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EDITOR’S NOTE

Women are always dynamic leaders of change around the world. Women now
have more powers than even before, still dominated by men in many areas of life.

“Shakt], the strength” an women oriented research journal, published by Narangi
Anchalik Mahavidyalaya Womens’ Studies and Research centre is an effort to create
awareness and research on women related various problems of the society.

This is our fifth attempt to find out the various issues related to women in our
country and globe through this journal. The current issues contains papers on the topic
like women empowerment, women and humanity, gender discrimination, traditions related
to women in our society etc. We have tried our best to reflect the real picture of today’s
women through thisjournal.

Atthisaugustmoment, | would like to thank all the contributors for their important
contributions. Also, [ would like to thank principal i/ c of our college Reeta Dutta Hazorika
and all the members of Women Studies and Research centre for their helping hand and
positive cooperation atevery level to make the success for publishing this research journal.

SAGARIKA CHOWDHURY






WOMEN AND WITCH HUNTING IN ASSAM

« BANASREE DEVI

Asstt. Professor
Dept. of Political Science, Narangi Anchalik Mahavidyalaya

ABSTRACT :

Women are victim of different types of violence. She is more vulnerable to
witch hunting in comparison to men. Due to different reasons she was killed in
the name of witch. Though the government try to solve the problem yet till today
witch hunting is practice in our country. In case of Assam districts under BTAD
jurisdiction have recorded highest number of witch hunting death. Due to
ignorance, poor health service, prevailing patriarchial mindset, superstition etc
are responsible for this problem. In this paper | am going to discuss about the
problem of witch hunting and also try to discuss how can we solve this problem
so that our innocent people can lead a peaceful life within their society.

Key words : Witch, hunting, superstitions, daini :

Women are believed to be weaker than men and therefore they become
the victim of different types of social exploitations. Sometimes women die due to
dowry related violence, sometimes she become the victim of domestic violence
and sometimes she killed due to superstitions prevailing in the society. Witch
hunting is one such superstition due to which men and women were being killed
in the different parts of the world. However if we examine the various data on
witch hunting we find that women are more vulnerable to witch hunting than
men. In the 21 century when men are thinking to settle in space, one important
tragedy is that since the last few years people of Assam came to know about
some pathetic killings of innocent lives, mostly women in tribal as well as in rural
areas by unruly mob under the suspicion of witch practice which is known as
‘Daini’ in local language. According to a report of Assam government, 2006 to
March 2018 over 1,700 people died in Assam due to rape, dowry and witch
hunting. Since 2011, 107 people have been killed in witch hunting. Kokrajhar,
Chirrang and Udalguri districts under the BTAD jurisdiction have recorded the
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highest number of witch, hunting death like 22, 19 and 11 respectively. BesideS
these in three districts nine deaths were reported in Biswanath, sevenin Goalpafé‘_v
six each in Nagaon and Tinsukia and four each in Karbi Anglong and Majull-
(The Assam Tribune, December 1, 2019) Among these most of them were women-

It is the local ‘Bez’ (witch doctor) who usually branded a woman (in few
causes man also) as witch in cases where a particular area is badly effected due

to draught, flood, iliness etc. It is a traditional practice and therefore people are
not willing to give up that practice.

In this paper | am going to discuss about causes of witch hunting and the
various ways by which we can solve this heinous crime.

Methodology :

This paper is based an secondary data collected from different books,

journals, newspapers and various information collected from internet sources-
Objective of the study :

The main objective of this paper are :

(1) To discuss about the problem of witch hunting.

(2) To highlight the reasons of witch hunting in Assam.
(3) To study the ways to solve this problem.

(4) To discuss about the role of govt.

M

‘Witch hunting’ meaning and the problem : Witch-hunting has b€én
practiced all over the world since ancient times. Historically an estimate
indicated that as many as 40,000 women killed as witches in Europe unti
the 17" to 18™ century. In case of India, in this 21% century nearly 200 to
150 women were killed in the name of witch craft every year. It is @ great
threat to illiterate innocent women all over the world. Though both men and
women have became the victim of this but women has been seems to bé
more suspectable.

The term ‘witch’ has been derived from the English word ‘wicca
(masculine) and ‘wicce’ (feminine). Itis a deep rooted psychological problem

which is prevail in a society. It was in medieval Europe where the term
‘witch hunting’ was first used. From 14t tg 15t century many thousands of

people were tortured and killed in the name of witch hunting. After Europe
it was raised to America but it was decline due to development of society.

The word [1] ‘witch’ means a person especially woman, who profess is
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supposed to practice magic, especially black magic or black art. According

to Cambridge English dictionary ‘witch’ means women who is believed to

have magical power and who used them to harm or help other people.

Witch hunting is a situation where accusations are made freely, especially

against someone or something that is not popular with the majority.

In case of India, witch hunting results usually on branding as ‘witches’
confirmed by local ‘ojha’ or ‘bez’ who themselves are witch craft practitioner.
It is generally practice in many tribal and backward rural places. Those
women who were the victims of witch hunting were subjected to several
types of torture, such as thrashing, burn injuries, parading necked in village,
forcing to eat human excreta, rape, inserting objects to private parts, ear or
nose being cut off, teeth pulled out, her land and property being seized and
damaged, forcibly evacuated from the village and even sometimes she
had to end her life in the hands of these illiterate people.

In Assam ‘witches’ are known as ‘daini’. In most of the cases witches
are killed due to personal enimity This evil practice is prevailing at Mayong
in Marigaon district, which is also famous for black magic. But not only in
Mayong it is also practice by the several communities and tribes across
the Brahmaputra Vally some of the worst affected areas in Assam are
Sonitpur, Baksa, Karbi Anglong, Lakhimpur, Sibsagar, Goalpara and Jorhat.

These are several ways by which people identify ‘daini’. Among them
two are mentioned below :

(a) The traditional astrologer of a village identify a women as witch for
which something unnatural happen in that particular village and she s
then consider as ‘daini’ and faces various hardship in the hands of her
native villagers

(b) The second way of identification is by covering severely ill patient with
a net. Itis believed that particular person is suffering from sever iliness
due to the bad affect of witch and therefore that person is picked with
a thorn and other sharp thing to known the name of that particular
witch who is responsible for this sever iliness. Since it becomes difficult
to bear the pain therefore at last that particular patient reveals the
name of a woman, who is then accused as the ‘daini’.

*f&, The Strength / 11




3)

Causes of witch hunting :

- There are various causes of witch hunting in Assam. Following are some
causes which are responsible for most of the incident in Assam.
(1) Old superstitions : Old superstition which prevail in most places ongsam
is very much responsible for witch hunting. Even literate people believe
this practice due to superstition prevailing in their society.

Lack of education : llliteracy is one of the great cause of witch hunting.
Due to ignorance people instead of taking their patients to the doctors they
look them to the village ‘bez’ or witch doctors.

Poor health care infrastructure : People of Assam are highly affected by
diseases like Malaria, diarrheia, typhoid, jaundice etc. for which every year
a large number of people had to lose their life. Since village people are
largely affected and their modern health care facility is also not up to t.he
mark therefore they visit witch doctors when they fall ill rather than seek!ng
advice from a qualified health practitioner. The witch doctors not being

able to cure that patient instead tell them that the disease is an outcome of
- witch craft, after that hunt for the witch begin.

Poor economic status : Poverty or poor economic status is another
important cause of witch hunting. Due to poverty people have no other
option but to visit the village baj who is easily available and affordable
treatment of their relatives. During flood or other epidemics since many
people fall ill they visited these witch doctors who can not cure the patient
and accused other innocent people of practicing witch craft and advised
the villagers to hunt and kill or expell them from their village.[2] It has been
also witnessed several time that the ‘victim’ of witch hunting is none butan

elderly women who lives under proverty or a widow (IJIRSSC, vol-3, Issue —
2,2017,p - 164).

(2)

(4)

(5)

Victimization of women over claim on property and denial of sex : On
many occasion due to property clash, widow or childless women or
unmarried women who have some amount of property became the victim
of witchcraft. Their rivals make them witch try to grab her property and
throw her out from her village. Again there are some instances where women
are accused of witch after they refused to have intercourse with man. [3]

The man they have rejected accuse them of being witches and spread
rumors among the villagers to hunt the witches.

&, The Strength / 12




(6) Patriarchal mindset : On many occasion due to the patriarchal mindset
prevailing amongst the male members of the village refused to handover
property right to the female members. Particularly widow without children
or single women are more vulnerable. Village male members project them
as witch and encourage fellow villagers to throw them out of the village.

Solutions of the problem :

Witch hunting is a very serious problem in present tribal and backward
societies. In this 21t century it is shameful that evil practices like witch hunting
still exist in our society. So each and every educated people should try to stop it
by hook or by crook. Even illiterate people like Birubala Rabha who herself is a
victim of witch hunting played great role to stop this evil practice. There are
some measures through which we can solve this problem to some extent.

(1) Without changing the mindset of the people nobody can solve the problem
of witch hunting. Some superstitions which is prevailing in a society are
solely responsible for this problem. Therefore through proper and scientific
education we can change the mindset of the people through which it is
possible to save many innocent life who are being killed in the name of
witch.

(2) People should be highly conscious about the problem. Particularly our
educated youth should be always ready to save these innocent life by
importing proper knowledge to the uneducated villagers.

(3) Proper enactment and enforcement of the law by the government is very
important to solve the problem. Those who were involve in witch hunting
they should be severely punished so that nobody can dare to repeat the
crime in future.

(4) Economic independence of the women is also very important. If she is
economically empowered then she can courageously stand against this
heinous crime.

(5) The NGO, civil society should also work hard in rooting out this evil practice.

(6) Awareness programe should be organize against the witch hunting and
people should be given proper scientific knowledge.

Role of government :
The government of Assam like many states of India try to stop this evil
practice by implementing a law to punish the culprits who are responsible for
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this crime. Therefore the government of Assam passed Assam witch huptlng
(prohibition, prevention and protection) Bill, 2015 which was signed by president
Ram Nath Kovind on 2018. The Act will be imposed along with section 30? of
the Indian Penal Code (IPC), if some one is killed after being bran@ed as witch.
This Act imposes imprisonment of up to seven years, along with a fine of up t9 5
lakh for branding someone as witch. But mere Act will not solve the problem if it
is not properly implemented. On many occasion authority is ignorant about the
crime and sometimes people due to fear donot inform it to the concerned
governing authority. The government can also organize awareness programme

against this evil practice and can also give proper employment or rehabilitation
to those who become the victim of witch hunting.

Conclusion :

The practice of witch hunting is a serious problem of our society Whl.Ch s:tﬂl
exists in this scientific age. Praticularly due to poverty, illiteracy, lack of scientific
outlook, male dominated society, lack of proper health care facilities as yvell as
expensive health care facilities, greed for wealth etc are responsible for existence

of this problem. Therefore both government as well as people in general should
try to solve this problem.
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“A STUDY ON WOMEN'’S
EDUCATION IN INDIA”

& DEEPANJALI! DAS

Asstt. Professor
Dept. of Education, Narangi Anchalik Mahavidyalaya

Abstract :

The term ‘women’ signifies sacrifies, talerance, fertility, honour, respect,
dignified. It is well known that woman is basic unit of a society. Women are
always responsible for a healthy development of a society. They are the builder
and moulder of a nation’s destiny. As women make a family, family makes a
home and home makes a society. So we should never think that a society would
come in to existence without the contribution of women. As women are the soul
of the society, they are responsible for the future of the soceity. But no nation
can achieve development in a true sense if it leaves its women behind education.

It is realised that progress of a country can be gauged by the advancement
of the status of its women folk, through education. Education has a key role in

every women'’s life and helps her to educate her children, to be good manager of

the family and as well as the active member of the society.

It is observed that an educated woman can bring proper development to
the society and the nation than an uneducated woman. An educated woman
has better understanding on the values of daily life than an uneducated woman.
Every educated woman can run her house smoothly and makes it a paradise on
the earth. So, education is a milestone of women because it enables them to
challenge, to confront their traditional role in male-dominated society and change
their life, and thereby improve their status.

Women education in our country plays a significant role in the overall
development of our country. Women's education is an essential need to change
their social status in the society and to remove the inequality and disparities.
between the male and the female. Women'’s education is the need of the hour
as the entire national, social, economic development depends upon it.

#f&, The Strength / 15
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This study conducts a study on women's education in India to reduce the
inequality and to know the development of women's education and the present
status of women’s education
Key words :

Women, education, society, development.
Introduction :

Women are the integral part of any society and no one can ignore that they
have a lead role in the healthy development of a society. We all know that without
education, no development is possible. Education is our human right and an
essential tool for achieving the goal of equality and peace. As the entire
development of the country depends upon the Indian women folk, So every
Indian woman should get equal opportunity to receive education along with the
man.

In the words of Michelle Obama, “when girls are educated, their countries
become stronger and more prosperous.”

E.O. Wilson said, “the education of women is the best way to save the
invironment.

Women’s education :

Women'’s education has the key role in national development. Educating a
women uplifts her life as well as the entire family life. Women'’s education of
India can open up new avenues for women for dealing with all aspects of life. It
is essential for making them independent and confident. Education of women
helps a women in improving the standard of living in her integrated growth and in
the sense of adaptability.

Objectives of the study :

1. To study the history of women'’s education.

2. To study the importance of women'’s education.
3. To discuss the problems of women'’s education.
4,

To find out the solutions.
History of women’s education in India :

The education of India women has a very long and sordid story. There was
a time when Indian women enjoyed a high social status, vedic age has been
remarked as “the golden age” for the women whereas the mediaval period has
been consideregd as, “The Dark age.” In vedic period the Indian women had
&, The Strength / 16




achieved a good position and opportunity to get education. In the Vedic period,
the education system was very developed. We never forget the contribution of
women of the vedic age. Some of the famous ladies like Gargi, Apala Viswavara,
Saraswati are the inspirations for the women of today. No of ancient Indian
women Scholars are gifts of the vedic period.

In the Buddhist period the ancient women did not get the high position or
status like that of Vedic period but they were not deprived of getting education.

During the Muslim period, the education of women almost came to a stand-
still because of the pardah system and child marriages. There was no provision
of education for the common girls and the education of girls were neglected in
this period. Only a limited no. of girls from the royal and rich families were imparted
education at their houses. Gulbadan Begum, Nur Jahan, Mumtaz Mahal were
some of the famous Muslim ladies who could received education.

However in the British period, there was the revival of interest in the
education of women in the country. Wood's despath of 1854, Hunter commission
of 1882 opened a new era in the development of women'’s education. During the
British rule various socio-religious movements led by eminent persons like Raja
Ram Mohan Roy, Iswar Chandra Vidya Sagar emphasized on women's education
in India. Later on, Mahatma Jyotika phule, Periyar, Baba Saheb Ambedkar were
the leaders of the lower castes in India took various initiatives for the development
of women'’s education in India.

With the attainment of independence in 1947, our national leaders realized
that the development of the country depends upon the education of woman. So
the Central Govt opened many schools for the encouragement of women'’s
education. As a result, female literacy rate has grown over the three decades
and the growth of female literacy has in fact been higher than that of male literacy

rate.
In 1971, only 22% was the female literacy rate and by the end of 2001 it

was 54.16%. If we observe the whole scenario we find that within period of ten
years i.e. from 1991-2001 the male literacy rate rose by 11 .72% whereas female

literacy rate rose by 14.87%.
According to the Indian total literacy rate of 2011 is 74.04% and the male

literacy rate is 82.14% and female is 65.46% respectively.

Importance of women’s education :
Education is considered as a milestone of women empowerment because

it enables them to respond to the challenges to confront their traditional role and
#f%, The Strength / 17




change their lifes. Today education of women is considered to be oné of the
basic needs after food, clothing and shelter. ' n the
The educated women are the weapons who yield positive impact c:r lds
Indian society through their valuable contribution at home and professional HelCs-
The educated women are able to earn more that will help in raising the economlg
condition and their status in family life and also they are the reason of improﬁ
economy in the society as well as the country. An educated women has " :
capacity to handle both the family and professional life very smothly. The educate
women will empower them to seek gender equality in the society. ,
The Educated women can effectively contribute in controlling the population
of the country as they would like to marry at a later age in comparision to the
uneducated women. They will be aware of the advantages and usefulness of
small and planned family and thereby help in reducing the alarming growth rate-
of population and can contribute in the healthy development of the country-
Women'’s education helps in reducing early marriage of girl child and remove
conservatism. The educated women would be able to rear children in a betterway,
leading to their good health and provide them with better facilities. .
Every educated woman can think well about her future and her aim in life
and also choose a right path which will be useful to her throught the life. _
The mother of a family is the first educator of the child. She is responsible
for upbringing and development of her child. Therefore it is necessary thata
mother is imbued with good qualities and is possessed as a good guide. The
children learn their behaviour, manners from home and mostly the mothers are
the responsible for cultivating good manners in their children. Education is the
main weapon for a mother to mould her children. An educated woman can better
understand the importance of education of the girl child and provide a bgtter
guidance to her. An educated woman better knows the proper health and hygiéne
issues of the family. She knows how to feed and nurture her children better than
an uneducated mother.
Because of education today women are to realize, their identity, becoming
aware of capacity and potential to strive for success, happiness and peace of
mind.

It is the need of the hour as the entire national and social development
depend upon it.

Problems of women’s education :

The expansion of girls’ or women’s education during the recent years is
%, The Strength / 18



however remarkable. Some factors effecting women’s education in our country.

1.

© ®

10.

Because of the attitude of conservation, Indian people or parents are not
awakened to the modern trends. The parents think that the education of
their daughter’s is a waste of money and time, because they will eventualy
live with their husband’s families. This attitude has a negative impact on
the development of women’s education.

Higher drop out rate among girls in backward areas and rural areas is a
major cause of women’s education. In many families, due to the poor
economic condition the girl children have to take the responsibilities of
household works such as looking after the sibling, fetching water, collecting
fire wood, cooking etc. and thereby they play the role of second mother
and are deprived of education.

Due to the gender gap in education women are lagging behind in receiving
education.

Dowry system and other social practices of Indian Society may stand as
barries for girl's education in our country.

In our educational system, there is the dearth of trained lady teachers. Due
to this reason the girls are discouraged to continue their education.

Lack of adequate transportation and communication facilities in rural areas
has a negative impact on the empansion of women’s education.

The lack of adequate school facilities and anattractive school environment
is considered as a barrier of girl's education.

Unattractive curriculum is considered as a major drawback of girls education.
The govt. and authority concerned show apathy towards women's education.
No financial and other assistance have been provided by the Govt. for the
development of women'’s education and that is why they are deprived of
quality education.

Due to the inadequate hostel facilities girls are not motivated to receive

education.

The steps to be taken for the solution of the problem :

Comprehensive steps to be taken for the expension of women’s education

in our country. In this direction, the Govt. has formed saveral committees,
commissions, policies, to give Hansha Mehta Committee, Kothari Commission
necessary suggestions for improvement of women’s education in the country,
New education policy, Sarva Siksha Abhiyan, Indira Mahila Yojana, Balika
Samridhi Yajona, Rastriya Mahila Kosh, Mahila Samridhi Yojana — all these
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schemes are adopted for the expansion of women’s education in our country.

Following steps should be taken for the development of women’s
education :

1. Girl's Education in the country should be made free and compulsory up to
the secondary stage. ‘

2. Adequate arrangements should be made for proper transport in rural areas.

3. School facilities should be provided to the girls nearer to their place of
residence.

4. Importance and priority should be given to the training of the lady teachers.

5. Better provision for hostel accommodation of girls should be made available
by the respective educational authority in school and colleges.

6. Gouvt. should provide more funds for girl's education.

7. Community awareness programme should be created.

8.  Gender disparities should be removed.

9. The school, deptt. of women’s studies, colleges, universities, women
institutions, NGO, social organisations can work together to improve the
status of the women folk of India.

10.

Govt. NGO should open awareness programme for women’s education in
remote areas.

Conclusion :

Education is an universal human right. The female represents apporixir'na.tely
half of the word’s populations they form a significant global resource their right
to education can not be ignored, Creating awareness about the importance of
educating girls is very urgent. Awell-integrated concentrated and holistic approach
to girl's education is essential at present. Today without education of women, we
cannot raise social and educational standard of the country. Here, we agree with
the words of Hartog committee; “we are definately of the opinion that in the

interest of advance of Indian Education as a whole priority should be given to
the claims of girls’ education in every scheme of education.”

In this context, it can be concluded by the famous quotes of Mahatma

Gandhi- “If you educate a man you educate a person, if you educate a women,
you educate a nation.”
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WOMEN'’S RIGHTS IN RELATION TO MARRIAGE
: WITH SPECIAL REFERENCE TO INDIA

= GITIKA SHARMA
Asstt. Professor
Deptt.of Political Science, Narangi Anchalik Mahavidyalaya

Introduction :

Marriage is a beautiful socially recognised relationship in between a man
and a woman. It unites two persons having different mental set up, social norms
and values, personal liking and disliking and above all different level of
temparament. Therefore, although there may arise disagreement in between
them, through marriage they are expected to form a family and to carry on the
liabilities of a family which is regarded as the basic unit of human social life. In
western societies it is seen that both husband and wife can enjoy equal freedom
in relation to any matters of disagreement in between them. But in case of India
because of it's patriarchial social system, women are not given equal rights with
that of men in their family life. As a result of it women are exploited, insulted,
supressed, humiliated and are deprived of their due rights. However, our
constitution and legal system provides various rights for the women in India so
that they can laid their lives as human beings. Despite the presence of so many
legal provisions, women in India in their married life have to face various problems.
This paper aims at to study the important rights of married women in India with
their drawbacks and to examine the remadies for it and to find out the areas of -
women rights which are not covered by the prevailing laws.

Need of the study :

As we all know that in traditional Indian society women are supposed to
confine their life within household activities. They can not protest against any
injustice faced by them. Although education to all policy is introduced and there
is a big section of educated women in our society, still they too not free from
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violence and injustice. Marriage give a separate identity to women and on the
basis of it they have to play different roles. But as a person rarely an woman get
fulfilled her aims and aspirations. In short, in majority Indian family women get
less priority in comparision to men in almost all aspects starting from health,
nutrition, education, access to information and so on. Therefore what rights are .
given to women by the constitution and our legal remedies is not important, how
these rights are practically accessible to women is mostimportant. So it is urgently
needed to analyse the women rights which they can enjoy in their married life
and to examine how far general women can reach them out. At the same time
it is also needed to study whether they stil| require some other legal support or

not. Because in the changing social system women have been facing many
more new problems in their family life.

Objectives: The main objectives of this paper are as follows:

1.

To study the women protective laws in relation to marriage.
2,

To examine how far the protective laws of married women in India are
successful in providing rights to them.

Some of the important rights of married women in India :
Constitutional Rights to Women:

The rights and safeguards enshrined in the constitution for women in India
are listed below:

The state shall not discriminate against any citizen of India on the ground
of sex [Article 15(1)].

The state is empowered to make any special provision for women.. In other
words, this provision enables the state to make affirmative discrimination in favour
of women [Article 15(3)].

No citizen shall be discriminated against or be ineligible for any employment
or office under the state on the ground of sex [Article 16(2)].

Traffic in human beings and forced labour are prohibited [Article 23(1)]-

The state to secure for men and women equally the right to an adequate
means of livelihood [Article 39(a)].

The state to secure equal pay for equal work for both Indian men and
Women [Article 39(d)].

The state is required to ensure that the health and strength of women
workers are not abused and that they are not forced by economic necessity to
enter avocations unsuited to their strength [Article 39(e)].
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The state shall make provision for securing just and humane conditions of
work and maternity relief [Article 42].

It shall be the duty of every citizen of India to renounce practices derogatory
to the dignity of women [Article 51-A(e)].

One-third of the total number of seats to be filled by direct election in every
Panchayat shall be reserved for women [Article 243-D(3)].

One-third of the total number of offices of chairpersons in the Panchayats
at each level shall be reserved for women [Article 243-D(4)].

One-third of the total number of seats to be filled by direct election in every
Municipality shall be reserved for women [Article 243-T(3)].

The offices of chairpersons in the Municipalities shall be reserved for women
in such manner as the State Legislature may provide [Article 243-T(4)].

Women Human rights protection :

India has also ratified various international conventions and human rights
instruments committing to secure equal rights of women. India also ratified the
UN Convention on Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women
{(CEDAW) in 1993. Human Rights are indivisible, inalienable and universal.

Right to Reside in Marital Home :

The Hindu Adoptions and Maintenance Act, 1956, entitles wives a basic
right to reside in the matrimonial/marital household. The term matrimonial home
refers to a household a woman shares with her husband.

The house may be owned by the husband or his parents, a rented property
or officially provided to him. Regardless, whether it is an ancestral one or a joint
family house, a daughter-in-law is entitled to reside in it. Also, she has the right
to live in her matrimonial residence even if her husband is not there or is dead.
Many cases have come to light where a husband leaves a rented accommodation
when his relationship with the wife turns sour. However, this does not free the
man from providing basic maintenance to his wife and children. In fact traditionally
it is believed that after marriage a woman has rights only in her husband’s home
and not in her parental home, though legally the position is now changed and
today women have a right of residence in both parental as well as the matrimonial
home.) The contract of marriage creates a legal obligation upon the husband
and his family members to provide a shelter and maintenance to the wife.

In our society, a woman is perceived as a home maker, in addition to all
other roles she may be required to perform. So while women have the burden of
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managing the house, cooking for the family, raising the children and tending to
the sick, their chances of earning an adequate income to support themselves or
even the chances of retaining their pre-marriage jobs are constrained. Hence
when economic support is withdrawn due to a matrimonial conflict, most women ‘
are rendered destitute. The situation becomes dismal when they have the
additional burden of caring for their children. Women's right to shelter and
maintenance is located within this conceptual framework. There are various legal
provisions which are meant to safeguard the rights of the wife in her husband'‘s
home and to ensure that she can live there with dignity and safety. The husband
and his family cannot deprive her of these rights. They cannot harass a wife for
dowry and inflict violence upon her. If a situation of domestic or sexual violence
arises, the wife can avail of legal remedies under criminal as well as civil laws.
The wife also has a right to file for divorce and opt out of the marriage she also
has a right to custody of her children

Right to Streedhan :

According to the Hindu Succession Law, Streedhan refers to the gifts a
woman receives during pre-marriage or marriage ceremonies and during
childbirth. This includes any movable, immovable property, jewellery, gifts, money
and more (e.g. god bharai, baraat, mooh dikhai). |

The main objective of providing Streedhan to a married woman is to provide
her some monetary safeguards after marriage.

The apex court has given inalienable rights over Streedhan to the married
woman. It rules that the right is not lost even after separation from her husband.
That is, a wife has complete ownership rights to all her Streedhan, the gifts and
money given to her before and after marriage.

Right to Mehr (For Muslim brides) :

Similar to the concept of Streedhan in Hindu religion, Mehr is a gift promised
by the husband to the wife at the time of contracting the marriage. The gift can
be cash, jewellery, house or any other property which becomes a Muslim wife's
sole property. Paying the promised mehr is mandatory according to Muslim law,
Not paying the promised mehr is a breach of Muslim law, which can further lead
to unfavorable punishment and consequences for the husband.

The denial of Streedhan to the wife makes the husband and in-laws liable

for criminal charges. If a mother-in-law possesses her daughter in law’s Streedhan
and dies without a legal will, then the married woman has a legal right on it.
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Right to Maintenance by Husband :

A wife has the right to claim decent living standards and basic comforts of
life from her husband. However, the benefits are subject to the husband’s living
standards, his income and property. In case of ties souring, he has to provide
basic maintenance facilities to his wife and children.

The basic amenities include food, clothing, residence, education and
medical treatment. Section 125 of the Criminal Procedure Code, 1973, supports
this right.

According to the Indian legal system, a woman — even after separation —
can claim up to 25% of her husband’s net income as alimony.

Even if a woman is working, she can claim maintenance, if her husband'’s
income is substantially more than her income and she is unable to maintain
herself or herchildren from that income. If the husband and wife are earning the
same amount, she cannot claim maintenance from him. Butin such a situation,
women can claim maintenance for their children.

Right to Child Maintenance :

It is the duty of the husband and the wife to provide the required facilities to
their minor child. In case the woman is not capable earning a living, then it is the
duty of the man to provide financial assistance.

In case both partners are monetarily incapacitated, they can take support
from their parents to look after the child. Additionally, a minor child also has the
right to seek partition in ancestral property.

Right of custody of their children is a very important concern for women
facing domestic abuse. Due to the fear of losing custody of their children, many
women continue to live in violent relationships and are afraid of taking legal
recourse to end the violence. Since earlier the father was considered as the
natural guardian there is a belief prevalent in society that the children belong to
the husband and his family and the woman has no claim over them and that her
role is confined to only taking care of them. When women leave their matrimonial
home, they are often warned that they will not be able to get custody of their
children and further, they will not be even able to meet them. But over years, due
to sustained struggle from the women's movement, the law is changed and
today the woman is considered as the joint natural guardian of her children and
also considered as the primary care taker of her children. The courts also consider
that she will be the best suited person to take care of her children. In this section,

&, The Strength / 25




women's right to custody and the ways in which this ri
explained Hindu Law

Daughters

ght can be secured is *

Property rights of married women in India :

There is no single body of property rights for Indian women. Religion and
community wise there are different laws. !

According to Hindu law, daughters have equal right of inheritance as sons
to their father's property. Daughters also have a share in the mother’s property.
The Hindu Succession (Amendment) Act, 2005 (39 of 2005) came into force :
from 9th September, 2005. the Amendment Act removes gender discriminatory

0 . ]
provisions in the Hindu Succession Act, 1956 and gives the following rights to ‘
daughters

i

The daughter of a coparcener shall by birth become a coparcener in her
own right in the same manner as the son;

The daughter has the same rights in the coparcenary property as she would
have had if she had been a son;

The daughter shall be subject to the same liability in the said coparcenary
property as that of a son;

The daughter is allotted the same share as is allotted to a son;

A married daughter has no right to shelter in her parents’ house, nor
maintenance, charge for her being passed on to her husband. However, a married
daughter has a right of residence if she is deserted, divorced or widowed.

Awoman has full rights over any property that she has earned or that has
been gifted or willed to her, provided she has attained majority. She is free to
dispose of these by sale, gift or will as she deems fit. Wives

A married woman has exclusive right over her individual property. Unless

she gifts it in part or wholly to anyone. She is the sole owner and manager of her
assets whether earned, inherited or gifted to her.

Entitied to maintenance, support and shelter from her husband, or if her
husband belongs to a joint family, then from the family.

Upon partition of a joint family estate, between her husband and his sons,
she is entitled to a share equal to as any other person. Similarly, upon the death
of her husband, she is entitied to an equal share of his portion, together with her
children and his mother.

In case of mothers, she is entitled to maintenance from children who are
notdependents. She is also a Class | heir. Awidowed mother has a right to take
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a share equal to the share of a son if a partition of joint family estate takes place
among the sons. All property owned by her may be disposed by sale, will or gift
as she chooses. In case she dies intestate, her children inherit equally, regardless
of their sex. On the other hand, in case of wives-

A married woman has exclusive right over her individual property. Unless
she gifts it in part or wholly to anyone. She is the sole owner and manager of her
assets whether earned, inherited or gifted to her.

Entitled to maintenance, support and shelter from her husband, or if her
husband belongs to a joint family, then from the family.

Upon partition of a joint family estate, between her husband and his sons,
she is entitled to a share equal to as any other person. Similarly, upon the death
of her husband, she is entitled to an equal share of his portion, together with her
children and his mother.

Under Muslim Law, the daughter’s share is equal to one half of the son’s in
keeping with the concept that a woman is worth half a man. ,

She has, however, and has always had full control over this property.

Daughters have rights of residence in parent’'s houses, as well as right to
maintenance, until they are married. In case of divorce, charge for maintenance
reverts to her parental family after the iddat period (approximately 3 months).

Protection under the Domestic Violence Act What is “domestic violence”
under the Protection of Women from Domestic Violence Act :

‘The term Domestic Violence’ under Domestic Violence Act includes
physical, emotional, sexual and economic violence. The following is an
explanation of these terms.Physical violence-beating, kicking, slapping, etc
Emotional violence—abusing, using derogative words, demanding dowry,
humiliating her because she does not have children or has only girl children, or
because she is not good looking or she has not brought enough dowry, etc or
threatening to throw her out of the house or threatening that she will not be
provided any money for her or her children‘’s maintenance, etc.Sexual violence
forcing the wife to have sex when she is not in a position to have sex (e.g. during
menstruation or soon after delivery/ abortion), forcing her to watch pornography,
filming her nude and then circulating these video clips, threatening to bring other
women into the house to have sex with them in her presence, forcing the wife to
have sex with other men, etc.Economic abuse means neglecting to maintain the
wife, not giving her money for her maintenance, throwing her out of the house
and not providing any shelter or maintenance, not retuning her dowry, stridhan
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or jewellery etc. The husband has to pay for the woman's regular household
expenses and for the children‘'s expenses. If he does not pay her regulal
maintenance or abandons the wife, it would amount to domestic violence undel!
this Act. What rights does this Act give women?

The Act gives women the right to live a life free from violence. It protects
the right to shelter in the following ways - and his family members from committir!g
violence on her. Even if she is living in her own father's house and if she is afraid
that the husband may assault her or come to her place of work and Right to an
order of protection: If there is a threat of violence, the woman can get an order of
protection, restraining the husband an humiliate her, she can ask for a stor
orderj~ (injunction) to restrain him from coming anywhere near her. Right to live
in the same house: The husband, father-in-law or even the father of a woman |
girl cannot throw her out from the house where she is living or has lived. Right tc
claim Maintenance: As explained above, the woman has a right to claim
maintenance under this Act

Right to custody: No one can take away the children from the mother, nof
even the father. If such a threat is there, she can go to to court and get an ordel
to protect her right. If her child is taken away forcibly from her custody she can
approach the police or the court to get her child back. o

Right to claim compensation: If the woman has suffered any harm orinjury
due to domestic violence she has a right to claim compensation for it under the
Act.

Right to Committed Relationship :

A happy and successful married life cannot be led without propel
commitment from the both partners equally. A married woman has the right tc
have a committed relationship, unless a legal application for separation (divorce)
has been filed. This implies that her husband cannot be in a relationship with
another woman or have an extra-marital affair. )

However, if the husband still has relations with another woman OUtS'd.G
marriage, the wife can charge him for adultery. Adultery in India is also a basis
for divorce under Section 13 of the Hindu Marriage Act, 1955.

Right to Parental Home :

Earlier, India strictly followed the Tradition of ‘Beti toh Paraya Dhan Hot
Hai'. But with time, people’s approach towards daughters has changed gnq s@
have the laws. Now, daughters have acquired equal status as their male siblings
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even after marriage.

Inheritance : The Hindu Succession Act, 1956, did not give daughters and sons
equal right in the father’s property. As per the old Act, the daughter enjoyed
rights on her father’s property only until she got married. But the Act was amended
in 2005. As per the amendments introduced in the Hindu Succession Act in
2005, every daughter, whether married or unmarried, has equal rights as her
male sibling to inherit her father’s property after his death. That is, every married
daughter has equal rights, liabilities, and duties as her brother’s. Additionally,
the daughters also have a share in the mother’s property. If the father does not
sign any will before his death, they can turn to the court for legal aid.

Daughters as Coparceners : A coparcenary is formed with the four generations
of a family. Earlier, daughters were excluded from being a coparcener. However,
according to the Hindu Succession Act (2005), a married woman has equal
rights to be a coparcener. It enables the women'’s legal rights on coparcenary
property. This implies that women of the family have the right to equally inherit a
share in the undivided property since birth. They have similar rights and liabilities

as the son.

Right to Live with Dignity and Respect:

A wife has the legal authority to live with proper dignity and self-respect
with her in-laws. She also has the right to have the same lifestyle that her
husband’s and in-laws have. This legal right provides married woman
independence after marriage. The married woman also has the right to voice
out against any physical or mental torture.

o
i
l
|

Right to a committed relationship :

The Supreme Court said, “A daughter-in-law is to be treated as a member
of the family with warmth and affection and not as a stranger with respectable
and ignoble indifference. She should not be treated as a house maid. No
impression should be given that she can be thrown out of her matrimonial home
at any time. The manner in which sometimes the bride is treated in many a
home by the husband, in-law and the relatives creates a feeling of emotional
numbness in society. A married woman has the right to have a committed
relationship meaning that her husband cannot be in a relationship with another
woman unless a legal divorce is finalised. In addition, if the husband is in a
relationship with another woman, a married woman can charge her husband of

adultery, which also becomes a ground for divorce.
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Privacy and Reproductive rights of married women :

Demand for privacy by a married woman cannot be dubbed as cruelfo
towards the husband and be sufficient ground for divorce, the Delhi High Court|
has held.

"Privacy is a fundamental human right. The Oxford dictionary defines privac){:
as ‘a state in which one is not observed or disturbed by other people’. So when
a woman enters into matrimony, it is the duty of the family members to PTOV'de_"
her privacy,” (observed Justice S Ravindra Bhat and Justice Deepa Sharma.) |

The observation was made while dismissing a husband's plea that

challenged a 2010 trial court order dismissing his petition seeking dissolution Qf
marriage on the grounds of cruelty.

Irretrievale breakdown of marriage :

Besides cruelty, the husband also raised the ground of irretrieva?le
breakdown of marriage by narrating that their wedlock has virtually lost its meaning
as they were living separately for 12 years and had reached a point of no return.

However, the bench said that though the Supreme Court had recommended
to the Centre in 2006 an amendment to the Hindu Marriage Act to incorporate
irretrievable breakdown as a ground for divorce. it is yet to be done till date.

The court, however, held that the demand for privacy by the wife cannq’t b,e
termed as cruelty. The bench noted the trial court's observation that a wife’s
demand to setup a separate home was not unreasonable. .

The bench said, “There is no evidential backing by the husband or _hls
family members showing that they had provided requisite privacy to the wife.

“The family court was therefore correct in holding that such a demand was nol
Unreasonable and as such did not constitute cruelty.”

Abortion and Reproductive Autonomy :

The Puttaswamy judgment specifically recognised the constitutional righ
of women to make reproductive choices, as a part of personal liberty und?l
Atticle 21 of the Indian Constitution (Justice K S Puttaswamy v Union of Ind!a
2012). The bench also reiterated the position adopted by a three-judge bench in
Suchita Srivastava v Chandigarh Administration (2009), which held that
reproductive rights include a woman's entitlement to carry a pregnancy to its full
term, to give birth, and to subsequently raise children: and that these rights form
part of a woman's right to privacy, dignity, and bodily integrity.
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Marital rape is a non criminalised crime in India :

The definition of rape codified in Section 375 of the Indian Penal Code
(“IPC”") includes all forms of sexual assault involving nonconsensual intercourse
with a woman.[2] However, Exception 2 to Section 375 exempts unwilling sexual
intercourse between a husband and a wife over fifteen years of age from Section
375's definition of “rape” and thus immunizes such acts from prosecution. As
per current law, a wife is presumed to deliver perpetual consent to have sex with
her husband after entering into marital relations. While unwilling sexual contact
between a husband and a wife is recognized -as a criminal offense in almost
every country of the world, India is one of the thirty-six countries that still have
not criminalized marital rape.[3] The Supreme Court of India and various High
Courts are currently flooded with writ petitions challenging the constitutionality
of this exception, and in a recent landmark judgment, the Supreme Court
criminalized unwilling sexual contact with a wife between fifteen and eighteen
years of age.[4] This judgment has in turn led to an increase in other writs
challenging the constitutionality of Exception 2 as a whole. In light of ongoing
litigation, this Article critically analyses the constitutionality of Exception 2. most
recently, the Supreme Court has explicitly recognized in Article 21 a right to
make choices regarding intimate relations. In Justice K.S. Puttuswamy (Retd.)
v. Union of India, the Supreme Court recognized the right to privacy as a
fundamental right of all citizens and held that the right to privacy includes
“decisional privacy reflected by an ability to make intimate decisions primarily
consisting of one’s sexual or procreative nature and decisions in respect of
intimate relations.”[15] Forced sexual cohabitation is a violation of that
fundamental right.[16] The above rulings do not distinguish between the rights
of married women and unmarried women and there is no contrary ruling stating
that the individual's right to a privacy is lost by marital association. Thus, the
Supreme Court has recognized the right to abstain from sexual activity for all
women, irrespective of their marital status, as a fundamental right conferred by
Article 21 of the Constitution.

The Muslim Women (Protection of Rights on Marriage) Act. 2019 :

The Muslim Women (Protection of Rights on Marriage) Act, 2019 is an Act
of the Parliament of India criminalising triple talaq. In August 2017, the Supreme
Court of India declared triple talag, which enables Muslim men to instantly divorce
their wives, to be unconstitutional. The minority opinion suggested the Parliament
to consider appropriate legislation governing triple talaq in the Muslim community.
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In December 2017, citing the Supreme Court judgment and cases of triplé
talaq in India,the government introduced The Muslim Women (Protection of Rights
on Marriage) Bill, 2017. The bill proposed to make triple talag in any form—
spoken, in writing, or by electronic means—illegal and void. Punishment for breach
of the law was proposed to include up to three years imprisonment for the husband
pronouncing triple talaq.

Interesting thing is that, Triple talaq is not mentioned in the Quran. ltis als@
largely disapproved by Muslim legal scholars. Many Islamic nations have barred
the practice, including Pakistan and Bangladesh, although it is technically lega

“in Sunni Islamic jurisprudence. Triple talaq, in Islamic law, is based upon the
belief that the husband has the right to reject or dismiss his wife with gooc
grounds. |

The All India Muslim Personal Law Board (AIMPLBY), a non-governmenta
organisation, had told the Supreme Court that women could also pronounce
triple talaq, and could execute nikahnamas that stipulated conditions so that the
husbands could not pronounce triple talag. According to AIMPLB, “Sharia grants
right to divorce to husbands because Islam grants men a greater power ol
decision-making.”

Loopholes married women protective laws :

In India the Constitutionally guranted equality for women is ofter
contradictory to the harsh societal reality of the land and its cultural norms. Nf
doubt, there are many protective laws for married women in our country. But if
reality they hardly get justice on time and so many untold stories about thei
miserable life are found in our socity that it seems women protective laws are
meaningless in India. The loopholes of our legal system along with social outlool
in this regards are discussed below-

The Dowery Prohibition Act was passed in 1961. Again in 1984 The Down
Prohibition (Amended) Act 1984, was passed. However despite statuton
prohibition of dowery, the menace has continued more so because till now the
law was absolutely ineffective and in view of it's language, it was very difficult t
apprehend and convict any body under this Act.

As many as 15,000 women annually are killed by their husbands in dispute!
over dowry. Reported dowry deaths have increased by 170 percent in the pas
decade. Thousands more are injured and maimed because the husband, or tht
husbands,or the husband‘s family, is dissatisfied with the dowry brought by thi
wife. In India sometimes women are burned if their parents didn‘t pay enougl
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dowry when the girl got married. This is often called a “kitchen accident”; in 99%
of these “kitchen accidents” a woman is murdered. The international centre for
research on women, in a study on domestic violence, found that 12% of Indian
women cited dowry harassment as the cause of domestic violence.

If women get the divorce then women go in the state of loneliness.
Loneliness further leads to psychological harassment. Divorce creates problems
for maintenance because there is no such law for maintenance. An early marriage
also leads to early children that cause to mother’s poor health and mother’s
mortality. So, overall somehow many societal issues emerge from the religious
personal laws which has adverse effects on women. In fact there is no law to
combat dowry crimes, there is no legal bar against a man marrying the next day
after burning his wife.

Though women and men of all communities have the choice of of getting
married under the Special Marriage Act , which has more equitable provisions
for marriage and divorce, society still looks down upon a divorced woman as the
‘culprit’ while the man is able to remarry without a stigma. Moreover, after seeking
divorce most women suffer from lack of education and economic independence
and are left in a helpless situation.

The law of maintenance is also unjust. A Hindu woman is entitled to
maintainenance under the Act of 1955 and 1956, but she has to move the court
for several times to get justice.and the amount of maintenance is decided by the
court. However the maintenance amount must sufficently enough to provide the
same position and status of the woman. Though the Act is made for the betterment
of the women, but non payment of alimony is not recognised as a serious offence.
In many cases it has been seen that the husband avoid the responsibility to
maintain their divorced wife. This economic diprivation snached away from women
the right to adiquate livelihood.

The Protection of Women From Domestic Violance Act2005 is an
improvement over the earlier prevailing legal mechanism as far as the role of
the law enforcing agencies is concerned. Earlier the responsibility of enforcement
of law was taken by the police. But they could not properly exercise their duties
as they belived that domestic violence is a family matter and therefore it can not
be called a crime. The new Act created two officers (PO)for the purpose of
implimentating the law. One is ‘protection officer’ and the second is ‘service
provider’ (SP). The main duty of the Pois to facilitate a woman'’s access to relief
/s provided under the Act. And the appointment of SP s is entirely the discretion

*f&, The Strength / 33




of the states. But in reality, most of the victimised women do not knOV‘;;:iz:-:,
their rights with the help of which they can claim protection and assistanc€ |
domestic violence. - :
The PWDVAIs good in many ways. ltis friendly to even to poor and !lsllt::z:
women; it educates the woman regarding the rights and available ass'e le ‘
provides many reliefs (which facilitate psychosocial rehabilitation), f"em tsgta
advice and help to initiate legal proceedings against respondent; it attehepma'o
restore the family; and last, but not the least, it empowers the woman. T_ norem
criticism against PWDVA is that mental illness in AP or respondent is 19 cci Id
Apart from this, there are mixed reactions toward few legislations, €SP 9 a 'Y?
PWDVA, DPA and IPC 498A, because they have been frequently abuse a"d-é
are considered as “anti-men.” . . India »
Recently when the Bill to criminalize marital rape was lntroducefi in o1t
was turned down by the Parliament on the ground that marriage is @ sacred!
institution and touching it will leads to breakdown of marriages. Many pe0p|e~i
believe that India should be proud of its culture because “the nation has loy
divorce rates”. Statements have been issued against criminalizing marital fape
without acknowledging the fact that most marriages in India survive beCTUSe‘
women silently endure violence and abuse within such relationships. The cu tufe:
of “silence”, “tolerance”, “adjustment”, “compromise” among women is pfOPagafed'
to “save and respect the ‘honour’, the ‘pride’ and the ‘values™ of the Indiap
family. But it a fact that ultimatly in the name of all these social values Womgn
are either murdered or are forced to commit suicide. On the other hand ther Sis
a men’s group which is lobbying fiercely to highlight the fact the law agalnst
domestic violence has been misused by women and therefore should b? diluteq,
They further propagated that the enactment of penal law against marital rapg
will also be abused by women. According to such arguments, a woman, Who jg
not docile, subservient or compliant and complains about the continuous abugg
within the conjugal relationship is an anti-family warrior breaking the sacred.bonds
Wwhile converting bedroom to a battlefield. Both the groups ignore the reality that
most cases of emotional violence, sexual abuse, physical assault, mental traurna,
all takes place within this “sanctified” territory because women are pOWGI‘.Iess
and vulnerable and have been socialized to be pliant, obedient and subservient

Suggestions :

After discussing the laws and constitutional provisions that protects the
rights of the married women in India it is found that the in reality, those womep
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who suffers in their married life rarely get justice on time. Following suggestions
are given to deal with the problem.

1.

2.
3.

Efficient and accountable law enforcement machinery at all levels
(administration, government, police and judiciary) is needed.
Education and economic self reliance is must for every girl before marriage.

Strong marital bond would act as a deterrent.
Change in mind set of the judiciary is the need of the day. Indira Jaising,
Additional Solicitor General of India, aptly stated “It's time for India’s courts
to gaze inward and throw out deeply embedded patriarchal notions that
stop judgments from being fair to women. Sexism within the system has to
go before it does more damage in the country.Hindu Marriage Act, 1955
(Amended In 1976)
Amendments in existing legislations- if any existing laws fails to provide
proper protectin to the victimised women, such laws should be amended.
For example, The Hindu Marriage Act (1955) considers a marriage is a
valid one if neither party is an idiot or a lunatic at the time of marriage.
Some critics says that mental iliness may be removed from conditions of
Hindu marriage. Not informing about past iliness of mental iliness should
not be a ground for nullity of marriage.
Code of conduct at work place, school and home, with respect to interaction
with persons of opposite sex should be outlined and implemented.
Gender sensitization by parents and teachers is needed regarding the
sensitivities and boundaries of man-woman relationships.
Change in the value system- Changes in the value system are needed.
Parents and teachers should strive to infuse good moral and religious values
in children and serve as role models. The masses should be educated to
perceive that girls and boys are one and the same. This can happen only if
traditional values are replaced by progressive ones.
Need of legal literacy- Most of the women in our society are ignorent of the
lagislations which have been enacted to provide them specific rights. They
should be made made aware of these rights. Not only women should have
knowledge of law, men should also have legal literacy so that they can
understand what kind of treatment and behaviour they should have towards
their life partners.
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10. Active support of law enforcing agencies- Failure of the law enforcing

agencing, especially the police, is another reason for the ineffgctive of th:
laws. As soon as the laws are passed, the rules and regulations should,

also be framed and an infrastructure and implimentation machinary muStl
form a part of the statutes. J

Conclusion :

After discussion on the rights of married women in India it has been found
that even today, in the presence of so many protective laws for married wome_n:
their condition is not improving. For that it can not be said that only judicial
system in India is responcible, the whole social value system is eqUa"Y|
responsible. Actually if we analyse the real meaning of marriage then it will beg
found that it's such an unique social institution that where both male and femfile
together can form the foundation of relationship. So contribution and cooperation
of both of them is equally important and there should not arise the question of
rights and opression. Unfortunately, in most cases women are dominated aljd
oppressed by the men and the so colled social values of traditional patriarchial
society is equally responsible forit. Sometimes even in modern educated families
also women are deprived of their basic human rights. Nowadays even womef1
with good educatioal qualification and prestigeous job have to suffer in thell
married life. For this it can be said that somewhere in our society tolerance and
thought process is not working properly. So in today’s complex society womgn
have to be very conscious about how they can have a happy married life with
full of confidence, self respect and dignity.

Reference :
1.

Sumanlata. “Towards Empowering Women”;Akansha Publication2010
2.

Saxena Shobhna “Crime Against Women And Protective Laws”
Deep&Deep Publication 2008

Web source :

http:/vww.thebetterindia.com
http,iwww.shadisaga.com
www.legalservicesindia.com
http://indiankanoon.org
http://www.mainstream

oOhN b=

*f&, The strength / 36




SR JiE R Teree MR wiEe ekt

T IR ¢ @F HCATAIAF ST

&5 T° TR SIFT
. TSI WGP
ST e, Jicss) Sl SRifkmies

ATIEAL 8

o) OISR AN THIFS Tl (211 SETT ARSI FiG5-1Ry Sore et S=Ing SRmi
SISRICET A BFAIRAeT FoeT® TeTbe GeITnd Syos | IR AfRorSeR wiFFINt gaelrs
oI RS R S | (SR W I, &S Figz, Twen Fes1, Rearg) sm
s AR BRe ATT PRI TR ISR ~Tofire e 120z | AR AGFRRIA I
FEITS (OTATS TWER »1}1 e =z FHR 779 A Rpe 7 +fRacs @RS s
TIFFT Fore 7ife «f[{em)

TP G MRS QI Ao TN FIN 0 ST WS TG S
SIS T5=1 SR | ST JEETS (NI SUNTS FoRE eri-ael Rgfer A czee s F71
T ) 3T | RGNS &1 S ZHCAR FINCE 90 31 &fowim SRR (s Ifire T
SRR TS LA FIR GC 7L | AGFPIE TENIG IS LI 3OS A (I
IS Gl T PR I F [ETS R Sy e ffes @3 ewgsl afsat
AIBHIN T T | AFBS ANGIAS Q9RIF] SLFIES AR FA(EFR e AR T
ST RN B T AR AGTITS IS C2rz | R A5 TS ©° AR JERANR
TS — o[ =Nir® STers AN TR ot TRTEE SR A5 Afers A9 I R
AYNCO! & 5R@ 17 (T IS, 9 2 SY)

aiwﬁwmwmmmwmwm
Ao Sf3eelR ST oS GSRIF] Frerm SN Sde xR AR, Fafes ovve
212 WIS ST SIS A 41 FREAN R SIS 91 T2 | WS AT AR ST
AT AT ~[<TT (OUSI STSNZ SIS Ierg ol 3ol FR GC! GEPIE (HD AR
Sif¥5a Frae WRBESN R SR =1t | R TS AT S-S, 2R -SToRT 7

=if&, The Strength / 37




!

1

TR 1 7' o) o e T R o) 0 AR o v o o T X!
(Biferet =1 1R, SRR, ForS!, ST 1) |
@wmmmmwmmﬂmw%wqwmmm

RRAGR 10 &y o wifiT o/t STAGHIRI F3E FReZ 391 (2= |

owa R ¢ |
ngmﬁi%mwm%ﬁwwwmwwﬁmw

Tl A T FR ATIR T SR PRI ORI FE-MRER Toes IF ‘

SRE I ire Mo cronics TR oRaf TesiRs (2 TH1 cr el T | Brgd OF

i w2t 79 <13 Toefica s o) sice F0m @R a1l T2l | g <R 40T

PR o1 corat e s s{weifi Shrer<a 2if% Rraas orte o rers MO

SRS el B (o1 <SS SIerae TR I (2 e e 3 0

SR A ort T !
mwﬁmmmmnﬁ%wﬁwwwwﬁwmww

et ot e ~fedmar e TReR) Prow 2 Brais Reaie sm o) aerE I TRy

(TR 1 R etice 2w Sl Rcaifie! sz | Smeey e Srofe-Rfor sod Pas

FR ARG | Prge R o PraeR S wes s ke wjw-Rrad) SR L

CHI IS (11 2431 @S W2 BITS #H1% 2 | TR oS SR qreree AR (e

A e etavepe S 20 | 7R TR R iR ) e (O

meqﬁawﬁ@l%ﬁwmﬁ@ﬁ@mﬁwﬁ%

T T e el <1 AR | SIS o R af we e <2 Ry

Wmmmaﬁwammwmwmﬁﬁ%ﬁ%“ﬁ

CEPIRICOI ! (RfRGeT G ll 23, 1S R 30e1 ©Iee | =jvee (iR i 59 SR TG

T R (T 1 51 S N g | i e w1l e A Forarerd AR

AT PR, R I, 22 90| GIRRZT WA 7 17 (T 3R, o422 <@ R

W@@ﬁamammmﬁmﬂ’mﬁmma%w,umﬁm

TRl |
Wmmmwﬁwﬁaﬂ%mmﬁ%wmmﬂ@?@%

WWE%WWW@WWW|WWWWEW%W

&, The Strength / 38




YIS SR 051 (ritesR i wife T3 | N1 2111 (IcT AR Eesii i e
(SIS oS T T | TR IS RN S 02 #ICT | SR T8 RS &9 (AN
oIz «[=afRET TN FINT TS PETS 2T @IF] ARFIAC @R oAl A 1 247 Lo
“F5frCa eT) Fiol-ad, JoEies (WIS (2 e Ire) % Bz vty «ixR =R IR
5’ ST (2 AT |

TER (@S MR Qe Fe et B T @R s @ S99l R
Folras oy G fwaie wifiig FA0EE 991G (AIIRIEE 94 I | Ai63I99 G Sres 5ika
FACHEI T4 s o2 G-I > TR AT ISP QeACcd! e ¢ | FHers ori9
AR Fora Tsht a1 FAETE IANTT SIS (R THEANR 54 G AN T | S008I 9 FIGR
5T (PiifEs SR (ol Tfie ORI, FICELIR, FACES ALY AFCANR GH IS Sige
APl &S Tty o2 s Foftne e ot Soletla 0T | THEET 2TFS TS 71500 F-IN
e ARoiER o RfSasas s+ 1, Juet [T I3 vt @ IH «1fS e s
Tefs TRTe e 27 |

THET! FITE G TSRS M IR AR e (reitet TofS @S Jwen a9t
*2fFe 02 s IS TN Mg (a1 e EfSIABT IINTeN SIS IF | A6FANF sifeTieret
2V 91 FRIS] ISR =E=I1T) TF) IO TSI 279 #1111 S5 IR ABIH Gt IR_<ea qgy
T | AT GEWMR RGO AT A R (IS T <ive [T Sirraes Sars
99, (SIEEIE R@R) 02 B | @5d FIF (AR AR T PINS T AP A ST
ST R I TGS 291 eI NGO [ JHoFeT 2 | AEME TSRS A5 S
3 23 S5 T B TS S (AN ITFBECS IR AT 7I3999 IR THA! FIST 291
A SR 0F A e graed AN} Tof TR+ I (TS Gt IS 91 SfoR =iz | g
7WeA i ] RIAFREeAS s19® 61 FoICra 8B (51 TUA IS FAO 2 PR i/
SN T | HAZATS V1] FINCH (06T e IR G ASERICE FIREFT 1= A=
Q) Aol ~IT TOMNET 1Z #if¥eT | 77T I TTH QRN +iRacs Tl SReps «id 3o
&1°CE | GTAVCE ET) PRI GRS 3 ARAMRE A5 Reans $iszifm Aitwes «i[kas
|
SR AG-NET SO Tl T AAIMA W7 AT F g ORI 2=t 8

THECH GBI [T FIRN ACFIAS ABP ({1 3 TINCBIE (ROR — “fF8 APHS
Rorars! af3cet »[@ & FRI27 ()8 S20) JFNFTE T FANSINS FIFT S-Sy,

=if&, The Strength / 39




|

3R, Tfou R Trsifes 27, Ot g v YTl $aRR TS m&nmlﬁzmvmﬁd
Ww%wﬁwﬂwq@awmﬁ@wﬁ—nﬁmm
@ﬁmm!mﬁw%ﬁwﬁamﬁﬁrwﬁﬂ%rﬁwﬁﬁﬂﬁw
S T 0T GAG IR ATIIRN PRI TTEA I RCAIRN IR QAR | ST 0T A=4S1-ea

79 PO RS Figs 51 7JFazwa SR FRIRTE | THET! SR G5iR1F) SIcas e
mﬁ@wmﬂmﬁ—wﬁammwwmaﬁfmmﬂl(ojza)igf
SIf e < =i SR ) 202 | T T ) SEREes vy o |

VIR TR QoRRP} FRHI WA oAl $R /oI — WWWIWW
T FICEge Aif M e liE e T 3R | e T2 o6 e e 1 (:gai
$A, 32

wrmTe! Pigq s fRes Fafre wed 39 Redics, m\mimﬁ—mﬂrmal
SRR, T AR SRS G2 1 PTG, ol ST 200 e SR e —
“ProiEz 263 1 IR 26T, [SrRroR w71 T JJf& Wb (71, WWW@
wAfyaiE firca | FOTare! (O etie o1 Si5C2 17 (T 3T, %j330) | SHRTS TS I
Tl HFAREE T GRS S-S o o, cﬁn—éﬁﬁwﬁaﬁ%ﬁaﬁgmlcﬁw
R ARECS THT G o] T | (TR BRINS ~AMfErs w17 AAea T2 gy
(Rl Rera Teo TS AR SFRIA | SR AP TRITHIGTS SRIAFECS T [
IR RS 2! PR T 4%e — “Figs e, <! | A 31T (72910 (OIe apq
(I AR | 37 g Reaid), Reai@ 17 (qem $0, <3 25) TR acmend 29 ey
wwwm—ﬁ@ma%emiqulﬁmw%,wuﬁmq@
SR T AR, e q Ao el ge @ e IRRE T 1@ T Gy
cwwwmﬁm&maﬁﬁwwﬁ@mﬁﬁﬁaﬁﬁwﬁgﬁmmwwaﬁ
R eirz, s & Pt Rt g33a QRLTe Tk QfeTte — “sjag 5399 iRy
(R ol1® R o7e | Se AR, MR 1 R I I 1 (TN 39, oj533) Pielet Woipd
ISR BICR R 206 ) (202G FISHS 1 THET 1< TS G2 T5+11 (I (@lysppe
R EIEY
AP PO TF 217 GRARIF A, SR TS Foojef (IS (g

COITR | TR F{0H 6 1ot (RIS o of 79 s i), Fomi, s s oS g
T 3T TR TS AT @I @PRAe (71 CoITR | Jo)-9T, oS Coffin
(e (RS SRR | SRy Fof07a (el 07 HROMIT) 02 Bl TR Irers AN Sy

&, The Strength / 40



SEfrs IR CFACS! ToF 1B ARTRI G T 7T FAS o +1G1 p3-gg WK <=
A RIS, SCET SR WO AIRE AT LTRTIEIN N SCPTS TS tgrg — “Foit®
OIE PiBIE w1 @i SR 8oR, TR o9 | B ToiX fSrrers wika siw st aiq a1 17
(T P, 7 ¢ @d)

fRrreR SRS FARETR 9 (T ToATI QA T 7479 (2l Fofoms o
el 275 | ol o2l Bk Tide R IeTe T #AIfS Foitrm At <73 Ffwais zos
Af3 T2 FIE TR SR e IR Ferwe — “ARSTER +9% 9% — (i} O WWeet wif2fes !
o Gt e | ZIIe AT QIR S AT 17 (52 ab) WA G IR SiwS FEe i bR
P19 FSIR A, G 28 F5fra & 79 | 7JFCE TN TS| T (Froare IR RReE |
> T TN T GRS @B SN EAAR 2T T 17 (e [, fzar) IR e I
I TSI XS TS CICH 7§73 QSR M e 75 Fraie o' — “ofme Bt
FRCETCR =0 I TR = SR 17 (2J2 4 ) ST MR TP 2151 4R Ry TS
AR W FROG — TN SIS, 767 AR 21 == | foarornar @ =i sz | feareke
=I5 SR AT 7 ([ FIRN, 7J8 o) FSIRTSIERE 7T =TS ANG IS 7§77 SARPTAAS
SIS TR THAICH @B =iPe AR GERIRE | TN TES QoRF AN oo =S ]
TSI ATy ~iFre 2 SRR | Wl S S REa S e sjers el R e
=B e 3w o702 | 267 (W oPTe AL AT TH O 2o~ FRACe =17 7 FTeR|
GRS QI <EE (N1 7 e TSR NI Aol B ool oo FEe —
“ 1T SJFRCS AT T 0T TR | B IR AP FJFTSLT T | AP <7 Ao
TR 17 (TN I, 742 v3) FASIENS] INETS 12 e S=iwe ety 73 T e 7o
T IS T Frael FETEoN TR S T — SIS FAT, I 2ol Fra
e (9T 339, 98 ve) IR THIE Marec wIs 07 5w T e S|

SRTITS ITETORNT (TS (TR IR A RAAS ST TeC1Y S WM
TR REAPas ANe T TN ATH! ASHRIE FHOR 7« WS FF |
TR VSERT ATF ST I& AN TRA A AT | TR @t Pl Tt
ToMIE TR (I | e Bew 339 O S SiTS T GBiR TR {1 #i1es, e
%' A T 2T — RN | e FFT | TS R AR 17 (TR FAR, s )
ﬁ@mwéﬁatﬁa@fi@@moﬁaﬁﬁ@ﬁmﬂ—wwﬁwam—“wﬂ-

#f$, The Strength / 41

L e e




S St R 5jfATTe (I 2 TI0R 2 SoANIH, Siaicaetid &5 qare aferi 7 e, R, C‘Nﬁ
3T TF0... (T P9, 73 ov)

Wwwﬁmﬁwmﬁmﬁmam@mﬁﬁ
G T4l #AfRiR =0 |

T

Wmﬁﬁm@mwgmﬁw aawﬁoﬁﬁsﬁﬂm
Wﬁv%ﬂtﬁ@qﬁaﬁsﬁam%ﬁﬁ,@ﬁaﬁﬁwwwwww
AN, mﬁ—mwm@awrwaaﬁrwmmlwwmﬁ
AT, qﬁrﬁmwwmﬁmfm@qwﬁmﬁmﬁrﬁmaw
cﬁﬁaﬂnﬁ%wﬁwmﬂwmﬁﬁﬁﬁmﬁﬁmaﬂﬁmﬂmwﬁm
Aeinfte iRz ﬁcﬁhmlﬁ%ﬁmﬁﬁ@ﬁﬁammm%lw
I TG MRS AT TR TS ST TGRS 7ot oyt R s st wfb eoveg
I (<19 IS RIAPTRAETT TFAS AT AN oIS Thoaizrs | BImew «/571 9= IR T s
MR 1Z A9l T IR vt RO M2z, GRl t2re—o wifes R AR, <=1
ReaoTases | oppfie T4 IR <P 51 w2l 1) s M0 MZeTeE J Frt v
WWWWW@WWW%W%@WWW%
AGRAR TpeTo Gt vy oz AR |

RS &3 ¢ 3
TEL AT — T FI, AT TG A, [BSIT AHeH, K00t |
*3fl, Ao —  Sprii |G s, GNNR &P, b FEE9, 3000

=&, The Strength / 42




feeret IIeeTd Sie S FRere ARA[ART (GO

& CIASTHINH AT

HEDIR| AT
ST Fere, Aesest) sl sikmyer™

RRE S B

TG TSN (feminism) =<9 SETA &f=™w KM | SFT (GHAR TS,
CFRIRTS =R 2N IR C2eF sreo Ve e wWife wifs == {6 Iaze (22 svve
TNOrSTZ | SPTNAS [T =ACBIN IS FSRFR T2 I T | TR S 27 I A(GFIR
s 2fofe @@l AN TI-5613 A TS *fSFoFE 2RI+ ST AN IR
'TTofee | SFeln NRAE AKNGOAN 7N Tgm (T S5d>q 57O LI G AR Bz
(Woman's Indian Association conference) a1 IR |

TR ST It R GRS garwie T Ters TR Haleere swis &
=T TS ~iifere (2 (IR e AIIK T A1 9N 2fS Igrwae TrisTie e Ifeea 1
AP | PR TS FR-MeTIITce! Afed =ire 1 RslEers! IR Mo T FROMS G
I R 21 TS o AR G T B i Senf Feice IepTiel ANeR [REw

PR TN S AR 02 TSz | o) 7T HN® (208 — TSI | KK WAoo
o SRfEfox Taw g Aerer Mo o FReig|

0.0 FISI(AF! 8

TS TN oge HisRys aAferosa A JFNT TR =N I 1 Tz | ke oI
oy Ry T | RO GBS A=A 1et =M1 | Rsfciers! IqWesTed ‘@eiil, e, oiwmS!
=i SRS S QTP A= W, T (R G2 TS, PP SISt (W AL, (N T 5o
F9, SR, (@ JES°, O Y TS PN =PI I, et ITART, ‘G| Gor 2T,
=] FICACR ANSAL, “SFTAGLS] AT, “CATANT ToT', “Tp(I I’ R e AT (GO
AT e | SRS g5 WSl 9 KT oifs oxrs Rfsaeae [Rfen wwed Mo =
FEere AT NAHT Toredas Biae 99 2T IRz | {5 gor e =i Sree F1Ks
SH-TE], Tl SIS FAS5E G O TS AP B | IR eTONR LAl STPPIR

»f&, The Strength / 42




(Sfbs SraEres 2 Rl GRS $R Nifswrs Mo = sl m%mmﬁﬂ%w
e | Fsfeiere! TS Moy Sl Ters (7l #id Siar-Rreerira srgaerd A71e®
o o aM I TITRT (IS ZoMIl- (ImI-*Ik3-TEIa (=P i 2] CEGER

i
M
H(E ! | ;

“ I T |
ol 5e ST fresi @3 TSI =aely ’
5% @ (e (=R wermam RN
S e (o) |
A SPIFOIR e Mo e RRRG TR SR (Fisibo sfere T Ty
et R R o[ STl S DI TS <2 Al sigg Tca AT (R0
TR wfoor Tt Foo! oo Ttsi Tz R SR et SR %mw
?ﬁ@ﬂﬂm@ﬁ@\m\@aﬁsaﬂ@ﬁﬂ%ﬁ@ﬁﬁﬁﬁmtwmmmm@w
T3
“gefret sift =ifS QT (=N
TTE FIRCZ Bl
i Mo fAerzrs wiediz (2
FfRo! 9519 2T
& @ 9o g2 Tt g gorl ‘
yfers afde 7o) o &fs FRTN 17 |
TR C20% 7T TS TR A1l 1360 1 %e Rrew sarers SI9) 73 i

FAICH! SR5S | FRCEN TR | (e A | G AT AL B | |

3.00 fifrgeR fre wie Fikers AT ve ¢

TGS A I TIFT el fiem G e Frarg gz v g I ey
SRS 6T 1S IR TR o o [z |

TaES) ffeierel qamist faSTa Rrugaa #1ea8! T @IS ST (XY SPTNN; R
eI Ao SRIFIE Tre-wTs, FFRS TNE TG TR NS @ =N BY
@G S TS eI TR | (Ses 2ife Sl ATz 2 — = TRE 3, i
oA1egs fie, TR, TG, A et W g, =197 2AAR =197 =41, wifirete =197, I7a «ff
@ fefererel aater fifoe wfer s ‘T fafaere! 33 e s et e | SRR

|
1
|
I
i
|
!

%%, The Strength / 44

N A



S WST AE (O AZSF TSR o1 (35v0) 71 I | 7 G IS AN =7
TR From ~IREETHR ARG REIT oo Ko g (o1 [ifes | AEs o< @I e
SRICE! e 4t | Fsfager TRe! S MesHEs TKT 4fs 1S TS ==

ool TR - G SRSIE! TN TR NATGHISS G L AR | T Frers

P TET olfS (2N B2 2PN G SIS T A

i3 et SR sicEl
IO RS TS
AR TioR oelffiE IR T o

FHIN @ (2 T 7 (=)

TheTe SRS 7S 91 HFTALH TSI T-ATow 2Rg6 207 (389 (#1I® | A=
WWWWW@MWWWQWWWWMIW
ST T SIers Yl Tro-wiR SRR SICa (%S Tl t2feet A S otz =t |
amm@aﬁﬂﬁmﬁﬁmwmmtﬁWmaﬁWW@m
‘X SRR 2 ATS SR A (SR TF1 SUSIRITG SR SETSE SIS, ST RS Wi
mszw%WQWWWqWWWZQMamQ$m
FIRT 7 (Rfaerst Mo S AT T 01— ©° 7feis 78)

mwﬁmwﬁeﬁm@a@aﬁmcm%mﬁ-m@awmﬁ@
T4 | s MR AR <P PSS TAEE TF AR (@, SIS T1Z AP FSRNH
ﬁzamﬂ@amﬁ@mwamﬂ,wacﬁmaﬁawaa—mmwmqmﬁ%
srafEs Sl =i Rfds weRiW SR (#1202 | (Shahsi Deshpande — The Women liberation

movement and its relevance to India” — (Article/Hindu Bishwa, Feb- 1980)

Tes ST A TGRS & IaH-Sres T g 713 | AsAeres o ois I8 SIS J1919

e If1 ez —
(5) (R W 5roT 9%
3 Reifs eI} i
T RN 9 TS

qfs <3 9f AR

(SCAFIE ¢ Sdve)

#f&, The Strength / 45




(R)  “wnem SifE o w13, 73
(ST 1%
CoAIRCR I
o #fS T |”

= S

(I5TIE 3 Soba)
(9) “ara
2
G2© Gfere
7o offFE
IS 7
I e !
(TEIBIE 8 Spvq) |
R (R 6l RIS S {9 TS *f1eiB] e (o i 2R ey,
Wiceh | :
Fefererel <amters 3w e e sl s TRwwse A ST T | gy
BT 3 Affoe sim-nfeix Ffrersts Mo a3z | ARTAR -2l I *RIcxifopg
WWW%IWN@?WW@%ﬁWme
F G| TS RIS e i g (O STETR l SI%  SINI TIC eaqyfyg
ﬁ?ﬂtﬁl@ﬂﬁmmawwwﬁﬁwﬁﬁmww@@m%ﬁ
ﬁ?ﬁ%l%@‘%@’%@%@‘ﬂﬁﬁquﬁﬁﬁmw
Liise] |

I Gelr (R QT o2

I FoAlETS

IR TZPATT |

% PR 35 wifE

]l AR G

e 93 @R s 1”7 ()

wﬁaaﬁm%mwagmwaﬁwtzmﬁﬁm%waﬁ@mw

PR TorednF (o1 R AS-FawE e J1F) AP IS TS R 1 TYL | Ay
AP TSI AT AR IO o ot 5T Carg Ferersr s wres ofiors Sfowgg |

&, The Strength / 46



FR-NCTR ET 279 IR | T TR GRS (@ A LY GFiaas I F&f
AT SRS (09 I ITICS (312 VAR ey RRIZI IO ANES TS s Walsrey |
flerere Mo @TARIT @ TR | MRS WP S NS FINH-]FIE AR
FIRGS 61 WM | Aeerei? T Ig 3 A (T2 TFow! FIRTS NLHE 43 TR07 (06T o
T Sl | g Tepm Rl AR (oF @foars Tam (@ A, AR 9 FNS 1
5177 (59T SIS Wi ol | TR SRS Si<s Nerersi smicy @5 e | 2l &S
RE1RE TT WA 5161 Fer Yo FHEAIS | TeTol TR Seist Sehq RN /TS FeoA 29
A (o 1S Teicg Wsies | sfTeia FuET AME AR (od7 &S AT wie g
HifesT Tfrs lEersis GIREIE SIHITS S TS Read) At <[FI_0aT] FRI @RIFE | TSR
FRERIF! WY -7 &S e A= | o721 =T ofs TR 9 o wigere! @
T (€T No-IROPTYZ® |
(s) ‘= 5ifdcs R gfe
(oI s sife
JERA (BIOECs CIRITETCIR 1R
IS FoT1 NfE 02 (IR WA 2R3
TSR RIS
TG AIcs fBife e
2o HoleTo! GIfNE FFHArs 1~
(ToAITIES SdLD)
(R) “HsifeT TOICE FANCE TR 2S
T4 TSI (ZIICE N6 =® 117
(SEAIBIES Sovo)
(®) “ (DI 9F FY AT NS
T 02 i et Ten
CoINT JRfS ©itg 11 13ide
It s steat L 1”7
(SBAFIEE S»aAR)
oo Sie Wi SEers JfEs @ AN [ive Syeies foatd bIer I3 eaEg
fewreta TB120R | AfY-TATAE S MR TIHFS Fgoos Sqgles BT 2Frt == |

=*[f&, The Strength / 47




T
mmaaﬁmﬁ—wmw “PIIIETS IS Beeifs ﬁww
SRER AR AT GBS RFera AN SRE = o iaes | e reﬁm@?ﬂﬁ?ﬂ@
EleR FIFS IR IR 7% 111 2N RoifRte a1 v Gre sime swi owe it
‘4% q TR, P T SRS R {57 vt 7w wgle fes wsiifis wmifie sRE
W FRCITANITON SFILLI TS IS s (2212 (oA T & el oo
iE TRON NGER TE IR WS AT 16 w71 fircg | Fsfeieresr cazn—ﬁﬁi@

efReR AN (202 | SRS B SRR oS A B ﬂfimwwﬁd
e 72 Ries SeiH @ i A9 =T @i e |

QTS &7 ]
O PERA, TR — ORI IR, T, femere- s \
RS 2~ FReiisia &=, Soab §
wa, Tt — fErer Mo ue a9 S, i
ALY 18T, TEHI Svbe ‘
oS!, ol —  HigRT S Sikere IS ol i S RS

?
22l SN, AEHER, 00 ‘

=&, The Strength / 48




WOMEN AND RELIGION

& JONAL| TALUKDAR

Asstt. Professor
Dept. of History, Narangi Anchalik Mahavidyalaya

ABSTRACT :

Religion and Culture are inter related. Religious beliefs influence the,
tradition and cultural life of the people. In early times also religion dominated the
state-politics, ruling class and common people’s life. Both man and women have
their particular role in performing religious rites from the very early times to present
day and both have contributed for the development of religious belief and creation.
Three of world’s major religion i.e. Christianity, Hinduism and Buddhism show
subordinate role of women. Women take a position of helper. Women's social
status, marital status, position in family all are influenced by religious rites in
early times. The status of women in every community is very diverse. The gender
inequalities with different effects in different religion exist all over the world at
present time. Patriarchal family structure in the society influenced the position of
the women in religious matter. Gender inequalities in different religion exist all
over the world. In Hindu religion though women participated in religious
performance and share equally ‘as Ardhanggini’ but various restrictions are
bounded her showing inequalities. Patriarchal family structures and the politics
so much lowered and dominated the position of women. In Assamese society
status of women though is seen comparatively high with the rest of india, but in
so many aspects religious inequalities is observed in the society. In religious
matter women can take hardly leadership role. The present study is an attempt
to find out religious belief influenced inequalities and status of women.

KEY WORDS :
Religion, Status of Women, Gender Inequalities, women Empowerment.

INTRODUCTION :
At present time one of the most important issue in the society is to empower
women with full respect . Women are the equal part with male in the society. But
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very pathetically she is neglected giving a subordinate position in social rite ’}
Patriarchy dominates our beliefs. Religion is the most important issue whi 1
already fixed women’s norms in our customs which surrounded her position ané
fix a definite boundary which she cannot cross. Religious rites have given the
superior position to male which is the main cause of passijve role of women i
the society and religion. So we need to study the influence of re|j
and gender discrimination in the society.

OBJECTIVES :
The present study is an attempt to find out how religion influ
. e i
inequalities in the status of women and determine leve| of gendgr inequalityncef
find out remedies so that eyeryone benefits from gender equality ang 5;'1,5
emancipation of women ?S important factors for the Social and democ h
progress of the world religion and for the development of ratuj

human society.

METHODOLOGY : . . _ .
The method use In this paper is mainly descriptive analyti ;
i ' cal and ,
on source of secondary data. Information have been collegteg from L oS!
research journal, reputed article of authentic Internet sou m °0ks.j

rces .

ANALYSIS : iai Il over the world
The world religions all Vorld agree on the reg ec _::
their crucial role in family life, especially with €mphasis onpw tfor women and
induism male God were worship as cre Omen as motk

h ‘nly worship as the incamation of ‘Shakii or pane.. "/1ile female Goe;j
where ma . oy j
worshippers. In Upanishad Age women seemed to haye been give(:u 22:2?; OF th¢

SPect

: tates, “All other sins are expi
Hindu Scripture stat ) © €Xpiable by .
ngfher never liberated.” Another Hindu Scriptyre ranks the who is cursed thd

over that of a man stating. " An outcast father may pe fthe value of a Womgy
mother, she is never an outcast to the son."1 By

medieval time position
women but ratrt\erre thea
iptu .
Zgzici?oen zzween genders. In one scripture, the ViSUddt\inlM
“Reverend Sir, have you seen atr\lN(tJman Of @ man pass thig
said : Was it a woman of @ man ﬁ. pass tr"us Why? | can not
4 set of bones is travelling upon this road.” (Mohr, g, Teodr
opened the gates for the full participation of wq

gion in inequalitj

tin later i

of women degraded. The Buddhi

that they strive to have equality 5
mo 3

ks of the humen race a5 5 hnogleW:r:Ze?nzcg Teni
S littg

agga, a monk askedj

el

way? And the g|gq
tell. But this | kng
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making them eligible for admission in to the Bhikkhuni Sangha- the order of
Nuns.This opened new paths of culture, social services and opportunities for
public life to women In Christianity also strives for an equal and positive view of
women. Christian women are instructed by God to conduct themselves modestly,
as a witness of God to unbelievers. “ Your beauty should not come from outward
adornment, such as braided hair and the wearing of gold jewelry and fine clothes.
Instead , it should be that of your inner self, the unfading beauty of the gentle
and quiet spirit which is great worth in God sight.” (1 peter 3.3-4). Christians do
not try to earn merit in order that there good deeds may out weight their bad.3 In
the early development of Christianity women were told to take on the submissive
role and he is helper to the husbands. The women’s role in the church was
none-xistent and now risen to a point where she can obtain roles as a minister
and / or dean in the church. The Christian women also has a voice that is respected
and valued in making decisions.4 Thus among the three religion in Christianity
now women have risen to a point where she can obtain roles as decision maker.
They do not however , advocate emancipation in the sense of total equality with
men . Religious norms and prejudices may reflect patriarchal values ( Nesper,
2008), which are characteristics of all societies of the world religion . The role of
God or a creator of a religion is always taken by a male and the women is
primarily valued as a mother of a son . Her place is in the house hold , less so at
religious ceremonies or in public positions. The real status of women in religion
is more complicated, however, as certain women have acquired significant posts
in some religions .According to Holm (1994) the most severe restrictions apply
to women during their periods of menstruation and pregnancy when they can
not enter the temple or touch the Quran .

The role of women in religious matter is very confusing . Because no religion
has given equal position to men and women. Women can not perform as priest,
chief monks or clergy in a church. In Assamese society women have no right to
enter the ‘Satra’ the great religious institution of most democratic Bhagabati
Vaishnav Dharma initiated by Mahapurush Sri Sankar Deva . Women have
seen taking subordinate position or helper in religious matter. Violence against
women have seen in religious institution . So many incidents show the sexuai
harassment faced by women working as nun or sister in church. “Cyrilla
Chakkalakal, a Franciscan Sister of St. Mary of the Holy Angels, narrated
experiences of pain in the lives of nuns arising from patriarchal attitudes. Referring
to the murder of two sisters from her congregation in 1990, she narrated how
the character assassination of the sisters in the media turned public attention to
the sexuality of the sisters and detracted from the who or why of the murders.
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The leader of the Catholik community failed to take a stand. Their apathy an
silence was painful. Religious structures have a negative impact on victims ¢
sexual abuse too .Women internalize scriptural interpretation that describe
women as sinner , manipulator and temptress. This contributes to their silenc
on abuse. Seeing the priest in the place of God compounds the confusion an
guilt. As a result, the psychological and spiritual impact of abuse committed b
the clergy is immense on women victims.”5 “ The Manusmriti”, the devine cod
of conduct for Hindues , depicts women in a very poor light and is full of derogato
statement about them. It advocates total control of women by the men in the
lives. Usha Rani Vongur, a Marxist feminist, said “Religion controls our thought
It distorts reality and obstructs us from questioning.” 6 “Religion is not a given

is a negotiated reality”, Kalpana Kannabiran, a Hindu woman and directot of tl:i
Council for Social Development in Hyderabad said in her keynote address.7

CONCLUTION :

Women usually in passive and subservient positions. Only wome
empowerment is the solution . Education and economic empowerment is mox
important. Education can save people from superstition and fan ‘
not change the writings of religious works. Religion has a sup
People worship with traditional rites for devotion or fear to t
power. Itis not so easy to change old aged religious custom B
our mind set. Without altering mindsets, very little can ¢
institution from where we can prepare our child for the
for gender equality.

Should construct a boost awareness and Create gender sensitivij
programme.

Love, equality, respect and mutuality contributes t

The gendering of body and sexuality does great
education and psychological awareness programme j
a wise and mentally healthy society could be Ccreated.
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THE STATUS OF WOMEN OF THE KARBI TRIBE

& DR. KARABI GOSWAMI

Asstt. Professor
Dept. of Philosophy, Narangi Anchalik Mahavidyalaya

Abstract :

Assam is a home of many tribal group. About 23 tribal groups found in
~ Assam, Such as Boro, Rabha, Karbi, Missing, Garo etc. The karbis follow the
list with 10.70 percent of the scheduled tribe population of the state and among
them 97.74 percent of Karbis are concentrated alone in the district of Karbi
Anglong. The Karbis, formerly known as Mikirs, constitute an important ethnic
group in the state. The Karbis follow the patriarchal system of family structure
and the father is regarded as head of the family whose authority is undisputed.
However, the Karbi women enjoy equal status in their society. Even the marital
status of Karbi women is a bit high as compared to other tribes. With the spread
of education and modernization the Karbi women now are trying to be both
housewife and career women. This paper is based on secondary data focuses

on the status of women of Karbi tribes.

Key words :
Tribes, women, Karbi, social status, modernization.

Introduction :

Assam is a home of many tribal group. About 23 tribal groups found in
Assam, Such as Boro, Rabha, Karbi, Missing, Garo etc. The Karbis follow the
list with 10.70 percent of the scheduled tribe population of the state and among
them 97.74 percent of Karbis are concentrated alone in the district of Karbi
Anglong. The Karbis, formerly known as Mikirs, constitute an important ethnic
group in the state. They do not like to call themselves Mikir but Arlong which
literally means a man. Racially belonging to the Mongoloid group, they belong to
the Kuki-Chin group of the Tibet- Burman linguistic family. It is very difficult to
trace the history of the early settlement of the Karbis bereft of any written
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documents and other evidences. Their folk tales and ancient ‘iOF‘& sOong are “;
only sources from which it can have an idea regarding their early DSty HOWE(:&

it is known that they entered Assam from central Asia arwc_:l the}r original a 3

Was eastem portion of Khasi and Jaintia hills. Karbis are d1vnd§d into three gr;) e
from the point of view of habitation. These groups are Chinthong, Rong a;:
and Amri. Those who live in plains are called Dumrali. The Karbis follom:c :h
patriarchal system of family structure and the father is reg‘arded as he‘_ad o
family whose authority is undisputed. However, the Karbi women enjoy equs
status in their society.

Objective :

This paper attempts to focus on the Karbi tribes of Assam and the status ¢
women in Karbi society.

Methodology :

The present paper is based on the secondary data collected from th
secondary source i.e. published literature of the subject cgncern. IV_IO_!'EOVe
descriptive survey method is also used, as regarding the issue, opinions ¢
different personalities who are associated with the subject concerned throug
interview method.

Discussion :

Ethnic Costumes of Karbi women : The Karbi people have their disting
traditional dress and ornaments which vary according to the age of the weare
Among them both men and women wear Oornaments. The women wear blag
coloured and thick single piece of cloth that goes little more than one round g
the waist and hangs down to the caif. Thijs piece of cloth is called pini. ©
Pinicamflack. A narrow white piece of cloth about one and a half inch broad ;

used to fasten the pini to the waist, which ig Called wamkok. Pe-kok and jar-
upper garment of Karbi ladies. However in the

) Olden days blouse was not wap
even by young women which has changeq Now. They wear a colorful stripe
Endi scarf called Khongjary during the winter Seasop, The women are very Mg
fond of wearing large sized ornaments. They are aiéo very fond of finger rings
In the waist a women wears roi-pengkharr thick broad bangles made of silva
They also wear necklace of gold, silver ang of coloured beads usually red ap
black. This nakelaces are called lec. The Karti wisrsan are ford of taftoe) The
called it duck. A duck is given to a women When she is very young, by prickin

ek
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with thorn and then applying a kind of juice extracted from the leaf of a plant
called sibo.

Customs and Rituals and status of women:

The Karbis are a patrilineal society. They are composed of five major clans
or Kur. They are Ingti, Terang, Rongpi, Teron, and Timung which are divided into
many sub — clans. These clans are exogamous and marriage between a boy
and girl belonging to the same clan can never take place since the children of
the same clan are considered as brothers and sisters. Violation of this customary
law obviously leads to ex- communication of the couple involved. Although all
the five clans are socially on an equality, /ngti being a priestly clan was supposed
to have higher status in former times. In respect of marriage the Karbis strictly
follow clan exogamy. Monogamy is prevailing practice however there is no bar
for polygamy, although the cases of polygamy are very rare. Thus regarding the
marriage, the status of Karbi women is a bit high compared to other tribes. Before

‘marriage, the consent of the girl is very important. Before marriage, the consenting
adults generally participate in an event named ‘Somangkaan’where they introduce
each other and have the freedom to dance together. However, there are strict
punishments if a married man dances with an unmarried girl in the event of
‘Somangkaan’. There is no child marriage and widow marriage is allowed in the
society. The unmarried younger brother is required to marry the widow of his
elder brother. Cross-cousin marriage is a preferential one. Both marriage by
negotiation and marriage by selection of partner are prevalent among Karbis.
Marriage by capture is also found to be present to a limited extend. However in
this case the formal marriage has to be solemnized after the birth of the first
child at a convenient date. Divorce is rather rare in the Karbi Society and the
Karbis don't have the system of bride prize. Though,the Karbi's aren’t allowed
to marry with people belonging to the same ancestral line or clan as that of their
father but they do not have such restriction for the maternal side of the family.
After marriage the wife continues to use the surname of her father, but the children
assume the title of their father. Among the Karbis, the maternal uncle plays a
distinct role in the socio religious ceremonies signifying a high position of the
women folk. The last rites of a Karbi women is performed by the maternal uncle
where the uncle kneels and presents a pair of bronze (Kaanh) utensils, which
are then turned upside down and only then can the body be taken for funeral.

This ritual is called ‘Hardhan Kiish'.
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Socio-Economic Status of Women :

The Karbis follow the patriarchal system of family structure and as sud
the father is the head of the family and his authority is undisputed. The line @
descentis traced through the male members only. The female occupies an inferio
status. She has no share in administration. This signifies that all activitie

undertaken by women in the traditional Karbi society though significant wes
always under man’s control. Generally a Karbi family is a unitary one and th
joint family system is prevalent to a very limited extend. The traditional Kart
society attributed great value to motherhood implicitly, expecting women &
play the role of child bearing, rearing and looking after the comforts of husband
and managing the households. In all the spheres of life, men were regarde
as the backbone of the society and woman in general remains in the backgroun
with regard to family, social, public, religion and political life. There is economi
cooperation as well as division of labour among the members of the famil
based on age and sex. After the death of the father his sons inherit the propert
and the daughter is not given any share. However a widow has the right t
enjoy her deceased husband share of joint property and self-acquired proper
with certain limited powers, but if she re-marries, she loses the right of ap
inheritance.

The Karbi economy is basically agricultural. People also engage themselve
in small scale industries like weaving, handloom, crafting, blacksmithing an
other handicrafts to meet their daily needs. Handloom industry is very mue
common among all the Karbi families. It is a household industry and a wome
without having knowledge of spinning and weaving is unthinkable in the Kap
society. All the Karbi women are expert weavers, and most of the cloths
domestic use are produced in their family looms. Spinning of yarn from hom
grown cotton is common sight in the Karbi villages. The Karbis have an econom
system in which they produce what they actually need leaving either no surply
or little for sale. Thus their economic condition is far from satisfactory.

The Karbi women enjoy equal status in their society. There are certal
areas and occasions where the entry of women is restricted. However, womenfa!
is not found to have any grumbling in this respect. They accept the restriction
as the reminiscence of a glorious tradition followed from time immemorial. Peac

and harmony in the family front are prime importance rather than quarreling f
such mundane attributions and abstract terms of status.
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Conclusion :

The Karbi society has undergone transformation and changes, during the
recent years. The grip of inertia in which this society was found in the past, has
now been slackened. With the spread of education and modernization the Karbi
women now are trying to be both housewife and career women. As sheis also a
social asset to the husband, so though she is economically helping the family,
but at no cost she must neglect her traditional duties. Thus, still Karbi women
receives secondary status in society. The Karbis have now come to forward to
accept the development schemes of different sectors with a view to changing
their destiny. But at the same time they are maintaining their culture which

distinguishes them as separate ethnic group.
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THE HOLY MOTHER (SARADA DEVI)
AND HER ARDENT LOVE FOR HUMANITY

& MUKTA PURKAYASTHA

Asstt. Professor
Dept. of English, Narangi Anchalik Mahavidyalaya

ABSTRACT :

In India women is considered to be a symbol of piety, nobility, love, devotion,
sacrifice, selfless service and submission. The women held’s a high place in
society and in a family. Sri Sarada Devi affectionately called “ Holy Mother’'(maa),
was one among these common Indian women, who was married to Sri
Ramkrishna Paramhansa Dev and had later been his spiritual counterpart and
a spiritual giant in her own right. She lived a very simple, unassuming and extra-
ordinarily modest life, yet her teachings were loaded with the truth of the higher
spiritual realization. Sarada Devi played an important role as an advisory head
of an elementary organisation that was devoted to social work — The
Ramakrishna Mission. Though being uneducated herself she advocated
education for women. In our country the rise of women is traced to the efforts of
social reformers like Ishwar Chandra Vidyasagar and Raja Ram Mohan Ray, but
it is often ignored of Ramkrishna Dev’s vital role played in women’s empowerment
and emancipation, which is reflected in the conjugal life of his, with Sarada Devi.
Her life was spent in rendering service to her family and in nurturing precious
family bonding. Her presence was to soothe and bless the helpless people. Her
love for mankind was not one of flush and violent love, like other human beings
but a gentle peace that brings good to everyone and wishes ill to none.

Key Words :
Family, Education, Modest, women empowerment, teachings.

Discussion :
Sri Sarada Devi the Holy Mother was born and broughtup in a rural setting

#f&, The Strength / 71



of Jayrambati and was trained in he- early years, like that of any poor village gid
of India, belonging to the higher castes. As a girl she was too, serious and self
composed to give herself up to childish games like other girls of her age. The
mother was not an exception to the belief in oyur country that a girls’ real lif
starts with her marriage. Thus at a tender age of five she was married to
Ramakrishna in an arranged marriage. As thought by the people of her age, thal
a girl, could become one in mind, with her husband and participate whole
heartedly in his ideals and aspirations, only if she was brought under his guidancg
and influence of his personality at a younger age.

Owing to her age and of being too young, she was left with her parents
after her marriage while Ramakrishna Dev had to start for Dhakineshwar. Like
any other Indian girl she was seen performing her daily activities while growing
up for puberty. While still being under her parent's guidance, she came to know
of rumours that her husband was mentally unstable and often been called ap
insane. Maa soon thought of joining her master and help him, a decision quite
unusual of her time and of much courage. In spite of her tender age she nursed
her ailing husband and assisted him in various devotional works. Maa always
felt patience and forbearing develop a saintly character which in turn brings
peace, universal respect and abundance in all aspects.

With the early rays of sun, Maa would start her daiiy routine of day’s wor
as the latter occupied an important part of her life, and felt true salvation can be
reached only through hard work and penance. She has set an unconditiong
love and makes us learn that, not only human being but we can equally love gi
God's creation including plants and animals. In her earthly life she felt she was
performing a human drama, and shows us the path how to live through sorrow
and disappointment. She thus makes one balance work, meditation and family.

She stayed in Dhakhineshwar as a devoted wife and the first disciple o
Ramkrishna Dev. Her period of stay with him was a period of intense spiritua
practices and service to her husband. Remaining under the veil, she led a simple
but meaningful life of modesty and spiritual disposition. Despite her elevated
spiritual consciousness her outer life proved to be quite difficult, she often said,
“I am the mother of the wicked, as am the mother of the virtuous, nevet
fear, whenever you are in distress, say to yourself you have a mother”.

The mother was an embodiment of purity. Her mind was never sullied by
the faintest breath of worldliness though she stayed with her husband more than
a decade. In the Holy Mother we had a combination of an ideal wife and g
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disciple. Her highest delight consisted in serving her husband heart and soul,
without any consideration for personal difficulties. Her participation in her
husband’s life was not mere confined to external service of him, rather grasped
the central principle of his life and later made it a part and parcel of her own self.
Her Maternal love for him tamed their rebellious spirits. For many years she
remained as a simple householder, surrounded by quarrelsome and greedy
relatives. For her, “the outstanding virtues of Indian womanhood are courage,
serenity, self-control, sweetness, compassion, wisdom and an intensive
relationship with God.”

Her permanent shift to Dakhineshwar temple was mainly for the feeling of
loneliness and indifference of her relatives. Domestic situation of her parental
house deteriorated, resulting in aloofness and avoidance. Holy Mother was then
disturbed both physically and mentally, she decided to dedicate her remaining
part of her life for the sake of humanity. In fact the Holy Mother respected both
the ideals- that of the sannyasin and that of the house-holder, but disliked the
vanities of the followers of both. The mother’s life and personality form a striking
revelation of the universal principle of Motherhood. This quality in her was not
restricted to her relationship with her disciples and relatives but extended in a
general sense to her attitude towards to all.

The Holy Mother also showed keen interest in the flood and famine relief
operations of the Ramkrishna mission and always encouraged her disciples to
co-operate in such activities. She felt very intensely the poverty and suffering of
people in general. In spite of her early training amidst rigidly orthodox surroundings
she made her acquaintance with people belonging to every caste and creed.
Many a times when asked about her views of many people in west, following
Swami Vivekananda’s teachings, she would remark saying,

“Those people are also my children. What do you say?”

Being impressed with the Mother's thoughts, in later days western devotees
like sister Nivedita, Mrs Ole Bull, sister Christine, sister Devamata and others
came to India from time to time.

In an instance, when she was chased by an insane nephew, she transformed
herself as fiery Durga, out comes shakti, and compels him to plead for mercy.
Holy Mother advices us to be patient and forbearing because these qualities
develop a saintly character which in turn brings peace, and respect. Sarada
Devi believed in education and economic independence of women. She like her
husband too, advocated for equality in gender and believed that, the weaker
part must be given respect, equality, opportunity and leadership.
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“Mind is everything, which alone can one feel to be pure or impure.” She
felt everything in this world is transitory, even human body is illusory,

“These are all shackles of illusion, unless you can free yourself from these
bondages, you will never be able to go to the other shore of the world. The body
is nothing but three pounds of ashes when it is cremated. However strong or
beautiful this body may be, its culmination is in its ashes, and still people are so
attached to it”.

Though she had little bookish learning, her power to solve the intricate
problems of spiritual life was remarkable. Her solutions would always go straight
to the heart of the questioner and give him support throughout his whole life.
Though belonged to an old world, hers was an extremely modern mind. Seeing
this trait in her, sister Nivedita very aptly remarked,

“Is she the last of an old order or the beginning of a new?”

Thus after passing away of Ramkrishna Dev, she often suffered from various
iliness, but no amount of suffering could cast any shadow on her spirit. She tried
to radiate wonderful peace, sweetness and light during her last days of protracted
iliness. Her last spiritual utterance to a woman was,

“Why do you fear? Learn to make the whole world your own. No one is an
alien.”

Conclusion:

The example of the life of Holy Mother lived, and the message she lef
behind are thus the potent means of transforming lives and a source of strength
and inspiration to a large number of men and women. One finds in her teachings
a proper guidance for decent living, here in this world, and finally realizing Gaod.
There is more practical value, in them because her instructions are clear, detaileq,
beyond all ambiguity and led by her own life. She stands as an exemplar rathe
than an instructor. True to her master’s wish Sri Ramkrishna Dev, amidst various
difficulties and privation, she not only had extended phenomenal service to women
education and economic development but also made them spiritually Strong
and self conscious awakening to its own glory.
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BSENCES OF WOMEN FROM HISTORY

& PARIJAT BARUA
Asstt. Professor
Dept. of History, Narangi Anchalik Mahavidyalaya

What is history?

All events of the past as recollected by human beings but in reality we must
first distinguished between the unrecorded past and the recorded and interpreted
past.

Like men women's are actors/agents in history. women are 2 or sometimes
more than ¥ of humankind and share the word its work equally with men. They
have been central and not marginal to the making of family, society and to the
making of civilization. They have also shared with men in preserving collective
memory, which shapes the past into a cultural tradition, providing the link between
generations and connects the past and future.

History on the other hand is a historical creation which dates back from the
invention of writing in ancient Mesopotamia. From the time of list of kings in
ancient times, historians, whether priests, royal servants,clerks,clerics or a
professionally trained class of university trained inteectuals, have selected the
events to be recorded and have interpreted them so as to gie them meaning and
significance. Until most recent past these historians have been men. What they
hae recorder is what men have done and experienced and have found significant.
They have called this history and claimed universality for it.

What women have done and experienced has been left unrecorded,
neglected ignored in interpretation because historical scholars until recently had
seen women as marginal to the making of civilization and as unessential to
those ursuits defined as having historical significance. Thus history the recorded
and interpreted past of human race is only “partial record “in that it omits the
past of half of human kind and is distorted, in that it tells the story from the point
of the male half of humanity.no man is ever excluded because of his sex, but all
women were.

Women have been also kept away from contributing to history making that
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is ordering and interpreting their own history or that of men. They have been
systematically excluded from the enterprise of creating symbol systems,
philosophies, science and law. They have also been educationally deprived
throughout historical time and thus kept away from theory formation.

Historical significance :

Historians neglect of women has been a function of their ideas about
historical significance their categories and periodization have been masculine
by definition, for they have defined significance primarily by power,influence and -
visible activity.in the sphere of political, military and economic affairs (the pubic).
Thus we have political history, diplomatic history, economic history etc. while
those institutions which have affected individuals most immediately social
relationship marriage family have been kept outside the scope of historical inquiry.

While women have been victimized by being structured a minority and
many other aspects of their long subordination to men, it is a fundamental error
to try to conceptualize women primarily as victims. Women are essential and
central to creating society,they are always have been actors and agents in history.
yet they have been kept from knowing their history and interpreting history either
their own or that of men. Women have been systematicay excluded from the
enterprise of creating symbol systems, theory formation, philosophies, science
and law. They have been educationally deprived throughout historical time in
every society.

The contradiction between women centrality and active role in creating
society and their marginality in the meaning giving process of interretation anf
explanation has been a dynamic force causing a women struggle against their
condition. When in that process of struggle at certain historic moments the
contradictions in their relationship to society and to historical process are brought
into the consciousness of women. They are then correctly perceived and named
as derivations that women share as a group. this coming into consciousness of
women becomes the dialectical force moving the into action to change their
condition and to enter a new relationship to male-dominated society.

Women history went through many levels of evolution :

1. Compensatory History - the first eve at which scholars trained in traditiona
history approached women’s history or their absences was by writing
accounts of “women worthies” or what may be termed as “compensatory
history”. it was answering the questions — who are the women missing
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from history? who are the women of achievement and what did they
achieve? The resulting history of notable women does not tell us much
about those activities in which most women engaged nor does it tell us
much about the significance to society as a whole of women activities. This
kind of history was and is history of exceptional not history of the mass of
women.

Contribution history - in this level conceptualizing women history had
been describing women’s contribution to their status inand their oppression
by male defined society. contribution was judged first with respect to its
effect on the movements in the public sphere and secondly by standards
appropriate to men. For example a women contribution — to abolition, to
reform, to Progressive movement , to labour movement etc.

Oppression - The main questioned asked is why and how were women
victimized? The question of women victimization is one of the aspects of
women’s history and cannot be regarded as the central aspect of women'’s
history. Such an inquiry fails to elicit the positive and essential way in which
have functioned in history . such an inquiry fails to elicit the positive and
essential way in which women have functioned in history. The ongoing and
continuing contribution of women to the development of human culture
cannot be found by treating them only as victims of oppression. Treating
women as victims of oppression places them in a male defined conceptual
framework: oppressed, victimized by standards and values established by
men. The true history of women is history of their ongoing functioning in
that male defined world.

Family history - historians working in family history ask a number of
questions pertaining to women, but family history is in itself women's history.
Women are not to be viewed mainly as members of families. Family history
has by and large neglected unmarried and widowed women, for example
Philip Greven as used family history to described the relationship of father
and sons and property arrangements between them. The relationship of
fathers to daughters and mothers to their children have been ignored.
Another way in which family history has been interpreted within the context
of patriarchal assumptions is by using a vaguely defined “domestic power”
of women, power within the family as a measure of the societal status of
women. But then the status of women within the family is sometimes quit
different and distinct from their status in general society.
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5.  Female sexuality - feminist historians have studied female sexuality(control
and its expression through clothes, behavior,advertisement,media,figures
etc and its regulation from female point of view, making use of medical
texts, books diaries and case histories of hospital patients. Questions
concerning women’s experiences have led to studies of birth control, as it
affects women and as an issue expressing cultural and symbolic values;
of the physical conditions to which women are prone, such as
menarche,pregnancy, women’s ailments; of customs , attitudes and
fashions(iron shoes, neck rings, corsets, burkhas,veils etc.) affecting
women'’s health and women’s life experiences. Historians are now exploring
the impact of female bonding, of female friendship, homosexual relations
and the experience of women in groups, for example women in utopian
communities, in women’s clubs and settlement houses.

In the last few decades women'’s history/feminist historiography has begun

+ to develop into an independent field. The concerned historians have sought to

find a conceptual framework and a methodology appropriate to the task. The
women’s history has a dual role to perform- “restore women to history and to
restore history to women”. What do we want/ expect from women’s history?
Writing women back into history.

Rewriting the past.

Ghetto history

The study of dynamics of power and oppression

The discovery of heroines

Gender analysis/gender dimension to history

Protesting against exclusion from historical records.

Protest the domination of history making and history writing by men.

To restore women to history and for reconstruction of history one has to

turn to Sources- historical archives. But these have information only on activities

of public domain- politics, war, decisions,treaties etc- from which women have
been exciuded. Therefore women's are nowhere to be found in the records. As

a result feminist historians and social historians have to examine alternative or

unconventional sources such as — women'’s diaries, letters, literary,

autobiographical, oral traditions and fragmentary materials etc. the methodology
to be followed is location women in history, reinterpreting challenging and then
re-conceptualizing a gendered history.

Its is not that women are altogether absent from official records or history,
but they figure in history as object of study rather than as subjects.
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TRANSCENDING SPACE: A SKETCH OF WOMEN
IN THE POETRY OF JOHN DONNE

& ROSIE PATANGIA
Assistant Professor & H.O. D
Dept. of English, Narangi Anchalik Maha vidyalaya

Abstract :

The poetry of John Donne is a colorful mirage of women. Women is often
depicted by him as an object of love_ both conjugal and Platonic. In his poems
he addresses women as his beloved, his wife or his mistress. While in some of
his brilliant poetry he shows his profound love for the women, in others he
censures them and women becomes a target of ridicule and contempt. In his
‘Songs, Sonnets and Elegies’ he is seen to seduce his mistress or disparage

them as ugly and deceitful. This paper will try to focus on Donne’s attitude towards
women as reflected in his poetry.

Key words :

Women, Poetry, John Donne, Songs, Sonnets, Elegies
Introduction :

John Donne was one of the finest and greatest poets of the seventeenth
century. Bornin 1572, he belonged to the metaphysical school of poetry. Dorothy
Eagle (1970:153) mentions that ‘in verse, Donne wrote satires, epistles, elegies,
and. miscellaneous poems, distinguished by wit, profundity of thought and
erudition, passion and subtlety, coupled with a roughness of form. He was the
greatest of the writers of metaphysical poetry in which passion is interwoven
with reasoning.’ Arthur Compton-Rickett (1985: 183) states that ‘his poetry falls
into three divisions: (1) Amorous, (2) Metaphysical, (3) Satirical. The amorous
work includes his earliest work, and the mingling at times of sensuality and cynical
wit, reminds one of Byron. His metaphysical and satirical work bulks the mosi
largely, and towards the end of his life he wrote little verse, devoting his powers
entirely to homiletical literature.”? Sen (1990: 58-59) opines that Donne’s love
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poems can be divided under three heads — (i) Poems of moods of lovers,
seduction and free love or fanciful relationship, (ii) Poems addressed to Anne
More ( his wife) both before and after marriage, (iii) Poems addressed to noble
ladies of his acquaintance and compliments to wives and daughters of citizens.’
Herbert J.C. Grierson (1913) gives Dryden’s estimate of John Donne who says,
“He affects the metaphysics, not only in his satires, but in his amorous verses,
where nature only should reign; and perplexes the mind of the fair sex with nice
speculations of philosophy, when he should engage their hearts and entertain
them with the softness of love.”

Objectives :
This main objective of this paper is to focus on the image of women in the
poetry of John Donne.

Methodology :

The methodology used in this paper is purely descriptive and analytical in
nature. The data has been collected from primary sources in the form of poems
written by the poet himself and the secondary sources include reference books,
journals, magazines, websites etc.

Discussion :

The poetry of John Donne displays his fascination for women. His poetry
centers around women as his beloved, wife or mistress. His poems display his
wit, emotion and his sensuality. “Some of his poems are addressed to his wife
Anne More and are the true utterances of his heart and soul. These poems are
full of sexual overtones in which he addresses his wife and shows their conjugal
union. The joys of nuptial love can be observed in such poems as The Sun
Rising in which he asks the sun not to disturb him and his beloved in their love
making. For him, love knows no season nor climate. Thus, he writes,

“Busy old fool, unruly sun,
Why dost thou thus,
Through windows, and through curtains call on us?
Must to thy motions’ lovers’ seasons run?”
Again, he utters,
“She is all states, and all princes
Nothing else is.”

For Donne, his sweet-heart is all states of the world for him and he is all

princes of the world rolled into one. He feels that the sun is not half as happy as
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they are as lovers as in their case the beauty and joy has contracted into their
bedroom.
The elegies of Donne are seen to be addressed to his wife or to his mistress.

His Elegy: On His Mistress, is addressed to his wife Anne More on the eve of his
departure to the continent in the year 1611. In this elegy he pleads his wife to
stay in England and not to bring hazard to her by accompanying him in the guise
of a boy. Thus, he reiterates,

“Dissemble nothing, not a boy, nor change

Thy body’s habit, nor mind'’s, be not strange

To thy self only; all will spy in thy face

A blushing womanly discovering grace.”

Donne’s poetry is remarkable for their concupiscence. His poem Elegy to
His Mistress Going to Bed is addressed to one of his mistresses. The poem
celebrates the consummation of love in its physical aspect. Donne is candid in
his depiction of the pleasures of sex and the. sensuous appeal of a woman's
body. He appeals to his mistress to come to his bed and all rest is a challenge to
his physical powers. Thus, he utters,

“Come, Madam, come, all rest my powers defy,
Until | labour, | in labour lie”

He expresses his passionate desire for sex and feels impatient. Hence, he
asks his mistress to take off her white gown and the black and white breast-
cover which she wears. He says,

“Unpin that sprangled breastplate which you weair,
That th’ eyes of busy fools may be stopped there”

He asks his mistress to allow his hands to touch her from the front, from
the back, from above, from in-between and the lower portion of the body. She is
his America — a newly discovered country. He mentions that all joys will her’ the
moment she becomes fully naked. He reiterates,

“Licence my roving hands, and let them go,
Before, Behind, between, above, below.
O my America, my new-found land.”

Donne goes on to say that the jewels or ornaments which a woman uses
are like Atlanta’s balls thrown before men to divert their attention from the physical
body. He goes on to say that women dresses like pictures or books to lure the
common mortals. Thus, he writes,

“Gems which you women use
Are like Atlanta’s balls, cast in men’s views,
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That when a fool's eye lighteth on a gem,

His earthly soul may covet theirs, not them.
Like pictures, or like books’ gay coverings made
For laymen, are all women thus arrayed.”

The poetry of John Donne shows his cynical attitude towards women.
Women were greeted with derision and disbelief. He often plays with the
innermost feelings of their heart and soul. He seems to be belligerent towards
the fair sex. In his poem Woman'’s Constancy, he exclaims,

“Now thou hast loved me one whole day,
Tomorrow when thou leavest, what with thou say
Will thou then antedate some new-made vow?
Or say that now

We are not just those persons which we were?”

Donne’s poetry reveals the happiness of his conjugal life. He seems to be
extremely delighted to lead a fulfilled life after tying his nuptial knot with Anne
More. This joy of true bonding is reflected in such poems as A Valediction
Forbidding Mourning where he consoles his wife Anne More at the time of brief
parting from her. It shows the poet's profound love for his beloved. The poet is
about to leave for France in the end of 1611and hence tells his wife that they
should not shed tears or heave sighs. Thus, he writes,

“So let us melt, and make no noise,
No tear-floods, nor sigh tempests move.”

He brings forth the beautiful comparison of the compass to depict their
love. He says that if their two souls are two, they are two so like the two feet of
the compass but they are joined at the top. His beloved’s soul is the fixed foot of
the compass while his soul is the moving foot of the compass. The poet tries to
explain that they have one central point (love) and two sides (bodies) which
move in a circle. Thus, he writes,

“If they be two, they are two so
As stiff twin compasses are two.”

Donne's lyric, Song- Sweetest Love is addressed to his wife Ann More
when he had to part from her during his journey to a foreign country. He says
that he is not undertaking foreign tours because he is tired of her or because he
wants to find someone better than her. Rather he wants to pretend that he is
dying. He then utters that when his beloved sighs, she does not drive away the
wind. Rather, when she sheds tears, she sheds the very drop of his blood. Thus,
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he reiterates,

“When thou sigh’st, thou sigh’st not wind, but sigh’st my soul away
When thou weep’st, unkindly kind, my life’s blood doth decay.”

Donne’s poetry on women has a Platonic strand. He regards his love for
his beloved as a feeling studded with holiness. He considers his love as a true
feeling like the worship of a devotee of a God. In his poem The Canonization,
Donne displays his saintly affection for his wife. The poet says that they are like
flies and tapers which enjoy being consumed to extinction. They are both
resurrected from their ashes like the phoenix. They are rather consumed by the
excitement of passion and out of this passion emanates their resurrection. Their
physical love becomes elevated to spiritual love. Thus, he writes,

“Call us what you will, we are made such by love,
Call her one, me another fly,

We are tapers too and at our own cost die,

And we in us find the eagle and the dove,

The phoenix riddle hath more wit

By us.”

Donne’s poetry shows his dual attitude towards women. Sometimes he
looks at women as a butterfly which is too fragile and sometimes, he glorifies
women as an angel. Thus, his beloved is an array of opposites. At times he
considers her weak and laughs at her inconstancy. In his poem, Song: Go and
Catch a Falling Star he shows the impossibility of finding a true and faithful
woman. According to Donne, the women who are fair will definitely have lovers
and as such it is impossible to trust them. He mentions a host of Herculean
tasks such as catching a falling star or meteor, giving birth to children on a
mandrake root, finding the name of the person who clove'’s the Devil's foot etc.
Just as it is impossible to accomplish these tasks, similarly it is impossible to
find a faithful woman. Thus, he writes,

“All strange wonders that befell thee,

And swear

No where

Lives a woman true, and fair.”
Donne poetry on women is a conglomeration of opposites. He considers his
beloved as an angel. He feels her love is extraordinary, passionate, spontaneous
and it emanates from genuine feelings for him and free from deceit. In his poem
The Dream, the poet expresses his desire to embrace his beloved so that the
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dream may become actual fact and turn to reality. He describes his dream. Her
eyes appear to him like a lightning or the halo of an angel. At first sight she
appeared to him like an angel but when he saw in his dream that she looked into
his heart and realized his deepest thoughts and feelings which are beyond the
power of an angel, he realized that she must be beyond an angel's art. He
beautifully describes her thus,

“As lightning, or a taper’s light,

Thine eyes, and not thy noise waked me;

Yet | thought thee

(For thou love’st truth) an angel, at first sight,

But when | saw thou saw’st my heart,

And knew'st my thoughts, beyond an angel’s art.”

Donne is full of the milk of human kindness for the woman he loves.
According to Donne, true love is the love of good qualities in a woman. It is the
union of two souls. It is not based on the physical beauty of a woman but on her
divine qualities as a woman. This thought brings great joy to the poet. Thus, the
poet mentions the spiritual side of love for a woman. In the poem, The
Undertaking, Donne says

“If, as | have, you also do

Virtue attired in woman see,

And dare love that, and say so too,
And forget the He and She:”

In some of his love poems, Donne is seen to take women to great heights.
It reflects his metaphysical bent of mind. In his poem The Expiration he expresses
his heartfelt love for his beloved through his passion, anger, irritation and
annoyance. His separation from his beloved is equivalent to death. The picture
painted by Donne in this poem is that of the parting of lovers after a night of
passionate love. The lady bids good bye to the poet with a final kiss. The poet
tells her that this kiss will suck their souls away and they will fall down dead.
Then, both of them will assume the form of ghosts who walk at night. Donne
says that when both of them will die together, their souls will mingle together in
heaven. Thus, the poet enumerates,

“So, so, break off this last lamenting kiss,
Which sucks two souls, and vapours both away,
Turn thou ghost that way, and let me turn this,
And let ourselves benight our happiest day.”
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Conclusion :

Thus, we can conclude that John Donne paints a varied picture of women
in his poetry. He depicts women as a symbol of love, a source of joy and pleasure-
While in some poems he puts forward a cynical attitude towards women, in
others he takes women to great heights in his poetry. The poems in which he
addresses his wife Anne More are replete with marital joys and happiness that
emanates from a sexually satisfied life. Some of his poems are addressed 1O
mistresses with whom he might have been familiar with. At times he shows h!S
scorn for a woman and scolds or rebukes her for her infidelity. He eulogizes hiS
lacly love at times and loves her for her inner talents rather than her phySicaI
beauty. The Platonic and metaphysical vein runs throughout the poems addressed
to his beloved or mistress. Thus, we conclude in the words of Herbert J.C-
Grierson, “Donne cannot write to a lady without his heart and fancy taking wing
in their own passionate and erudite fashion. Scholastic theology is made the
instrument of courtly compliment and pious flirtation. He blends in the samé
disturbing fashion as in some of the songs and elegies that depreciation of woman
in general, which he owes less to classical poetry than to his over-acquaintance
with the Fathers, with an adoration of her charms in the individual which passes
into the transcendental. He tell that the Countess of Bedford and Mrs. Herbert
and Lady Carey and the Countess of Salisbury are examples of such miracles____

ladies whose beauty itself is virtue, while their virtues are a mystery revealable
only to the initiated.”
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Abstract :

Education is regarded as extremely essential for consolidating one’s status
and position in a society which is largely driven by customs and traditions
prevailing in a male dominated society.

In the simplest of words it is basically the creation of an environment where
women can make independent decision on their personal development as well
as shine as equals in the society.

To truly understand what is women empowerment, there needs to be a sea
change in the mind set of people in the country. Not just the women themselves,
but the men have to be wake up to a world that is moving towards equally. It is
better that this is embraced earlier rather them later, for our own good. Women
empowerment helps women in acquiring their rightful status and become equal
to their male counterparts.

Women empowerment help the women to know that instead of giving
women a secondary position in society they should be given equal status.
Discrimination on the basis of sex should be changed towards women.
Empowerments induce in them the feeling of self dependence. It make them
realize their own potential and to provide guidance to them for develop their
potential. It create opportunity for them so that they can prove themselves'in
society and social institutions. It brings certain roles for women in economic,
political and social arena.

Education has a great role to play for empowerment in women. Because it
is said that education has continuous process of reconstruction of experiences.
Education is the development all those capacities in the individual which will
enable him to control his environment and fulfill his possibilities. Education is a
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continuous life long social process, which aims at the complete development of
human’s personality and prepare them for the battle of life so as to enable them
to shoulder their responsibility towards the progress of society and country.
Women empowerment is needed for every type of society. It's importance
has been globally accepted. From time immemorial it is seen that women have
always been given secondary position in society, but differences between men
~and women created by the nature is but natural. It is education through which
we realize this fact. It is urgent to know the importance of women's education,
which would in turn, give an impetus to the process of women empowerment.

Key words :
Education, Empowerment, equality, status, discrimination, development.

Introduction :

Education is a very comprehensive and continuous process. Education is
as wide as life itself. Education means acquisition of knowledge which help
individual to harmonious development throughout their life. It is a process
individual adjustment with own self with relatives, family and the whole society. It
is a process of evolution and is its progress and development.

Education is such a process which only can bring empowerment to the life
of women. In order to attain something in life, everyone has to put in some extra
effort. To succeed in any effort , certain abilities or efficiencies are required.
Empowerment is a process which helps in recognizing abilities, capabilities and
strength that are already there within an individual. It means the courage and
sense of independence a person acquires over a period of time by making himself
exposed to education and training . It makes an individual efficient for making a
good decision at the right time and at the right place.

Women contribute a lot in the socio-economic and cultural development
of a society. Even though, in our society, women constitutes half of the total
population and at the same time the indian Constitution has also given a equal
status to them as of their male counterparts. For some reason or the other they
lag behind men. Empowering here means not only challenging but in eliminating
all the obstacles that come in the way of progressive development of women
folk.

Since women is responsible for enriching the living, to make it more
meaningful and enjoyable empowerment of them in resumes great significance.

Empowerment in the content of Indian society means development of
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women capacity to make choices and expansion of their capacity to manage
their domestic and economic environment efficiently.

Therefore education is the only instrument for making the women
understood where they are and it what condition and can change their life in and
through education along.

Objective of the study :

1)  To study the relation between education and empowerment. .
2) To study how education can help in determining the aims and ideals of
women'’s life and how it can play a great role in empowering them.

Methodology : In this paper descriptive study method is followed. Sef:ondary
data are used and are collected from the sources like books, journal and internet.

Role of Education in Empowering women : -

Education of women is the most powerful tool of change of position in
society. Education also bring a reduction in inequalities and function as a means
of improving their status within the family. To encourage the education of women
at all levels and for dilution of gender bias in providing knowledge and education
is must for in the state.

Education is the process of becoming critically aware of one’s reality in a
manner that leads to effective action upon it. An educated woman understands
her world well enough to deal with it effectively. Such women, if they existed in
sufficient numbers would not leave the absurdities of the present world
unchanged.

Women empowerment can only be achieved through the provision of
adequate and functional education to the women folk. This is crucial because
without an effective, efficient, adequate and functional education for all its women
and the educations which is relevant to its immediate needs, goals and objectives,
such a nation would find it difficult to stand on its own. The needful education
means that type of education which included the spirit of self realization a.nd that
type of education will bring the country’s overall development like man literacy,
economic empowerment etc.

The need for women’s education is also surrounded by the fact that
purposeful occupational achievement and satisfaction is ensured by deep self
awareness and understanding, which can only be achieved through the provision
of fundamental and functional education or guidance counseling. Functional
and practical education will grant women empowerment with its root based on
women struggle to improve their status. Empowerment is always related to the
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process of challenging power equilibrium and of gaining wider control over source
of power. This , however cannot be achieved without the provision of reasonable
access to formal and functional education of the women folk.

Education is important for everyone, but it is especially significant for girls
and women. The empowerment of women is recognized as the central issue for
determining the status of women. Almost every society women are the victims of
gender discrimination and deprivation. Women are significantly under represented
in education. Education need to be reoriented to increase women'’s access to
traditionally male dominated courses and reorganization of women as an essential
human resource. Education of girls has a tremendous effect on the role of women
in the society. It brings social benefits like health care, sanitation and mental
health and hygiene.

Education can play dominant role in the development of country. It can
empower women to face the unfriendly situations in a traditional society and
help them to change their life. Due to very low percentage of women literacy in
village and backward areas is the main cause of women’s backwardness and
exploitation. Education is the only powerful tool to change their position in the
society. Education also brings a reduction on inequalities and function as a means
of improving their status within the family.

Education of women is an important aspect for strengthening the social
and economic development of the country. Promotion of girls’ education
particularly at elementary level is to bring certain benefits for the society in the
form of development and reconstruction. Education with powerful content and
quality will bring social development across variety of sectors, increasing
productivity, political participations, health and sanitation, delayed marriage and
making effective investment for future generation.

Women education plays a vital role in the overall development of the country.
It not only helps in the development of half of the human resources but in
improving the quality of life at home and outside. Educated women not only tried
to promote education of their girl child, but also can provide better guidance to
all their children. Moreover educated women can also help in the reduction of
infant mortality rate and growth of the population.

A woman, who is the first educator of a child, constitute about the one-half
of the world’s population. But everywhere it is seen that the social, political,
economic and cultural status of women is far less than that of mess especially in
the rural areas. Women are the true nation builders as they primarily build the
future generation of the country. So investment in women'’s capabilities and their
empowerment through education in order to expand their choices is not only
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important and valuable but it is the surest way to contribgte to tlje economic
growth and development of a nation. In India, it has been increasingly f.elt‘that
everywhere especially in the rural India women are facing thre-a.ts. to their lives,
health and well being. Inspite of the various welfare related activities for women
the dilemma of the women is still in existence and can not be so]ved. In all the
spheres of their life, they are discriminated in terms of less education less. t)ealth
facilities, less nutrition than men. Unless women are given.gpportumtles.of
developing her vision, proper health care, respect and pOlItIC:al and socio-
economic status, her efforts may not achieve the ultimate objective of a.strong
civilized and prosperous nation and this can be done primarily by spreading the
women’s education. .

Education is one of the most important requirements for empowering an_d
bringing awareness and reasonable outlook along the rural women. Till today, in
the present era of globalization and industrialization, these rural areas are far
behind in the development process. llliteracy is considered as one of thg major
factor of backwardness especially women illiteracy is highly associated with rural
underdevelopment of India.

Conclusion :

Taking an overview of all the above aspect, we come to know that the
empowerment is very much needed. Hence if women’s e'mpowe.rment IS‘t(.) be
effected, it can be carried out only through the medium of education. So, it is of
foremost importance to raise the level of education amongst women. Edycatlon
is an essential means of empowering women with the knowledge, skills and
self-confidence necessary to fully participate in the development process.
Sustainable development is only possible when women and men enjoy equal
opportunities to reach their potential.
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GITHA HARIHARAN’S THE THOUSAND FACES
OF NIGHT, A WOMAN’S JOURNEY TO
SELF-DISCOVERY
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Abstract :

Githa Hariharan ,an Indian author through her first novel The Thousands
Faces of Night portrays the changing image of an Indian woman in the modern
and the post modern era. Tradition, Transition and Modernity are the three phases
which women in Hariharan's novels have to pass. Indian Society is traditional
and caste-based and the author has brilliantly depicted the patriarch system
and women's role in it. The novel tries to present the fact that whatever be the
generation, background, educational status, the Indian women is always found
to be falling back to century old customs for various reasons whatsoever. This
novel is an exploration of the journey of the quest of self-identity, what can be
referred as the inner life and spaces of the three women three protagonist .
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Introduction :

Githa Hariharan’s The Thousand Faces of Night presents the problems of
Indian women, their identity. They are still there, where core basics of Indian
mythology specifically, the lives of the three women, Devi, Sita and Mayamma
are complimentary of their counterparts in the Indian Epics like Amba, Ganga
and Gandhari had been left centuries back. This novel is written from a feminist
perspective where myths are revisited , retold and rewritten from a female point
of view.

Objective :
This paper is an attempt to study the portrayal of Indian women characters
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overy from ancient past to contemporary

and tracing their quest for self-disc
h, their understanding,

present. Women are still trying to prove their mental strengt
beliefs, that in no way, are inferior to men.

Methodology :

This study is based both on primary and secondary sources. The primary
source is the work of the author. The secondary sources are collected from the
various publications, references, reviews, Journals, Seminar papers, reviews,
Lectures etc. and the paper is a descriptive analysis on the basis of the available

information.

Discussion :

In The Thousand Faces of Night, Hariharan tries to portray the changing
image of a woman in the modern and post-modern times. The tradition, transition
and modernity are stages through which the women in Hariharan’s novels pass
through. Hariharan grew up on the tales and myths that is, so much a part of
Indian culture which she has used to examine the issues that the contemporary
women have or are facing. The novel is a journey of sufferings, humiliations,

and alienation of women characters. It represents a variety of women characters

ranging from mythological to real undergoing agony of desires and ambitions.
g of ‘ideal women’ which is demanded

These women are trying to remove the ta

of them as wives, mothers and daughters-in-law. Hariharan tries to establish the
position of women in and otherwise male-dominated society through the Indian
myths, Ramayana, Mahabharata and others to connect the contemporary real
women to Amba, Ganga, Gandhari and others to name a few.

Hariharan has portrayed the patriarchal system of the Indian social system,
which covers the three generations of women portrayed by Devi, Sita and
Mayamma. She has vividly shown how, generations after women have to face
the same predicament — despite having education and knowledge, she cannot
change her fate and falls back to the century old customs to a some extent.

Devi is an American returned who returns to be reclaimed into old traditions.
She has an arranged marriage with the pompous Mahesh. She does learn to be
dutiful wife and learns her duty, pretending to be a good wife, pretending to love,
entertaining her husband’s family and friends. She has come to Madras (Chennai)
with the memory of her black American lover. Devi is the central character and
the protagonist but unlike her mother who is an ideal woman nor spiritually superior
like her mother-in-law. Mayamma teaches Devi about the vital duty of a woman
who has experienced abuses both from her mother-in-law and drunkard husband.
She advices her, ability to endure is the key factor to any marriage. Sita too
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endures a lot by sacrificing herself to fulfill the role of being a dutiful daughter,
wife and mother.

Devi is like any other ordinary educated modern Indian woman who has
desires and ambitions of her times. But once back in India, and undergoing
arranged marriage she takes a controlled stature of a marrieq woman. She makes
no compromise with her biological and emotional needs. She is ready to reach
adjustment with a sense of loss and live with her mother for which she refused
offer of marriage from Dan, her African — American friend for she knew they
were different in terms of their beliefs, culture and traditions. Devi is led to the
altar of an arranged marriage. Mahesh, Devi's husband wants her to manage
the house, look after his house and also entertain friends and relatives. For
Mahesh, Education for women is not necessary, Devi tries ways to be with him
and also understands he needs woman who obeys him without any question.
Listening to her grandmother’s mythological stories, Devi believed herself to be
the incarnation of avenging deities. But marriage to Mahesh and his indifferent
behavior ends her dream like life.

Devi’s mother Sita is presented as a middle-aged woman . Her dark image
casts a brightness to her home. She symbolizes sacrifice, silence and mute
acceptance of realities of life. She loved playing the veéena, when her father-in-
law scolded her, she decided never to play veena ever again, Her story can be
connected to Gandhari’s story. When Gandhari learnt Dhitarastra was blind _ in
anger she tore a black piece of cloth and covered her eyes . Her intention af’ter
her husband’s death was providing the best for her daughter which she fulfilled
Sita is steeped deep into culture and music. )

Mayamma the third female amongst the three ;had been married off at the
age of twelve to a useless person who loved to gamble and she lived a miserable
life with him. She was tortured and was always in tears. She had g son who
turned out to be a total brute. She has no feeling of pain at the loss of her
husband or son, just a deep sense of release from the hard way of life. Mayamma
becomes a trusted companion for Mahesh'’s mother, Parvatiamma. She turns
out to be a good housekeeper, good cook and a governess as well. She works
effortlessly for this family looking after their wellbeing. She becomes a good
friend of Devi and consoles her during her estrangement with her husbang
Mahesh. Devi feels the touch of her grandmother in Mayamma. Mayamma also
advices her on ethics and moral values as she hag heard in the stories narrated
by her grandmother.

The three women belong to different generations ,are different in terms of
education and even the social circumstances. Mayamma , could not bear children
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for several years because of which she faced physical torture from her husband
and mother-in-law. Sita’s troubles are mental while Devi’s troubles are due to
her husband’s indifferent attitude.

These three women try to find their own identity in their own ways. They
had expected a lot from their married life but they had to face a lot of unexpected
disappointment. Devi, the protagonist struggles in realizing her modest ambition
because of her father’s sudden demise, rejection by her American lover Dan,
emptiness at her in-law’s home, absence of her husband , death of her father-in-
law and her inability to issue children moves her to elope with Gopal. She destroys
the thread of marriage bond where she found Gopal, an ideal companionship to
revenge Mahesh. Sita’s married life ends with the unexpected death of her
husband Mahadevan. She gives good education to her daughter and also marries
her off. She tries to find solace in music. As Devi travels back to her mother and
hears her mother playing veena, she knows her mother will accept and respect
her decision. Both the mother and daughter break the established tradition to
find a way for their own happiness after shedding lots of tears, facing ordeals
and insecurities of life. Githa Hariharan is adept in doing away with the
Sophistication and social inequality by preserving the status of women in whatever
way she can. In The Thousand faces of Night, Hariharan presents a chain of
events related to men and women, love and death ,emotions as well as painful
loneliness. She has used myth and folklore with the social status of women
keeping within the boundaries of time, space and region.

The narrative of The Thousand Faces of Night, is basically of sufferings,
humiliation and alienation of the women characters. The novel has put forward
the temperament of both contemporary real as well as mythical women characters
who find their way in her novels. The women are trying to fight the concept of
'ideal woman'-wives, mothers and daughters-in-law. Gita Hariharan has woven
adeptly the patriarchal power structure of Indian society through the contemporary
women. She has shown the position held by these women and‘tota"Y deconstructs
the ideas of gender, equality and identity through the narrative. She has finally
used the images of women, both ‘good’ and ‘bad’ from Mahabharata, Ramayana
and other Sanskrit stories . Her three characters — Devi, Sita and Mayamma are
connected to the mythological characters of Amba, Ganga and Gandhari, though
a huge gap of time (centuries) separates them but the fight is the same.

After Devi's return to home ,she is bounded into the age old realm ‘this
fortress that shuts out the rest of the world.....a cocoon a secure womb.....and
holds me fast to its thick, sticky walls’. Devi belongs to the third generation ,
connected to Sita her mother of the second and first through her grandmother

#f&, The Strength / 115



Mayamma. She realizes that her mother will arrange her Swayamvara as marriage
is a traditional role of any woman in Indian set up . Devi is not interested to marry
.She agrees because she does not want to hurt her mother. She also compares
the relationship of her friends to their mothers ;they quarreled, they kissed; with
her own mother ‘we certainly did not talk about love, for each other to anyone
else’. Her grandmother fascinated her with stories of Mahabharata specially Nala
Damayanti . These stories were not easy to decode, because of which comparisons
were made, illusions discovered and a moral drawn out. She learnt through these
stories that a woman avenges, can earn manhood through her penance. She
believed she was the avenging incarnation of all the avenging deities.
Grandmother’s another interesting story was of Gandhari who sacrificed
her sight to Sita ,Devi's mother ,who has put aside music to perform traditional
duties of wife, mother and daughter-in-law. She breaks her veena to idealize her
role in a traditional Hindu home and her breaking of the veena can be seen as a
revolt against male dominions , but later she breaks free from the past and takes

control of her life, she not only resumes her love for veena but also shows courage
and individuality.

Conclusion :

These stories make us aware of woman'’s pride, destiny and sacrifice.
Indian women have always lived under the protection of husband or children
and felt safe in these confined relationships. The author has used Baba and
Devi's grandmother as mouthpieces to initiate Devi into the tradition of archetypal
woman. Devi meanwhile looks for identity as well as dealing anxiety of not finding
a ‘home’, a refuge . Through Devi, Hariharan shows how woman survives in
male dominated society facing all sorts of discriminations but surviving above all
odds with her inner strength. The Thousand Faces of Night explores the
underworld faces of Indian women and reveals the author’s unending fight for
their rights and quest for self-identity in the present world.
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