significant role in the economy. From timé
immemorial they have been contributing to economic field with equal to men
They shoulder the major responsibilities in the agricultural operation, live StOCks;
and husbandry. However, their contribution have never been recognized or mostly
unpaid. On the contrary they are considered as economic burden. The higher
rates of illiteracy among them also compel them to work at lower rates. Thus, in
many ways women are subjected to economic exploitation. in order to make the
dream of women empowerment a reality, the economic status of women must
be raised by involving them in income generating activities.

Educational attainment and economic participation are the key constituents
in ensuring empowerment of women. The economic empowerment is a vital
element for economic-development of any countries.

Considering the economic empowerment of women, entrepreneurship
development has been considered to be one of the best ways towards self-
sufficiency and poverty alleviation for women in a country where employment is
not curtained.

Keeping this concept in mind, in this paper is an attempt to present the
Kaleidoscope of women empowerment and tries to show how economic
empowerment began through women entrepreneurship especially in NE India

Objective :
1. To study the concept of economic empowerment of women through

entrepreneurship development;
2. To analysis the motivating factors regarding women entrepreneur and its

prospecis in North East India
2 To examine the challenges faced by women entrepreneur
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Methodology :

The paper is primarily based on secondary sources like the various reports
of the institutions and reports of Govt. of india, Books Journals, Webs etc.

Economic empowerment through women entrepreneurship development :
According to the United Nations Human Development Report 2004, women
work on average more than men, when both paid employment and unpaid
household tasks are concerned. In rural areas of the developing countries
surveyed, women perform an average of 20 per cent more work than men, or an
additional 98 minutes per day. Women earn 10 per cent of the world's income
and own only 1 per cent of the world's wealth, despite making up 49.5 per cent
- of the population. Women are also under-represented in all the world's major
~ legislative bodies. An ILO Report also states that women are almost 50 per cent
- of the world's population, utilize two-thirds of the world's work hour, produce half
of the world's food supply, receive 10 per cent of the world's income and own
less than one per cent of the world property.

The UNDP has prepared two additional indices; i.e. GDI (Gender
- Development Indices) and GEM (Gender Empowerment Measures) with a focus

on Beijing Conference. In both the indices, India scores very low showing the
great gender disparity in the country. GDI measures the equality in achievements
between men and women, on the other hand GEM measures the participation
of women in economic and political decision making.

In India, the constitution provided equal opportunity and status to the women
and it is also regarded as a fundamental right to all the people of India. But, in
actual field it is seen that women still do not enjoy equality. Men are 'more than
equals’ or the women are 'less than equals’ even after more than sixty years of
independence.

Regarding opportunity is concerned, it would not be wrong to say that many
of the opportunities so created can be used by only a certain segment of the
population. These segments consist of the rich or educated families who regard
women as equals, on the other hand remaining as well as large part of the
women are submerged in poverty or tradition and some restrictions on their
education & profession. Many people still want their girls to be non-achiever and
to remain as willful subordinates to males. It is certain that unless the economic
power of the women is enhanced, equality cannot be established. It cannot be
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done simply by legislations or by reservations. Regarding status of women it i
seen that status of women is very low in our country although the govt. of India
envisaged various measures to improve it.
"Virtually, empowerment is a process that enables a powerless women to
develop autonomy, self-control, and confidence and with a group of women and
men, a sense in collective influence over oppressive social condition” (Rottel
1996). Empowered women should be able to participate in the process of 'deCISK)lI
making' and is to create an enabling environment where women can freely
exercise their rights both within and outside home, as equal partners along W|th
men. Hence, the process of empowerment of women is not only a means oi
bringing about in women but also the one that ensures equal participation in the
decision making process. .»
In the context of national development, women's participation in economu
sphere, is a crucial importance. Providing gainful employment to women is na
merely a matter of social justice nor it is a social welfare measure butit becomes
essential of women involvement in economic activities, because they constitute
almost one half of the country manpower and they play an important role i
shaping and versatilities of the nation human resources. So economi
empowerment through women entrepreneurship is one approach to enabl
women to realize their inherent knowledge, skills, and competencies for creatioi
of small enterprises. Involvement of women in entrepreneurial activities wouls
ensure effective utilization of labour, generation of income and improvement g
quality of life. So women empowerment through women entrepreneurshipis
must for a modern developed economy. Similarly, entrepreneurship is a proces:
of getting oneself self-employed by setting up a business of her own. In doin,
so, the entrepreneur paves the way for employment opportunities for others
The entrepreneur takes the initiatives and act as the catalyst in the process ¢
turning human skill, opportunities and the unutilized resources in to wealth. Th
term women enterprise has been defined by the Govt. of India as 'enterprig
owned and controlled by a women entrepreneur with a minimum financial interes
of 51% of the capital and giving at least 50% empowerment to women'.
Usually entrepreneurship involves the following three inter-related aspect
1. Entrepreneur ‘
2. Environment
3. Support System
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An entrepreneur is one who converts himself/herself from a vulnerability in
to an opportunity by his/her innovative sprit. In our country the above three aspects
regarding women entrepreneur is not found integrated, that is why development
of entrepreneurship is lagging behind.

Ambition or aspiration is the guiding force for development of
entrepreneurship. It works as an index for one's own resourcefulness. Well-
conceived notions, careful planning, calculated risk-taking, timely decision
making, and swift execution make the ambition meaningful and fruitful (Rao
1986). Entrepreneurship is function of multiple factors. Entrepreneurs are not
only a product of their own ambition, but also of the aspiration of their family,
friends, and benefactors. Sometimes, certain compulsions also lead them to
entrepreneurship. The encouragement and the support received from the govt.
agencies, friends, and relatives and the experience and exposure gained hitherto,
either in trading or employment, are some of the important factors influencing
the emergence of an entrepreneurial personality (Sing, N.P. 1981). So,
entrepreneurial spirit implies a commitment to certain ends, adherence to self-
fulfillment, the vision, progress and the means of realizing it.

Development of women entrepreneurship in the NE India :

India's North East which is also known as land of eight sisters, collectively
account for about 8% of the country's geographical area and roughly 4% of its
population. Economically, the plain areas of the region are more active than the
hilly areas. However, in the hilly areas, women are comparatively more
enterprising than the male counter parts. According to 3rd small Industry Census,
(2001-02) 20.03% micro enterprises in the region are owned and managed by
women entrepreneurs as against 10.11% in the country. This is mainly because
the tribal women are mostly dominating the markets in most of the hilly areas of
the region. According to another study made by lIE, Guwahati in the North East,
54% of trained women started their enterprise at the age of 26 - 30 years, while
49% untrained women started their enterprises at the age of 31 - 40 years. The
study also revealed that 48.1% trained and 29.4% untrained women are married.
Again 32.5% untrained and 1.6% trained entrepreneurs are widow. Besides, in
the formation of Self-help Groups (SHGs), women SHGs are dominating in the
region. Out of about 3.72 lakhs SHGs already formed in the region, more than
55% SHGs are owned and managed by women. In Assam also more than 93
thousand SHGs are belonged to women, out of total 1,70,779 SHG.
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So, women of the NE India are now playing a proactive role in all walks lifi
Handloom and Handicrafts, tourism, have been playing an important role in thef
economies of the NE states. The name Lalita Devi Jain, fondly known as Madhui
by the people of Guwahati, Assam has shaped her own destiny in the !
entrepreneurial arena. She created her own brand ‘Madhushree' and has marched
her way forward to carve a niche in the global market. She started with ﬁve
looms and over the period of last more than 25 years, she has buildup 50 looms |
Almost 200 women are employed and they all have become the part of the
family to create the brand of Madhushree. Similarly, Naga women Kos Zhasaj
has made significant mark in redesigning handloom and handicraft products
and become famous as a fashion designer. Further, Assamese women named
Mrs. Jahnabi Phukan owner of Jungle Travels has successfully established her,
position in the tourism industry not only in Assam but also in the whole NE Reglon

Today, North Eastern women have also move beyond the known and have
ventured into the less traversed sectors in entrepreneurship. Saroj Khemka frorn,
Assam is an entrepreneur who dons several hats in the world of business. She
is the Proprietor of M/s Meghalaya Hume Pipe Industries, Guwahati, manufacture,f
of silk machineries and simultaneously the Director of M/s North Eastern Concrete.
Industries, Byrnihat which is a Manufacturer of Gems Designer Tiles. She hag
also started another business venture in 1988, by the name GEMS ice Cream
Parlour and had turned it into a highly popular happening joint in Guwahati.

Prospect of women entrepreneurs in NE India : ,

So far as the prospects of women entrepreneurship in NE is concerned, It
is one of the most economic friendly sites in the map of India and land of natura|J
abundance, have a host wonders to offer for entrepreneur.

In Assam, industries like tea, cane and bamboo, terracotta, pottery, metal
works of brass and bell, wood carvings, weaving and toys have immense.
prospects. The work of making Japi is also popular in Assam. Furniture pleces‘;
of cane and bamboo are exclusive to Assam and are exported. The skill of'
Terracotta makes everything including idols of Gods and mythological creatureg
and the pottery tradition in Assam results in wonderful items like earthen potang -
pitchers, plates, incense stick holders and earthen lamps. Assam also fashiong
many types of toys like clay toys, pith, wooden and bamboo toys, cloth toys
cloth-and-mud toys. Besides, Cotton, 'Eri', 'Pat’' and 'Muga' Silk are the weaving'
heritages of the region.

r

&, The Strength / 34




Likewise, Arunachal is the land of Orchids and medicinal plant. There is
little entrepreneurial activity here but there is potential to develop it, based on
the natural resources available locally. For instance, medicinal plants that grow
here can be made into products.

Mizoram, Meghalaya, Tripura, Manipur and Nagaland are known for bamboo
work, wood carving, pottery, handicrafts, traditional jewellery, artificial flowers
from various natural things, black-smithy etc. and also for traditional weaving,
dying and spinning. Sikkim offers opportunities of entrepreneurship in Woven
Woolen Carpets and Blankets. Thangkas - traditional paintings on cotton canvas
with silk frames, Choksee or small wooden tables, Sweaters and Jackets, Wall
Hanging and Antiques with Buddhist motifs, Wooden and Bamboo Artifacts,
Jewellery, Sikkim Tea ('Solja' and Khangchendzonga') Cardamom or Elachi, Yak's
cheese (chhurpi), Lepcha Weave bags and many more.

Agro and food processing industry is another area for entrepreneurship in
NE Region. Especially mushroom cultivation which is flourishing in the area.
Moreover, entrepreneurs can ventures into areas like agriculture, horticulture,
fisheries, poultry, animal husbandry and forest which would improve value addition
in the agricultural produce, employment generation in the region.

Motivating factors of women entrepreneurship in NE India :
There are number of motivating factors which motivate women of the North

East to work outside their homes as entrepreneur. These factors are

(i) High social status in comparison to other state - Women in North East
India is achieving higher status in comparison to other state. Because,
dowry system is very few and some states of North East avail matrilineal

society. So inheritance of property for women is there and hence it also
leads entrepreneurial capabilities.

(ii) Freedom of mobility - Freedom of mobility is higher in North East State in
comparison to other state. The women of NE Region can got out from their
homes to town for selling their goods whereas women in other parts of the
country cannot come out of their homes to start business easily. In other
parts of India some community like Marowari and women of Bihar, UP etc.
are largely confined to their homes.

(ili) Traditional advantage - In the North East, most of the women have skills
in weaving, embroidery and handicrafts. The tradition is to encourage
women to learn weaving as a parts of routine activity. Hence, the tradition
is helpful in increasing their entrepreneurial capabilities.
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(iv) Achievement, Motivation and Confidence - In the North East particularly
in Meghalaya, Mizoram and Manipur women are managing and controlling
markets confidently. It reflects that their need for achievement is higher
than that of the women from other parts of the country.

(v) Advantage of Customs, Customary Law rituals and others - All the
states of the North East is dominated by SC, ST and OBC and other
customs, tradition customary law rituals taboos etc. are too much differeng
in comparison to other states, e.g. there prevails lack of formal dowry system
existence matrilineal society (in some state) lack of pardda protha, freedon-;
of mobility with their male cour_'lter parts are the favourable factors for leadin
rural women entrepreneurship. Moreover, their customary law, rituals an
other taboos are not too much unfavourable for women's decision makincgl

pI’OCESS.

Efforts of suPPOft°rga“izati°"'f°rw°merf entrepreneurship in NE Region -

There are numbers of SL_Jpport org:amzations for rural entrepreneurshj ~
development of Assam a_t Ngtlongl Regl‘onal St_ates and district level. Amonp
these, role of three organizations i.e. Indian Institute of Entrepreneurshi

i i 1
National small lndustr_ie§ Serpomtian (NSI_C)- and North East DeveIOF?Jf(neE)’
Finance Corporation Limited (NEDFI) are discussed. IIE is a training Institutgt

NSIC is a technical support orgaqization a_nd NEDFI is a develo
organization. Besides these, National Agriculture Bank for Rural Developmen,
(NABARD), Councnl_ for Advancement of People's Action and Rural Technolo 3
(CAPART), Consortium of Women Entrepreneur of India (CWEI), North Eastard
Industrial and Technical Consultancy Organization (NEITCO) and in state levey

District industries centres (DIC) etc. are exclusively for development of Womep,

pment financig,

entrepreneur.

Efforts of Indian Institute of Entrepreneurship (lIE) :

IIE is established in 1993 and undertakes training, research and consultanc
activities in the field of Micro, Small, & Medium Enterprise (MSME-DI) sectq,
focusing on rural women entrepreneurship development programme in Nortp,
East In order to encourage women to take up entrepreneur activities, the Institute
has been organizing women entrepreneurship development programme (WEDR)

exclusively for women. Besides, it has also been encouraging women tq
participate in general entrepreneurship development programmes. These
programmes are organized in different states of the North East.
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Apart from WEDP, IIE trained many women under 6/8 weeks
entrepreneurship development programme in which about 25 to 30% participation
of women was found in general, Rural, SC/ST and Science and Technology
groups etc. lIE has also helped women participants through its awareness camps
in preparing for entering into entrepreneurial activities. Women participants from

different strata of the society have entered into entrepreneurial activities through
PMRY, IRDP and WCRA and other Govt. schemes also.

National Small Industries Corporation (NSIC) :

The Govt. of India set up NSIC in 1955. its NSIC provides support to the
micro, small and medium entrepreneurs by supplying indigenous and imported
machines providing marketing support through Tender marketing, export of
products, assisting in support of MSME products and developing the export
worthiness of the products of these units, providing training in industrial trade
etc. NSIC extends its help to MSMEs at each and every stage of its requirement
through different schemes. e.g. Hire purchase scheme, Raw material Assistance,
single point Registration scheme, Infomediary services etc.

North Eastern Development Finance Corporation Ltd. (NEDFI) :

NEDFI was set up in 1995 and it is for the development of industries,
infrastructure, animal husbandry, agri-horticulture plantation, medicinal plantation,
sericulture, aquaculture poultry and dairy in the North Eastern States of India.
NEDFI has a number of financial schemes both for start up and also to sustain
throughout the initial periods of enterprises. E.g. Project, Term loan, Equipment
Finance working capital finance, North East Entrepreneurs Development Scheme
(NEEDS), Women Entrepreneur Development Scheme (WEDS), Jute Enterprise
Development Scheme (JEDS), Scheme for North East Handloom and Handicrafts
(SNEHH), Initiative for Development of Entrepreneur in Agriculture (IDEA) etc.
WEDS Scheme is for providing assistance to women entrepreneur for taking up
business ventures. During 2003-04 to 2009-10, 120 rural women entrepreneurs
gotthe benefit under this scheme. NEDFI Haat has also been giving opportunities

to all kinds of entrepreneurs to display and sell their products and get exposure
for wider markets.

Challenges Faced by Women Entrepreneurs :

The main challenges faced by rural women entrepreneur are social
educational and work back ground. They have to balance their time between
work and family problems.
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In the following the problems faced by women entrepreneurs are stateé

PERSONAL

GOVT. SUPPORT _ SOCIAL AND CULTURE

PROBLEM

INDUSTRIAL FINANCIAL

(A) Personal:
(1) Family Responsibility
(2) Limitation of undertake of frequent traveling
(3) Lack of sufficient education
(4) Power of limited risk bearing
(5) Low need for achievement
(6) Lack of confidence and courage

(B) Social and Cultural :
(1) Male dominated society
(2) Autocratic attitude of officers of different departments
(3) Non-availability of women friendly facilities
(4) Indifferent attitude of elders in the family
(5) In sufficient laws and regulations related to women employment

(C) Financial:
(1) Lack of access to external funds due to security and credit
(2) Complicated procedure of bank and other loan
(3) In ordinate delay in obtaining loans
(4) Lack of confidence of loan disbursing in organization on women f¢
continuance of enterprise.
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(D)

Industry :

(1) Cut throat competition

(2) Scarcity of raw material

(3) High prices of raw material

(4) High cost of production

(5) Non availability of infrastructure facilities for sale and marketing

(6) Lack of training facilities in specialized fields

(7) Non-availability of electricity at site and particularly skilled and semi-
skilled manpower in rural area for a specified job or work.

(E) Govt. Support:
z (1) Non-availability of proper single window policy
(2) No clear cut policy of Govt. incentives
|
 Suggestion :

In view of the problems mentioned above, following suggestions are

’ necessary for the development of women entrepreneurship in NE Region:

Banks, Govt. agencies should launch awareness and publicity campaigns
about schemes available for women;

The dual responsibilities of women can be solved by adopting better time
management, other family members may also be involved to share the
responsibilities;

Women entrepreneurs must update themselves with the latest information
of the market. For this market survey is very much essential;

For marketing the products, they must establish credibility in terms of

equality. Character and commitments are the two important conditions for
successful entrepreneurship;

They must nurture the qualities like tolerance, cooperation and adjustments;
Besides the spread of women education, motivation self-confidence,

managerial skills are the requisite qualities for development of women
entrepreneurship.

Making provisions of marketing and sales assistance from Govt. part

A women entrepreneur's guidance cell set up to handle the various problem
of women entrepreneurs all over the NE States.

Training entrepreneurial attitudes should be given at the high school level
through well designed course

Provision of separate finance cells for women
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Conclusion :
On the basis of the above discussion and suggestions it is hoped

women entrepreneurship has tremendous prospects in uplifting the so
economic status of women in NE India by which the concept of womse
empowerment is justified. The women entrepreneurs of NE Region must h
to take up challenges of the new economic policy, especially they should take !
the opportunities of look east policy. In this context Pandit J. Nehru had Ti
commented that "you can tell the condition of a nation by looking at the status
women. Freedom depends on economic condition even more than political. l]
woman is not economically free and self-earning, she has to depend on
husband, or son, or father or someone else and dependents are never free™
entrepreneurship development among women will be the right approach

empowerment of women.
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Abstract :

Many great Indian social reformer and thinkers by their hard work and
sacrifice paved the way for the great resurgence of spirit that took place in our
country in nineteenth century followed by the national struggle which finally bear
fruit in getting her independence. But the paradox is that few among those great
Indians did what was done by a British woman, originally known as Margaret E.
Noble and later named as Nivedita by her master, Swami Vivekananda. She
can be pointed out to be a single individual who may be credited with having
inspired and guided most of the progressive movements that took place in India
in the early decades of nineteenth century inscribing her name as one of the
great genius in the pages of history. True to her master's wish, amidst various
difficulties and hardships she agreed to serve humanity, and with this she not
only brought phenomenal service in the field of girl education, but also aroused
dormant Indian consciousness and awakened to its own glory. One can find the
dominant concern in her was to find the best way to serve India so that she with
the multitudes might progress in all directions. Being an alien to this country she
had selfless love for India and her knowledge and understanding of our country's
rich cultural heritage proves of her coming to India on a mission of service and of

great personal sacrifice that even the most daring among the Indian patriots
were lacking.

Key Words :
Alien, Preach, Sacrifice, Passion, Love
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Discussion :

On November 1985 Nivedita first met her master, Swami Vivekananda at
house of a society lady in England. After having a resounding success in Americ:
Swamiji was then on a visit to England in response to an invitation sent to him E
some of his admirers. His deliberations in America brought people closer to hii
not only in U.S but in many other western countries. Many women started 1
follow him in his preached ideals and Nivedita who was earlier known as Margary
too was much inspired by his zeal. In spite of her young age, she had by the
attracted attention in the intellectual circles with her frequent writings in the litera,
columns of journal and as a distinguished speaker. She was then the secretay
of a club where noted writers like Thomas Huxley and George Barnard Sha,
were members who spoke.

Nivedita listened to Vivekananda with admiration when he voiced on etern;
truths which at times made the listeners compelied to think. The t
surprised her most was Swamiji's ability to compress and conc
serious thoughts within the range of such short speeches and ex
logically, clearly and convincingly.

Nivedita often faced with a difficulty in agreeing with what Swam
but was ever ready to acknowledge that he was indeed a remarkab
always had a message for the whole world. The lady would eagerly |
to hear him every time he spoke, and often sat in long discussio
often seen to retain her nature of independent thought, and would
a viewpoint unless she was convinced, resulting in heated a
But the difference in their opinion never made her set
intellectual superiority and his deep spiritual insight.
completed his second visit to England: she recognised
and made up her mind of responding to his call if eve
sacrifice necessary for a cause.

It was at this stage Swami ohce said that Nivedita could be of

him in carrying out the plans he had for the education of the wome
he wrote to Miss Margeret,

hought thg
ise, sO man
press them g,

iji preache,
le man wh,
ook forwary
ns. She wg,
never acce

rguments with Swam;
back in declaring his
By the time Swamij
him to be her 'mastey,
r given, for any sort Q

great help tc
nin India any

‘Let me tell you frankly that | am now convinced that you have a gre
future in the work for India. What was wanted was not a man, but a womap,

- a real lioness- to work for the Indians, women specially.’ He also added,
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India cannot yet produce great women; she must borrow them from
other nations. Your education, love, determination and above all the Celtic
blood make you just the woman wanted.'

Thus Under the personal and continuous guidance of Swamiji, Margaret
became 'Nivedita' (the dedicated) as wanted of her to be 'mistress, servant and
friend’ of India and all Indians. By this time Nivedita had resolved herself to
completely follow her master and do whatever he wanted her to do. This was a
turning point in her life and later wrote to a friend,

'Suppose swami had not come to London that time! Life would have
been like a headless torso’

However when after a year or two she made preparations to come to India
swamiji was little thoughtful about it, and rather being convinced that she had a
great future to work for India, pointed out that she must be prepared to face
many difficulties on the way.

Nivedita arrived at Madras on 25th January 1898 and was received at the

port and later when she entered in her diary, as she started for Calcutta expresses
her sad plight,

In spite of infinite kindness - very, very lonely".
For the first time in India Nivedita spoke at a formal inauguration of the

. Ramkrishna Mission where Swamiji chaired the proceedings. Among the many

. other things she spoke in the meeting she said that,

"Yours is the conservation of a people who have through that long

- period been able to preserve the greatest spiritual treasures for the world,

and it is for this that | have come to India to serve her with our burning
passion for service.'

Soon after this on 25th march 1898, Nivedita had her formal initiation into
the vows of Bramacharya, at the end of which her master gave her the new and
meaningful name 'Nivedita" (Dedicated) that God might accept her as an ‘'offering'
from her.

Seeing the poverty stricken conditions of the Indian multitudes she felt
sorry and was anxious to do whatever she could do to mitigate their suffering.
Every morning Swamiji would talk to Nivedita, and his western disciples, giving
possible details and views of the vast panorama of India's history, art, literature,
philosophy, culture, etc. Nivedita often found many things unintelligible but when
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pointed out in their true meaning, seemed not only to be logical and trye put @
quite satisfying. :

The lady was seen ever conscious of being a British and was prone 1
judge from critical point of view, ending up in total disagreement with her maste
Swami Vivekananda cleared her doubts with good humour, patience, an
sometimes with well - directed thrusts at her racial pride. She was told to remov

the pre conceived idea of India in her mind before she launched into her WOI

and Swamiji took much pains in making her understand the factors whlc
constituted our country's strength and weakness, enabling her to know better- t
the problems and work for the welfare and well being of its people Nwedn
along with other disciples, visited every important cities in northern India, speciall
- the places where one could stilt find the old traditions and culture. She by the
well understood India's pursuit of spiritual goals despite all the sufferings sh
endured politically and otherwise. This spiritual preoccupation led her to negle¢
other interests resulting in being an easy victim to foreign aggression and suffere
other consequential misfortunes. Like her master she too wanted every Indiay
should be educated and study western science and technology which is the on|
way to solve many problems. Swamiji felt if only she could identify herse
completely with other Indians she would play the role to be the ' Mmistress, servan
or friend in one' |

In spite of many guardians' suspicion of imposing on their children he
alien culture, Nivedita on returning to Calcutta, first started a girls' school in .
small rented house. Much to the former's surprise, being far from teaching they
anything alien, she was more anxious to teach and make aware of rich Indig
traditions. By 1900 the plague broke out in epidemic form in Calcutta too, an
many lost their lives followed by many fleeing the country leaving behind the
sick relatives to die. Nivedita with some monks from Ramkrishna missig
organised relief measures which she continued till the end of epidemic and firg
time the Indians saw a white woman showing concern for them as dear oneg
She was then widely known for her deep understanding and love for India, an
then people began to address her as 'sister' and began to regard her with deepeg
affection.

Later she was even seen to travel to western countries to raise funds fo
her work in India. In many a public meeting she was interrupted by interesteg

=&, The Strength / 44




people if she would ever make a misieading statement for India, but then too
she was able to stop them with her prompt, intelligent and authoritative replies.
Indeed slowly but inevitably, Sister Nivedita had transferred her loyalty from Britain
to India though faced with short sighted policies of British Government repressing
the legitimate aspirations of India. Describing the British conquest of India she
said, :

India wa$ absorbed in study, a gang of robbers came upon her and
destroyed her land...Can the robbers teach her anything? ".

She thought that England should realise their mistake and willingly withdraw
from India and for that she even met the members of British parliament and
appealed for their departure. She made aware the Indians residing in England
to join hands in their country's freedom struggle. Her devoted feelings for India -
might be understood from the excerpts of her letter from England,

1 wish | were back in India. | am just longing to get there...I cannot
bear to be away. How wonderful India is!’

After coming back to India she resumed her school work but, then was
more inclined to move with leading Indians to bring about resurgence in the
country. Thus she concentrated in taking part in all the progressive forces of the
country to create with their help a new climate of vigour, hard work and creative
activity in the country. She frequently contributed articles to Indian journals on
the relevant topic of the day, telling the people never to lose heart in the face of
problems but to solve them with courage and work for reconstructing India in a
way that the country might regain her previous glory and greatness.

Conclusion :

The role that Sister Nivedita played was to inspire the leaders of the country
to awake a sense of national pride. To her understanding mind, and her capacity
of discovering the true meaning of Indian symbols, forms and rituals was truely
amazing. Her mastery of Indian languages made her the most forceful and
convincing spokesperson on behalf of India and the message she left behind
are thus the potent means of transforming lives, and a source of strength and
inspiration to India's multitudes. One finds in her teachings a proper guidance
for decent living in this world, and finally realizing God. She had infinite faith in
India which she expressed whenever she had an occasion to make any comment
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about her. Thus her warmth of feeling and attachment towards our country
people was reflected in her speeches, and later India's poet laureate Rabindran
Tagore rightly said that it appeared as if she was speaking about her own 'de:f‘%
child'.

Books and References : ‘

1.  Advaita Ashrama, Kolkata Pravrajika Prabuddhaprana , Sister vaedlta [

contemporary newspapers.

Advaita Ashrama, The Complete Works Of Sister Nivedita, 1975.

3. Lizelle Raymond, The Dedicated, A Biography of Nivedita, BEE Bookg

2017.

Sister Nivedita, The Master as | saw Him, Prabhat Prakashan, 1910.

S. V. Bharathi -Educational philosophy of Swami Vivekananda - Discover

publishing house

6. Swami Vivekananda - Women of India - Sri Ramkrishna Math Chenng
2013.

N

o~

=If$, The Strength / 46




3 PICTURE OF WOMEN IN THE
| POETRY OF WILLIAM WORDSWORTH

= DR. ROSIE PATANGIA
Assistant Professor & H.O. D
Dept. of English, Narangi Anchalik Mahavidyalaya

\
i
" Abstract :

; William Wordsworth was one of the greatest poets of the Romantic age.
\ "The Lyrical Ballads" jointly published by Wordsworth and Coleridge in 1798
- was a milestone in the history of Romantic literature. Wordsworth gave a new
. propulsion to the Romantic revival His poetry is studded with the gems of nature
- and in many of his poems we find his vivid description of women. Thus, there is
~ interconnection of women with Nature in his poetry. There are different types of

- images used by Wordsworth to depict women in his poetry. This study is an

attempt to lay forth a vivid picture of women as reflecte

d in the poems of William
- Wordsworth.

- Keywords :

Women, picture, William Wordsworth, poetry.

Introduction :

William Wordsworth (1770-1 850), the priest poet of Nature, was born in
1770 at Cockermouth. His father was John Cookson while his mother was Ann
Cookson. The interconnection between men, women and Mother Nature is
evident in his poetry. He made ample contribution to English poetry. After the
publication of his "Lyrical Ballads" in 1798 jointly with Coleridge, he composed a
group of intense lyrics in 1799. His poems comprise of ballads, short poems,
sonnets and odes. His longest poem was on man and nature. The Prelude was
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published only after his death. His themes range from his depiction of nature
humble life. He uses simple diction used by the common men. Some of
poems depict Nature influencing his beloved. Wordsworth's portrayal of wom|
appears to be calm. Nowhere we find his lady love protesting. Thus, women
the poetry of Wordsworth plays a passive and subordinate role. This ‘Pag
attempts to discuss the issue of women with reference to his well-known poer
such as "She was a Phantom of Delight", "Lucy Poems", "Ruth", "Lucy Gr-
and "The Solitary Reaper". T =

Objective : _
The main objective of this paper is to discuss the role of women in ¢

poetry of Wordsworth. It also aims at evaluating the different aspects of worm

depicted by Wordsworth in his poetry. ‘

Methodology :
The present study is based on the secondary data collected from varig

published books, journals, magazines, research articles and websites. -~

Discussion :
William Wordsworth’s portrayal of women ranges from the solitary- reap

to Lucy and to his depiction of his sister and his wife or beloved. "The Solitg
Reaper" was composed by the poet in 1807. During his visit to Scotlan,
Wordsworth came across a solitary reaper who was reaping the corn and aty
same time was singing a melancholy song. The poet compares the song of y
Highland girl to the two harbingers of the spring season, namely, the cuckoo a.

the nightingale. The poet writes,
No Nightingale did ever chaunt

More welcome notes to weary bands
Of travellers in some shady haunt,
Among Arabian sands:
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A voice so thrilling ne’er was heard
In spring-time from the Cuckoo-bird
Breaking the silence of the seas
Among the farthest Hebrides.

The poet is fails to understand what the girl is singing because she was
singing in Gaelic language, but he could feel the sad tone of her voice. He
believes that the maiden’s voice was more mellifluous than the voice of the
nightingale or the cuckoo. The poet was eager to know the what the girl was
singing. He believed that the girl was singing about some old, unhappy, far-off
things and battles that had taken place long ago. Wordsworth surmises that she
was perhaps singing about some sorrow, loss or pain that had taken place in the
past or might take place again in future. The song of the made a profound impact
on the soul of the poet. He remembered her song many years later on and it let
an indelible imprint on his mind.

The poem shows that Wordsworth has chosen a simple rustic girl from the
country-side as the theme of his poetry. Geoffrey J Hartman (1975: 126) says,
‘Wordsworth finds his inspiration actually anywhere: he recalls us to the simplest
incidents, to words or events that would pass us by... There is always a reserve
in the experiences Wordsworth depicts. It may suddenly develop in the poet or
profoundly displace his initial thought. "The Solitary Reaper" does not fructify in
him till two years after his sister had seen an analogous sight, and it moves in an
excursive yet natural arc from the girl through reflections covering past, present
and future.”

The next poem of Wordsworth we can take into account is "She was a
Phantom of Delight". Composed in 1804 and published in 1807, this poem was
addressed by Wordsworth to his wife Mary Hutchinson with whom he tied his
wedlock in 1802. In the three stanzas of the poem, Wordsworth portrays his wife
as a child, a maid and a wife. She was in reality the poet's cousin and as such
known her since her childhood. The poet eulogizes her beauty and her romantic
nature as a child. He describes her a maid who is in complete freedom and
modest. As a wife, Wordsworth finds her moral and spiritual. Thus, in this poem
we find that Wordsworth describes three different aspects of a woman. He looks
at a woman from three different angles. As a girl she looked mesmerizing with
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her dark eyes, dusky hair and her lively, animated movements. As Wordswo
came to know her more closely, he discovered in her the feelings of human
and found her grounded and she was not above the petty things such as jo
sorrows, praise, blame, love etc. When Wordsworth tied the nuptial knot wit
her, he observed her firmness, her temperate will, her endurance, foresig
strength and skill. Thus, Wordsworth enumerates,
A perfect Woman, nobly planned
To warn, to comfort and command
And yet a Spirit still, and bright
With something of an angel light.
This poem shows the kind of respect Wordsworth has for a wo
pays a glorious tribute to his wife Mary Hutchinson through this poem.
The next set of poems comprises of the Lucy poems addre
Wordsworth to his beloved Lucy. These poems addressed to Lucy are five i
number. The first poem addressed to Lucy titled "Strange Fits of passion Have §
Known" was composed by Wordsworth in Germany in 1799 and publisheq in
1800. Wordsworth expresses his deep-rooted emotions for his beloved Lugy,
He says that the girl he loved, appeared fresh like a rose that blooms in thé
month of June. Thus Wordsworth says
“When she | loved looked everyday
Fresh as a rose in June”
The poet would ride towards her cottage on horseback daily in the evening .
He would constantly observe the moon which was setting in the horizon. As
soon as the poet had reached Lucy’s cottage, the moon dropped and suddep,
thoughts came to his mind that Lucy might be dead. In:the second Poem
addressed to Lucy is "l travelled Among Unknown Men"; Wordsworth points oy’
that he had travelled among strangers. He did not know how much he loveq
England until he found out that his beloved Lucy turned her wheel beside the
fireplace of England. It was here that Lucy played among the bowers. This showsg
the intensity of Wordsworth'’s love for Lucy.
The third poem addressed to Lucy is titled, "She Dwelt Among the Untroddep, -
Ways". Wordsworth says that Lucy lived unrevealed beside the countryside of
England. There was none to eulogize her and very few to love her. The poet
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compares her to a violet lying beside a stone covered by moss and half hidden
from the eyes of the people. Wordsworth again compares her beauty to a star
when only one star is shining in the sky. Wordsworth says,

A violet by the mossy stone

Half hidden from the sky

_Fair as a star

When only one is shining in the sky

She was taken care of by Nature who was like a teacher to her. But Lucy
died prematurely and this has made a difference to the life of the poet. The
fourth poem of the series of Lucy poems is "Three Years She Grew in Sun and
Shower". Wordsworth says that when Lucy was three years old, she was brought
up by mother Nature. Nature considered her as a beautiful flower and encouraged
her to led a bright life. An unknown power guided her among the rocks and the
plain. She was as sportive as the deer. The poet reiterates,

She shall be sportive as the fawn
That wild with glee across the lawn

She was happy to be amidst the sights and scenes of Nature. She enjoyed
to be among the mountain springs, the floating clouds, the stars, the rivulets and
even the storms. She learnt dignity, gracefulness and modesty from Nature.
Wordsworth deplores the fact that Nature snatched way the life of Lucy very
soon. The poem reveals the impact of Nature on Lucy and the poet's depth of
his love for her.

The last poem of the series of Lucy poems is titled, "A Slumber Did My
Spirit Seal". Wordsworth says that Lucy appeared to him like a spirit who was
not affected by the years she lived on this earthly paradise. She is now dead and
her body has been buried. She has now become a part of the earth as her body
is now rolling in the daily movement of the earth. the poem shows the intensity of
the poet’s love for Lucy whose life was nipped in the bud at the prime of her life.

Conclusion :
Thus, we can conclude that William Wordsworth's portrayal of women in

his poems is unique and assertive. Wordsworth associates the grandeur of
women with Nature. He looks at the varied facets of his wife’s being and turns it
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into a tribute. In his 'Lucy Poems' he expresses his profound love for Lucy.
uses the objects of Nature to describe her beauty. He is called the Pantheis
believed that Nature had a soothing influence. He believed that the emotion
evoked by Nature is powerful. For Wordsworth, Poetry is a spontaneous ove-
-of powerful feelings. It is emotion recollected in tranquility.
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"THE DARK HOLDS NO TERRORS" BY SASHI
DESHPANDE: AN ECOFEMINISTIC READING
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Abstract :

Ecofeminism argues that there are important connections between the

. oppression and domination of women and between the domination and

exploitation of nature by patriarchal methods and attitudes. The connection
between women and nature dates back to the ancient classical mythology. At
the time when most of the romantic writing was produced,nature was feminized
because it was seen as possessing the same qualities as women. According to

- the nature of separate spheres:men and women were different in terms of their

characteristics as on the one hand women were seen as being

: domestic,pious,moral,pure,gentle,kind,graceful and beautiful. Men were seen as

hard working,rational,strong,assertive,independent and proud. which were not

- easily connected to nature.In literature,many references regarding nature was

- therefore seen as an embodiment of all the characteristics that women possessed.

Traditionally,Indian women,have been treated as marginalized figures and

- were typify as spineless,wooden creature,subjugated to male domination. In

reaiity, women were always adopted as daughter,sister,mother and wife.She was
not viewed as an individual or human being.Sashi Deshpande in her novel "The
Dark Holds No Terrors”through her protagonist's relationship with other

characters ,especially with the family members,emphasizes her attitudes and
approaches to women and nature.

Keywords .
Discrimination,ecofeminism,plight,exploit,revolt,trauma.
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\ntroduction :
The term ‘ecofeminism’ was coined by Francoise d’Eaubonne in 1974 i
the book Feminism or Death. She used the word to call upon women to lead a
ecological revolution to save the planet. Ecofeminists are reffered to all wome
who bring feminist and ecological concerns together in both formal and inform:
movements and donot necessarily identify themselves.The importance ¢
interrelationships between human,non human and the earth emphasize
ecofeminism.They argue that a strong parallel exists between the mal
domination and subordination or oppression of women in families and socie
and the degradation of nature by similarly masculine attitudes and methods. TH
role of women was always to serve the needs and desires of men.Traditional
women were not considered to have a life except in relation to a man,whethy
father,brother,husband or son.Nature had no purpose except to provide for humz
wants with food ,shelter and recreation.

Simon de Beavoir in "The Second Sex" analyze women's subordinatic
proceeded from the assumption that men viewed women as fundamenta|
different from themselves. Being defined as "other”, women were reduced
the status of "the second sex".Though the impact of the western culture wy
there,these women remained stable with the Indian sensibility ar
sentimentality. They are normally confined to the traditional codes.The new typic
indian women at last, regain the position not of compulsion surrender ,but
their own will of individuality. The intricacies of the problems of women caug
between the two worlds of tradition and modernity has always been reflecteq
the novels written by Indian writers in English.

Shashi Despande in "The Dark Holds No Terrors" doesnot only preseny
feministic insight into patriarchal values,but also prescribes a balance betwe,
tradition and modernity as a working philosophy for the contemporary woman.§j
means by tradition ,the values of security and harmony that symbolize the Indj;
way of life,while modernity refers to the assertion of the independent,individy,
self.Deshpande ,through,the protagonist's relationship especially with her fam,
members,emphasizes her attitude and approaches to women and nature, there
.conceptualizing female identity.

Objectives :
The paper is an attempt to study the novel from the ecofeminig;
perspective. The interconnection between the oppression of women and §
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“class, b

oppression of nature, how women and nature are related to each other.On the

one hand violence against nature and on the other hand the root cause for the
sufferings of women is reviewed and analyzed.

Methodology :

The methodology used in this paper is purely descriptive and analytical in
nature. The data has been collected from primary and secondary sources such
as books, journals, publications, references,seminar papers,reviews etc.

Discussion :

The novel "The Dark Holds No Terrors" is about a well educated,
economically independent woman's search for identity which leads to uncover
the reposing strength of human beings.lt tells us about the torturous tale of
Sarita or Saru as she is reffered to.She lives a pale,loveless life,deprived of her
parental care and affection.Saru's mother loves her brother Dhruva more than
Saru. Saru's mother blames her for no fault of hers when her brother is drowned.
Inspite of her mother's approval ,she receives her education.The novelist very
well expresses this point of view by presenting a dialogue between Saru and her
parents when she decides to pursue her career in medicine. If she had been a
boy,her parents would have taken pride in her achievement of scoring a first

ut in it was not so in the case .A woman did not have the freedom to

- choose ones career but is also ripped of the freedom to choose her own life

' partner.So, Sary rejects the role of a daughter and looks forward to the role of a
* wife

with the hope, that it will give her a relief and freedom from the oppression

of her mother.But this decision proves to be wrong and her second home becomes

- a prison or cage she had escaped. Saru is soon disappointed with her husband
‘as he is a sadist,who bullies her while she provides bread and butter to the
' family. He tortures her both physically and mentally.She struggles with her
emotions and anxieties and gradually realises that there is no life than depending

- On marriage or her parents.She resolves to use her fond truths to make a better
life for herself.

"Darkness" means incapability to see things objectionably and clearly.it is

‘a source of constant fear from outside.the outlook of the inside is affected,but it

holds no terrors in itself. The theme of identity is dealt in the real sense in the
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~ the same time she has learnt to root out herself from the patriarchal valua

_ between women and nature can be seen in the ancient Indian mythologies.Al

novel and also symbolically the "dark" the darkness of the mind ceases to
terrible moment which one is ready to face the situation. In this novel,Sari
quest for identity leads her into the past,and in the course of which she comes
the terms with a traumatic childhood experience and a problematic mar
relationship.Indian society is based on patriarchy, and because of this,even
woman tries to realize her individual needs and aspirations,she finds that sh
not able to free herself from her domestic commitments. The novelist raises
issue that devotion and submissiveness of women are taken to be 'so
backwardness'by the so-called male chauvinist,and she cannott even walk o
of a marriage though it is a bad one.She tries to achieve freedom by compromi
between the role of her feminity and the 'masculine’ identity that gives h
profession.She learns to value herself as a person and a human being an

which define her as a sex object or a wife and a mother alone.

Relation between Women and Nature : e

God has created both human beings and nature, and due to various fact_;-;
man made the discrimination and the subordination. The concept of connec@

time when most of the romantic writings was produced,nature was feminiz
and it was seen that both women and nature possessed the san
qualites.Women were seen as domestic,pure,gentle,kind pious,graceful a:
beautiful.ln terms of the characteristics of men and women,men were seen
strong,rational,hard working,independent,proud and assertive:none of which We
- connected to nature. There are frequent references in literature that nature w
seen as an embodiment of all the characteristics that women possessed. -
Emotions play an important role in human mental life.To -
extent,happiness,sadness and spiritual joy are some of the universal emotic
which any intelligent system with limited systematic measure is boung
experience. To the readers it is shown how the natural elements are used as
object to reflect the minds or the attitudes of Sarita,Sarita’s mother and Sarjy
daughter Renu.This clearly shows the relationship between women and naty
We find ,for instance,in "The Dark Holds No Terrors",Sarita's mother exprest
her anguish and gender biasness through the natural element,sunlight wh
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she feels as a barrier for women's beauty or for their fair complexion. Sashi
Deshpande ,through her novel,conveys an important message that
suppression,subjugation and exploitation are not confined to the male -female
relatioship only but also exist between a female -female relationship as well. As
a child,she is fully aware of her mother's preference for the son.She is not able

to comprehend her mother's behaviour towards her.Her mother, completely if
- not partially reminds her of the fact that she is merely a liability or a responsibility

that can be ridden off by marrying off.Like a traditional Indian mother,Saru's
. mother is worried about her daughter's complexion and her appearance instead
of her education. She gets constant reminders of her destiny to get married and
leave her father's home.A sense of insecurity and hatred towards her
parents,paticularly her mother,is created by the unconcealed discrimination
between Saru and her brother,Dhruva. Saruis always made to feel ugly,unwanted
and undesireable,and hence, her liveliness is gradually suffocated by her mother's
constant criticism and fault finding.Here, Sashi Deshpande,wants to highlight the
problem of a girl of marriageable age.lt feel the girl with the fear of rejection.Saru's
defiance towards her mother awakens her careeristic ambitions.Kamla tai,Saru's
mother,tries her best to persuade her husband not to send Saru to a medical
college.The socialization of these female patriarchs has been done in such a
manner that they look upon girls only as future wives.

During her childhood,Sarita would find peace,secrecy and comfort in the
mango groove.She spends most of the time there,but on the other hand,Dhruva
. finds nothing interesting there.Dhruva was a boy and he enjoyed maternal

preferment that Sarita did not.A close relation is shown between women and
nature in this novel.Sarita acts as if she were a regular member of the mango
groove.As a little girl ,she proved that she can easily become a part of nature.On
the contrary,nature too welcomed her to become a valuable part of the land.Sarita
could deeply absorb and comprehend nature through the five
senses:seeing,hearing,smelling,tasting and touching.Firstly,when Sarita goes to
meet her friend Smita,she absorbs nature through her sense of sight.She notices
the mango blossoms.Next, when she inhales the air in the orchard,she requires
her sense of taste and smell,which not only smells but also sweet.Her sense of

touch is employed when she stands bare footed on the land,the mango leaves
struck softly against her feet.
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After fifteen years of coming back home and adjusting herself into
routines that her mother did,and young Madhav's presence adressing her
'‘Saruthai',as Dhruva did,all these help her towards healing herself.She sa
Madhav's life,the surrogate Dhruva,who returns home late at night as his b
breaks downon the way.Madhav is sufferinf from fever ,his trembling body &
calmly held by her throughout the night.She was quite confident that Madh
was going to be all right,as the rain comes crushing down bringing her memori
of her brother's death.In the morning ,she has a bath and feels very sensou
pleasure with the warm water.Her ,nature also helps her to turn from the p “
which is now dead,having served its function and helps to meet the preser
complex realities of life. !

Sarita's daughter Renu draws a picture of a girl in a deep forest with stralgr
tall trees with black crayons.Unlike other children she does not draw a colourft
one, and a child's psychology is expressed through the picture.

The child in the picture may be considered as Renu as through her drawin
,she tries to reflect her loneliness or uncaring child's attitude for mother's love. Thj
kind of utter loneliness a human being faces in life stands as the core of "Th
Dark Holds No Terrors".On the other hand,the girl in the picture may be Sarit
also,as she often doubts whether her children are aware of her sufferings an
tortures that she experiences every night. ‘

Renu's picture creates a sense of brooding darkness in her mind.She feg|
lonely and miserable when her mother rejects her and blames her for her brothey
death.She lived a life of guilt.Later when she begins to think that she has foun,
Manu who would cherish her forever,she goes through traumatic experieng
when he rapes her in one form or the other,Saru is the symbol of many
woman,who live in loneliness and the author tries to clearly show Renu an

Sarita through the picture and the deep forest reflects that they are encompasse
by their lonely feelings.

Violence against Nature - the root cause for the sufferings of women :

Most ecofeminist have agreed to the concept that there is a fundament;
connection between the oppression or domination of women and nature.As .
result,both are victims of patriarchal society.
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The explosion in the factory in "The Dark Holds No Terrors", is the root
cause of Sarita's problems.Her neighbours become aware of her professional
identity due to the incident.Her husband's sense of inferiority changes him into a
sadist. As a Doctor, Sarita treats the victims caught in the factory explosion and
instantly her profession achieves for her a position superior to Manu. Actually
construction of industries and factories is violence against nature.
Therby,globalization creates an elusive relationship between Sarita and nature.

Manohar's sense of insecurity turns him into a sadist, insults,harasses and
sexually abuses his wife every night. The male domination of the Indian society
does not allow tolerance for a better woman even within a marriage.She punishes
herself, in this way, with the 'rape' she undergoes every night with her
husband.When it comes to difference in earnings and status,a man always
expects that he has to be superior,no matter how much he loves his wife.

Conclusion:

In this novel,the relationship between the women characters and natural
elements resonate with each other. Through ecofeministic perspective"The Dark
Holds No Terrors" can be reviewed and analyzed.Women and nature can be
harmonious, and this notion can be clearly seen in the female character- Sarita.A
strong relationship is seen between the oppression of women and the degradation
of nature. Thus, the main aim of this paper is not to nurture the environment and
depict how it is degraded,the realistic depiction of the contemporary Indian
women's situation,but also to create awareness among the people to stop the
violence against nature and also human beings,especially women.
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WOMEN EDUCATION AND
CHANGING ATTITUDES OF
SOCIETY TOWARDS WOMEN IN INDIA
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~ Abstract :

Women are human beings and hence as much right to full development as
men and women should get the same opportunities for intellectual development,
equal rights and responsibilities in life and should have regarded as citizen with
the same right and obligations. Education can play a very important role in the
development of society. Education is the milestone of women empowerment
because it enables them confront their traditional role and change their society.

Education of women is the most powerful tool of change of position in
society. Education for girls has a strong and very important effect on the role of
women in society. Education brings social benefits that improve the situation of
the poor such as lower fertility, improved health care of children etc. Education is
important for everyone, but it is especially significant for girls and women. The
empowerment of women is recognized as the central issues for the development
of a society. Women are significantly underrepresented in education. Education
needs to be reoriented to increase women's access to traditionally male
dominated society and recognized them as an essential human resource. Women

education in every society plays a very important role in the overall development
of society.

Key words :

Resource, right, development, empowerment, citizen.
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Introduction : ‘

Education is a very comprehensive and continuous process. It is as mud
as wide as life itself. Education means acquisition of knowledge which hel
individual to harmonious development throughout their life. It is a process
individual adjustment with his own self , with relatives, family and the wh
society. It is a process of evolution and progress and development. In oth
words, education is a natural and continuous process of life. It is a lifelong proces
of living. It is education which makes man active, industrious and ensures h
ability for the society. Education means an all round drawing out of the best
the child and men- body, mind and spirit. Education not helps in the developmenj
of personality of the child but also determine his future. Recent psychologicg
research has shown that favourable attitudes towards life develop in the earlies
stages of growth. Education gives solution for any type of problems. Throqu
education we promotes values and good habits and awareness toward
corruption, terrorism and diseases. Education helps to continue communicatio
with known and unknown persons through technology and mass media. Educatig
gives strength to the person. They get knowledge and discriminate which j
wrong and which is right through education.

Objective of the study :
The general objective of the study is :
To study the nature of women education in India.
o To know the effect of education in the life of women in India.

Methodology :

The present study is based on the collection of data from secondary sourceg
Secondary data is obtained from various published books, records, magazineg
journals, newspaper and Internet. So the method is basically descriptive.

Discussion :

Education is an essential part of living being, whether it is a boy or a giy
Education helps an individual to be smarter , to learn new thing and to knoy
about the facts around the world. Especially women in India is the need of the
hour. In terms of inhabitants, India is the second largest nation in the world, by
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the rate of girl education in India is extremely low. Educating girl child must be a
necessity for the overall development of the country as women plays an essential
part in all round process of the country. Generally, in rural areas where people
rarely want to send their daughters to school, they think that education is not
important for girls as they grow up and eventually get married and settle down.
People think that girls should be stayed at home to help their mothers and nothing
else. This mentality is completely wrong and since girls education can bring
around massive revolution in the society, a lack of women education weaken
the potent part of the society. Education can play an important role in development
of the country.

Gender equality contirues to be prevalent issue in today's society due to

- the persistent gap in terms of access to opportunities for women and men. Gender

equality is a fundamental human right that every human being is entitled to
regardless of their race, ethnicity, sexuality or religion. The role men and women
plays in the society are totally determined and as a result there is a genders gap.

India’s literacy rate continues to be below the global average. When girls
are educated they can focus on other things rather than getting married at a
young age. They can serve the society in many ways by practicing the profession
that they want. This can help to play an important role in the society.

It is believed that girl education in India is not that important as they grow
up to eventually be stay-at-home mothers. Due to the regressive nature of India's
society the development of girl education has been hampered to a large extent.
The majority of India's population is rural and the mind set of these people grow
up with such attitudes and to educate these people about the benefits of girls is
quite challenging.

That women might have the chance of a healthier and happier life should
be reason enough for promoting girls education. However, there are also important
benefit for society as a whole. An educated women has the skills, information
and self confidence that she needs to be a better parent, worker and citizen.

An educated women is, for example, likely to marry at a later age and have
fewer children. Cross-counties study shows that an extra year of schooling for
girls reduces fertility rate by 5% to 10% and the children of an educated mother
can more lik2ly to survive. In India, for example, the infant mortality rate of babies

whose mother have received primary education is half of children where mothers
are illiterate.
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What it would take to improve girls access to education shows tl
importance among other things of ? -

Parental and community involvement- Families and communities must
important partners with schools in developing curricular and managing childrent
education.

Low cost and flexible time tables :- Basic education should be free or cos
very little where possible there should be stipends and scholarships ti
compensate for the loss of girls' household labour. Also school hours must bl
flexible so that children can help at home and still attend schools.

Schools close to home with women teachers - Many parents worry abou
girls travelling long distances on their own. Many parents also prefers to ha\d
daughters taught by women teachers. :

Preparation for School - Girls do best where they received early chﬂdhocd
care which enhance their self esteem and prepare them for school. ‘

Relevant curricular - learning materials should be relevant to the gir!i
background and be in the local language. They should also avoid reproducin
gender stereotypes.

Some notable positive changes which took place during this period :-

In 1966 Indira Gandhi became the first Prime Minister of India and serve
on that post for an aggregate period of fifteen years and became the worlg!
longest serving women Prime Minister.

In the field of politics women like Indira Gandhi, Jayalalita, Mayawat
Vasundhara Raje, Uma Bharti, Sheila Dixit, Sushma Swaraj, Mamta Banerjg
etc. proved themselves and make Indian women feel proud.

From a time where there is no women writer in India, today names lijk
Arundhati Roy, Anita Desai, Kiran Desai, Jumpa Lahiri etc. can any other writg
to shame.

Kiran Bedi, Mother Teresa, Bachendri Pal, Kiran Mazumder, Kalpan,
Chawla, Meera Kumar, Prativa Patil etc. are those women from different fi eld
which are example for others. ~

Women are now regularly performing duties that are traditionally assigney
to male. The income of one man is no longer enough in the modern expensiy
cuiture. So fluctuation in the economy have made it necessary for a women y
obtain a carrier, in order to provide the essential funds to support and maintaj
the family.
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Along with being achievers, women of modern India are fulfilling their roles
as wives and mothers.

In the 1990 grant from the foreign donors agencies enabled the formation
of new women oriented NGOs. Self help groups and NGOs such as self employed
women's Association (SEWA) have played a major role in the advancement of
women's status in India.

Many women have emerged as leaders of local movements, for example,
Medha Patkar of the Normada Bachao Andolon. :

The Govt. of India declared 2001 as the year of Women Empowerment.
The National policy for the empowerment of women was also passed in 2001.

Women are actively participated in the democratic process and elections
which is quite impressive in enhaching their status.

Today modern women in India are entering all kinds of profession like
engineering, medicine, politics etc. They are joining the universities and colleges
in large numbers. In fact India has the largest population of working women in
the world and has more numbers of doctors, surgeons, professors in the United
States.

Thus the women are climbing the ladder of success with the help of
education. _ . ’

Findings :
From the above discussion, following points are found -

(1) To develop a strong mind set education is one of the most powerful
instrument of the society.

(2)  With the help of growing literacy among women, the gender discrimination
in the society can be reduced to a great extent.

(3) Awomenis the first educator of a child, so she must get equal status in the
society.

(4) Sustainable development is only possible when women and men enjoy

- equal opportunity to reach their potential.

(5) The prejudices related to women has reduce to some extent in comparison
to ancient time in India.

(6) Gradually the negative attitudes are changing for women folk in India.
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Conclusion:

Gandhiji once said, women is the noblest of God's creation, suppress in
her own sphere of activity. These words are blossoming now. Increased
awareness and education has inspired women to come out of the walls of home.
The modern women has started caring for her social, emotional, cultural, religious
and economic needs. She has now become tool for social change in India. i
can be said that women have more freedom than earlier however not true i
many respects because prejudices still remains in the society. Though the status
of today's modern women in India is high, the overall picture of women's position
in India is not satisfactory. :

Last but not the least, we should not forget that the progress of a nation
cannot be achieved until and unless there is active participation of its mothers,
wives, sisters and daughters. So each and every person should thoughtfull
decides to bring a revolutionary transformation in his attitudes towards womer
and accept the women to be the equal participation in the countries progress.
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Abstract :

Anita Desai's Fire on the Mountain, is one of her best novels where she
presents the trauma of the main protagonist Nanda Kaul and her family. She
had not had a happy married life though she managed the house with the
expertise of being the hostess which was expected of her. The prosperity,status
and affection of the children were not strong enough bonds to make her continue
to live in the family. Her acceptance in living with her family, with her husband,
doing everything a hostess needs to do even though not happy can be said to
be an acceptance of a woman of the situation that life put her to. She had to
bear the faithlessness of her husband . but the death of her husband and financial
independence of her children gave her the opportunity to fulfill her long-standing
desire to live like a recluse in the natural habitat of Carignano. She wanted to

lead an ascetic life but Raka's arrival was an intrusion in the life she wanted to
live.

(Key-words) :
Trauma, Acceptance, Faithiessness, Recluse, Ascetic.

Introduction :

Fire c'm The Mountain, published in the year 1977, in London is one of
Anita Desai's reputed novel, which puts her as one of the best indian English
novelists. The novel centers round the character of Nanda Kaul, and the title of
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world. Nanda Kaul faces a lifelong faithlessness of Mr.Kaul, her husband -
Mr.Kaul never loved Nanda Kaul as a wife , she was just his physical need and |
circumstantial convenience. Nanda had to pass through psychic suffering. and
bitter experience of a marital life. Nanda always plays the gracious hostess, and
enjoys the comforts and social status of a dignified person. She becomes a
mother, grandmother and a great grandmother of many unwanted and unloved
children. As the Vice Chancellor's wife , her life was full of social activity but with
no basic purpose and little time for privacy, They had constant guests trooping in
and out and her time passed arranging the dinner table as a dutiful wife and
polite hostess. Infact, the novel presents the traumatic self of Nanda Kaul., an
old woman , who has had too much of the world with her and so longs for a quiet,
retired life. Her busy past now looks like "a box of sweets" positively sickening.

i
l
l
the novel symbolizes the fire which burns in her heart and her total emotiond |
s
|
l

Objectives :

This paper is an attempt to study the portrayal of Indian woman and tracing
her psyche and in course coming across a common trauma besetting many
Indian women who do not protest of the injustice done to them as they feel the
importance of their family first and by the time they realize their worth, it's quite
late. This paper tries to make a realization that every women can dream and
fulfil their desires as and when they feel like. They have a right to their respective
identity, apart from being a mother, grandmother, great grandmother.

Methodology :

This study is based both on primary and secondary sources. The primary
source is the work of the author. The secondary sources are collected from the
various publications , references, reviews, Journals, Seminar Papers, Lectures
etc. The paper is a descriptive analysis on the basis of the available information,

Discussion :

As the novel opens, Nanda Kaul though surrounded by people, is found to
be a solitary figure in the hills of Kasauli. Her past and experiences have nothing
to do with the happening in the novel. Her reactions of withdrawal and fantasy
provide glimpses of her past life. Her emotional coldness is a poise that she
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carefully cultivates to convince herself and the world that has rejected her of her
self-reliance and her self-sufficiency. Her withdrawal from life and family is not
the result of any existential realization of man's ultimate aloneness but she has
just been reduced to such a state of utter loneliness. She prefers her lonely
isolated existence , guarding her privacy fiercely and the news of her great
granddaughter Raka's arrival conveyed to her through a letter , by her daughter,
unsettles her. In the authorial description of Part 1 ,a comparison has been
shown between her and a tree:" She was grey, tall and thin and her silk saree
made a sweeping , shivering sound and she fancied she could merge with the
pine trees and be mistaken for one.

Nanda Kaul performed the duties of her married life very well, but her
husband and her children never bothered about her inner psyche, never asked
about her in any circumsatance. Their indifference made her look for a privacy,
a place to bury herself. It is because of this she looked for seclusion in Carignano
and did not like the idea of Raka staying with her. Her feelings prevail her life as
her desires are suggestively painted through an eagle : "An eagle swept over it,
far below her, a thousand feet below, its wings outspread, gliding on currents of

air without once moving its great muscular wings which remained in repose , in
control."

The eagle, symbolizes a total detachment here, a free soul that is not
bound by any type of responsibilities or duties, and is not attached to any place
or person. Though the use of the poem, is not attached to any place or person or
significant in the novel yet it has some connection with the character of Nanda

Kaul who quotes it and the poem depicts her desire to be away from the humdrum
of life and far from the madding crowd. And the poem is :

I have decided to go

Where springs not fail,

To field where flies on sharp and sided hail
And a few lilies blow,

And | have asked to be

Where no storms come

Where the green swell is in the heavens dumb
And out of the swing of the sea.
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It is clear enough to understand that Cariagnano is presented in the no\ld
as a contrast to the city life . Nanda's dislike for city life leads her to seclusion in '

Carignano. She ,is disinterested in her family, Asha in her letter writes that She

wants Raka, Nanda's great grand-daughter to stay at Carignano for the recoven’

of her health as it is hot and dusty summer in Delhi. Raka was a differer!

temperamental child as she seemed to have no needs, she just wanted to b""

left alone and pursue her own secret life among the rocks and pines of Kasaurl

Anita Desai calls her a 'natural recluse'and compared her with Nanda. "If Nand?'

Kaul was a recluse out of vengeance for a long life of duty and obligation, he!

great granddaughter was a recluse by nature, by instinct."Raka did not becomé

a recluse by rejection like her great grandmother but because of the abnorm?
circumstances around her. She had become the prey of parental perturbations .

Anita Desai presents the trauma of a housewife through the followin{
passages : |

"The old house , the full house , of that period of her life when she was tht
Vice-Chancellor's wife and at the hub of a small but intense and busy world, hat
not pleased her. It's crowding had stifled her..... There had been too many guest
coming and going, tongas and rickshaws piled up under the eucalyptus treé!
and the bougainvilleas, their drivers asleep on the nests with their feet hanging
over the bars. The many rooms of the house had always been full, extra bed:
would have had to be made up, often in not very private comers of the hall
verandah, so that there was a shortage of privacy that vexed her. Too man)
trays of tea would have to be made and carried to her husband's study , to hé
mother-in-law's bedroom , to the verendah that was the gathering place for all
at all times of the day. Too many meals, too many dishes on the table, too muct
to wash after.

They had so many children , they had gone to so many different school
and colleges at different times of the day, and had so many tutors- one fod
Mathematics who was harsh and slapped the unruly boys , one for drawing wh
was lazy and smiled and did nothing , and others equally incompetent ané

irritating. Then there had been their friends, all of different ages and sizes ant
families."
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The novel depicts Nanda Kaul's intense awareness of 'lost privacy and
busy world'. Nanda Kaul's liabilities as a housewife is natural but 'eddy or
whirlpool” suggests her traumatic state. Externally, everything looks normal but
internally Nanda burns with frustration. She feels neglected, lonely and
unimportant. She had to live all her married life knowing fully well that her husband
carried on an illicit relationship with Miss Davidson, a teacher. He invited Miss
Davidson for badminton parties and compels her to spend the night and comes
back secretly to his separate bedroom. No wife could tolerate such an illicit
relationship of her husband in the same house but Nanda appears smooth and
calm before her family while inwardly her heart wrenches in pain and hurt. Many
a time, even in the present times, woman are found enduring painful relationship
because of various circumstances. They can break the miarital bond and seek to
lead their own lives. But woman like Nanda choose to paste a smile and continue
looking after their family, children, house ,servants, shutting the doors , cooking
food, keeping the visitors comfortable and welcomed and wait for the person,
husband who actually is the reason for her unhappiness. To stop all these ,
Nanda craves for a blessed widowhood, complete separation from both man
and children around. These are the situations which have forced her to get such
a dream house at Kasauli. She had never been loved by her husband , he had
done things to keep her quiet while he carried a lifelong affair with Miss Davidson.
As a result, Nanda distrusts all attachments and affairs. After her husband's
death she was quite happy to leave behind everything her pain, hurt,
disappointments, insults with a feeling that she had discharged all her duties.

There is no doubt that the novel presents a marital incongruity. Nanda
Kaul had spent all her life concealing the circumstance of her marital status. She
had been injured, disappointed in her life as a wife , mother ,housewife. Now
she wants seclusion , to rest her body from all the vagaries of her pain-filled life.
She wants to get back the little bits and pieces of her identity in Carignano in an
absolute peaceful yet strong shelter. She towards the end of her life, hopes for a
hopeful destination. Now she is afraid to be hurt again by the insensible world
and wants no obstruction or disturbance in her place of refuge. Nanda Kaul
decides tc concentrate on the soothing scene which awaits her. She is upset as

she had enough in life and of course now she doesn't expect much from life, just
quiet solitude and peace.
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Raka, Tara an

Nanda Kaul also has to face the Inpengruiiness facaedssgfers a gruesoms

anda ? ictim of 'ecenomical deprivation’, T?r . Congruity_Anothé

7 Dafs. iakiicl:snzr::zl: breakdown as a result of her r_ﬂacrj'f;c';y related with the

iia;:z(;n?j(;g:pised marriage is that of lla Das_. Nanhda;zt i:rnly faces problems ¥

problems and these are the trauma of her life. S e“a was raped and murdere:

her daily life but she also sees her family suﬁer;”gﬁnd marriage of his dﬁ"—lgf:'te

by Preet Singh for trying to stop the disastrous ¢ she is shocked and faints

lla's death shatters Nanda as she was close tf) r_wte;r,her head hanging, the Biag
Raka finds her sitting , Nanda dies on thg St?0| wi

telephone hanging , the long wire dangling.

Conclusion :

. he traumatic an
Anita Desai in her novel Fire on The Mountain, prterii;';itof an unkind' e
ragic view of a housewife's life. It can be called a. desnd Raka's of our sociey
sorrowful world of many Nanda Kaul's , lla Da; S artune social inegquiica
These are women who suffer from the slings or misfo en The title of the novel s
Injustices committed on them by a savage soc ety af ;n women against the mat
emblematic of the revolt of the new generalions o the importance of sud
chauvinistic society. Ania Desai , commenting upon

ife contaip
' i at even life C
feelings , remarks in an interview : "But I'm quite sure th
many traumatic experiences.'

Bibliography & References :

. , Ihi, 1977.
2 Desai, Anita. Fire on the Mountain. Allied Publishers, De o s
1l H i rSl ’
2. Jain. Jasbir.'Anita Desai: Interviewed , "Rajashthan University
English, Vol 12, 1979, pp60-61.
3

- ] i ('_:)]']r 1981 s ¥
Prasad, Madhusudan. 'Anita Desai : The Novelist' ,New Horiz p
140.

p
/75(‘ fhe Strength / 72




A GENDER BASED ANALYSIS OF
'LABOR' AND WOMEN'S EMANCIPATION
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Abstract :

This paper attempts to highlight certain critical issues surrounding women
empowerment and gender equality in the context of urban areas in Global South.
In particular, this paper will ook into the issue of 'value' attributed to women's
'labor’ in the economic process. This will be done by a careful analysis of gender

norms at the level of the household as well as at the holistic level of the community
and society at large.

KEYWORDS :

Women empowerment; Global South; Poverty; Gender Equality;
Reproductive Labour

Introduction :

The urban is the space where it is deemed that ‘the woman', who is
traditionally disempowered and historically discriminated against in different
societies, can be liberated and empowered. The assumption is so, because the
urban as a spatio-temporal context is understood to be motivated by the principles
of enlightenment and free market and thus traditional and conservative is replaced
by liberation and modernity. However, how does it work? Is it effective? How
liberated and empowered are women within the urban space in Global South?

Objective/Scope of the Paper :
e Attempt to understand if policies aimed at ensuring women

empowerment and gender equality taking into consideration the issue
of 'reproductive labor'.
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old and
* Careful analysis of gender norms at the level of the househ
society as a whole. .
ual
* Tounderstand the extent of women empowerment and gender eq ity
in the context of urban areas in Global South.

|
Methodology : . i
This paper is based on a qualitative and theoretical analysu's of :erfogzjg 1
data collected from secondary data sources, i.e. relevant published lite |
and policy decisions on the subject concerned. i
Underlying Probiem : : . ;
Classical gender stereotypes attach women to activities which are ?;ﬁ::
outside what is understood as conventional economic production process. ot :
stereotypes become naturalized over time. There is a general tendency to a hold |
women to 'care’ related activities, typically within the four-walls of a .housfel o
and is considered as a natural process. Although, this gendereq colonngtz rait ?sr :
activities is a problem, the bigger issue is not the stereotype |ts§lf. Rathe 3
that such labor is not considered to have any significant economic value. ina of
So, broadly it is a two-dimension issue. The first includes st'ereotypl Lge Ny
gender roles and the second includes undervaluation of women's labor'n—nent‘
understand the stereotyping issue first. When we tallf about won}en emp'?v:fabout
it's mostly centered around the discourse of 'including WO’T‘en . So we. a surin
empowering women by including women in the product.non process; ins o rg‘
income eaming opportunities for them; inclusion of women in the ecqnom 2 t
of activities, etc. However, the women empowermgnt narn.'atlve. neef ; 0
complemented by an equally powerful discourse regarding the mclus;on o|e 1?0':
in activities perceived to be non-economic in nat‘ur'e. Thus, 'tl'.ne S r:lgeg o all
emancipation of women would be incomplete if 'the man' is no o(rqnan':s’j
represented in the household activities typically underjs,tood to be a: w in the
sphere. Thus, women empowerment and genc'ier equality can 'fak: f? acet Kinds
real sense only when there is the inclusiotr:n of different genders in differen ,
' ' ive' ell as 'reproductive’. .
of woF#r;ech;g:ﬁtl::ai:\i’; general?y understood as more progregs:ve :han the
rural counterpart. Thus, the urban space must reflect emancipation o wo;rrleln
and thus, inspire similar change in the rural space as well. Howeve;, m aez
locating oneself within an urban space doesn't guarantee freedom an
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empowerment. A woman's empowerment within the urban space depends on
various other factors. Education is one important factor. if a woman is educated
and possesses the required skills to fulfill the requirements of high-end jobs,
then gender disparity in employment to a certain extent can be reduced. However,
there are reported cases where men and women are paid differently for the
same work. Moreover, mere education cannot free women from age-old
stereotypes. Women can be perceived to be suited to carry out only certain
kinds of jobs. One's potential to hold on to and manage a particular job profile is
to a large extent influenced by gender stereotypes and gender roles. Also, there
is a dual burden of productive and reproductive labour, for women residing and
working in urban areas (Chant, 2014) as men generally tend to avoid (care)
reproductive labor as this is naturalized as the woman's sphere solely.

In a recent analysis by UNRISD (2010) covering Argentina, Nicaragua, the
Republic of Korea, Tanzania, South Africa and India, it was found that women
spend fewer hours in work which is paid or deemed of enough ‘productive’ value
to be included in the System of National Accounts (SNA), but work more hours
in total. In addition, in all six countries, women spend more than twice as much
time as men in unpaid care work, and in India, ten times more. Generally speaking,
the disparity between hours of men's and women's work is most marked among
low-income groups, and, as noted by Pineda-Ofreneo and Acosta in relation to

the Philippines, the '... poorer the household, the longer women work'(Chant,
2014).

Representation in formal structures of governance :

The experiences of women are often not included or given a subordinate
place in the discipline of politics. Since American politics and culture has a
hegemonic influence on the global system, it is important to understand the
ideological and gendered underpinnings of such a system. Various instances
show that the role played by women takes a backseat in the USA's realpolitik.
One instance where this gender bias was relfected was when before the
superpower summit in Geneva in 1985, Donald Regan, the then White House
chief of staff, told a Washington Post reporter that women wouldn't understand
the issues at stake at the meeting. Apparently such gendered underpinnings
were evident in other events as well; like in the year 1972, out of the twelve
women in the House of Representatives to the United States Government, five
were assigned to the Education and Labor committee, which suggests that women
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in politics are channeled into certain areas of public policy that are perceived as
‘women's issues'(Tickner, 1992).
- Job profiles and incomes of individuals are influenced by gender stereotypes
throughout all disciplines and areas of work and employment. This is how Foucault
-understands 'knowledge' influencing 'power' and vice versa. So, there are two
-dimensions to the notion of gender inequality- on one hand, women are not
allowed to occupy the traditional position of power in the work environment and
on the other hand, women's experiences are considered as less important in the
overall running of the system.
Thus, representation in governance forms an important element of gender
- equality (since traditional politics is considered as a man's sphere of activity).
Even within politics and governance, there is a tendency to assign women to
departments considered feminine enough to suit their gender. In recent times, |
change has been witnessed. For example, the Defence Ministry of India was |
headed by a woman from 2017 to 2019. Women are provided reservations in |
the local bodies in India. This can help to trigger positive change. Studying the
effect of having women policymakers, Raghabendra Chattopadhyay and Esther
Duflo found that the gender of the village council president influence the |
investments into different kinds of public goods (Chattopadhyay and Duflo, 2004),

Reproductive Labor :

- .So far we have seen that within the dominant socio-economic discourse
which shapes the mainstream societal narrative at large, there are ascertained
- dichotomies and consequent devaluations of certain ‘work types' resulting from
the gendered understanding of 'labor’ itself. Some of the dichotomies are as
follows: unproductive - productive; private-public; unpaid -remunerated or paid
less - well paid; female - male; soft work - hard work; caring-rationality.

Let.us understand how women's experiences are devalued in the overall
- system of affairs. In this sense, it is important to understand 'reproductive labor'
and its importance for the system. Reproductive labor or (care) reproductive
labor includes activities which are poorly remunerated or even unpaid labor. it
includes activities which contribute towards reproducing the workforce. Activities
- -involving household chores such as cooking and washing clothes come under
reproductive labor.

‘Reproductive labor is often naturalized as women's sphere of activity.
However, it is not given economic valuation in the dominant socio-economic
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discourse. This kind of labor remains behind the veil, outside the conventional
measures of weighing productivity. However, reproductive labor is very significant
in ensuring 'productivity' and 'growth' in the wider economic essence.
Reproductive labor facilitates the continuous reproduction of 'labor-power' which
ensures the sustainability of the economic system. Reproductive labor plays the
role of nurturing the potential laborer who eventually goes on to contribute to the
economic system. So, to undermine the role of reproductive labor, to demean its
value in the societal discourse is unfair. To overlook reproductive labor in the

production process is a 'blind spot' in economics and was pointed out in the
critique of mainstream economics by feminist economists.

Women in urban areas in Global South :

Gender inequalities and injustices persist in urban areas. There are

constraints in engagement in the labour market and informal enterprises. Other
constraints include:

® Unequal access to decent work,

Human capital acquisition,

Financial and physical assets,

Intra-urban mobility,

Associated time burden, and

Personal safety and security (Chant,2013). ‘

Women's contribution to urban prosperity is significant on one hand and
on the other hand women reap only limited rewards for her work. Barriers to
woman empowerment remain widespread in the global south. This is especially
true among the urban poor in global south. Gender inequality is a pertinent
issue in the urban areas. However, the urban is a spatio-temporal construct is
where we witness prosperity in conjunction with poverty. And this paradox acts
as hindrance for emancipation of women in global south.

The political economy of urbanisation primarily focuses on growth led
production process and there is a minimum focus on urban poverty (thi.s especiially
holds true in the context of developing societies of Asia, Africa and Latin America).
Thus, prosperity is not an inevitable outcome of urbanization. Poor living
standards, ocio- economic disparities, lack of decent work opportunities coupled
with violence, crime, insecurity, and mental and physical ill-health are other
properties that exist hand-in-hand alongside with prosperity within the urban
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space. The poverty and violence adversely impacts the well-being of womer "
the urban space. .

In mainstream narrative, there is a tendency to consider urbanisation S |
universally beneficial for women as an interest group. However, suC.h- a
generalization is a biased one. It is true that urban spaces provide opportuniti€s
for women's emancipation. However, such opportunities are not equally |
distributed. Women form a highly heterogeneous urban group and hence any
linear correlation between urban growth and gender equality is problematic. Also,
gender discrimination can be witnessed in terms of access to different spaces
within the city. .

"Urban women, while generally sharing specific gender interests arising |
from a common set of responsibilities and roles, constitute a fairly diverse group- |
There are elderly women, working women and women whose major reSPOT‘Sib'my
is in the domestic sphere. There are also women who balance multiple roles at |
the same time. Poor women living in slums and low-resource areas face |
disadvantages which are very different from those faced by women from middle- |
class families. Slum dwellers also experience an unequal level of service; women {
are doubly disadvantaged from poor access [sic]. Cities, especially large ur ban j
areas, also have more numbers of women-headed households, single women y
living by themselves, professional women who need to travel..." (Khosla,2009)

Also, the problems are "not only multi-dimensional but is also multi-
sectoral...[and]...is experienced in different ways, at different times and in
different 'spaces™ (Bradshaw, 2002)

Some common areas where women face discrimination are :
1. Access to Education- Women, as a gender category lagged behind in |
access to education on an equal par to men since women, until recently, |
were always associated with reproductive labor and thus skipped formal
education.
2. \ocational training- This too is gendered. For example, the skill of driving a |
car is to men, while weaving and tailoring are to women. |
3.  Unequal pay for equal work.

'Mobilization of communities concerning awareness regarding universal
human rights is very essential. Strategies for increasing the levels of education
of girls or raising their access to health services will have little or no effect on
lessening the gender gap between men and women, whether rich or poor if they
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are not embedded in human rights frameworks that affirm, guide, and monitor
violations of equal and universal rights (Keleher, 2007).

We saw the problem of the dual burden of productive and reproductive
labor, for women residing in urban areas. Policy interventions targeting women's
multiple, time-consuming responsibilities and obligations is a paramount
necessity.

Gender stereotypes exclude women from traditional notions of productive
work. These stereotypes also exclude men from certain domestic care related
work involving reproductive labor. So, if a man is not able to find a breadwinning
role for himself and at the same time isolating himself from the household chores
as well, then this will put a dual burden on the woman of the household.

Conclusion :

To achieve emancipation of women, who as a historical group have been
discriminated against sinc= centuries, there needs to be social awareness at the
macro-level of the community as well as the micro level of the family. Inclusion
of women in traditional economic activities must be complemented with inclusion
of men in care oriented labor of the household. There needs to be due
appreciation and valuation attributed to the economic significance of reproductive
labor. This should be a good place to start with. Urban is a symbol for modernity
and the civilizational epitome of our times. So, positive changes must get reflected
in the urban space. If social transformation in popular perception can be brought

about in the urban space, such transformation will over time trickle down to the
rural space as well.
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