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Preface

The National Seminar organized in celebration of Silver Jubilee
Closing Ceremony of the Narangi Anchalik Mahavidyalaya, Narengi,
Guwahati in collaboration with Indian National Trust For Art And
Cultural Heritage (Intach) , Kamrup Chapter is expected to engage
scholars and‘academicians from different nooks of the country ina
meaningful pedagogy and applied strategy on a felicitous and
ineluctable topic for all who are born and grown up on the riverine
culture in the Northeast particularly in Assam and even outside

Northeast .

River, the free gift of nature is the mother of all living beings
_encouraging the flow of life for the people who live closer on the
bank . The culture of human beings is developed in the vicinity of
rivers. The earliest civilization which is identified as river culture is
formed on fertile river plains. River constitutes identities and creates
societies in many varied ways, assymbol and ds a primary agency
in culture. From a water perspectivé, it can be presumed that the
river may transcend or divide states, enabling other identities since
political boundaries may not correspond to the cultural units. These
identities have their point of departure in the very physicality of the
different forms of water and the biological necessity of the daily
water. '

The riverine culture is closely associated with people’s education
which will make a rich civilization for people living in the
neighbouring region. In ancient time rivers were the main source of
drinking water and for other day to day activities. Even in present
time the river gives the inhabitants a reliable source of water for



drinking and agriculture. The river, itself a unique network that
gathers a multitude of organizations engaged in the regeneration of
riverbanks and waterfronts as cultural spaces. The river brings
together in a close harmony the arts and culture sectors with
environmental and research organizations, policy-makers, city
planners and decision makers, to provide sustainable public spaces
for civic engagement on our rivers and waterfronts.

We introduce here the term “River Culture” to delineate an eco-
social approach to mitigate the biological and cultural diversity crisis
in riverscapes. It is based on the insight that current environmental
change may endanger both, biological and cultural diversities in rivers
and their basins, and those activities to improve ecosystem functions,
biodiversity and capacity of the biological species to evolve will
have asimilarly positive effect on human cultural diversity.

The seminar has been designed to highlight the River Culture
and Tourism with special reference to Brahmaputra with the
following sub themes :Heritage of River, River People, River Culture
and Sustainability, River Livelihood, River Literature, River
Community

River Politics and Economics, River Tourism, River Folklore,
Riverine Society and its Perspectives, River Ecology and its
Importance, River Science and Technology, River Connectivity

River Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services and any other sub
theme relevant with the main topic of the seminar.

To discuss these manifold issues related with the theme and sub
theme the seminar offers a platform with the hope that the
geographers and scientist, other resource person and scholars will
propound and advance their views articulated through their papers
submitted to the seminar. A plenary session is conducted before the
technical session where seven renowned resource persons will
deliver their views to focus on the leit motif of the theme of the

seminat.



The seminar will have eight technical session where total more
than 65 papers will be presented. I hope these papers will effectuate
the objectives of the seminar.

I gratefully acknowledge the financial support rendered by the
Indian National Trust for Art and Cultural Heritage INTACH) New
Delhi and Avas Foundation, Guwahati.

I'must acknowledge the tireless effort of all the Faculty members,
scholars, students and non-teaching staff of the college to make
the conference a success.

Last but not the least , I am indebted to the University author.ity
and colleagues from different parts of the country and outsnc!e gracing
the conference with their august presence to help and guide us for

consummating the event fruitfully and persuasively for reaching a
goal .

Dr. Lakhimi Gogoi

Convener,

Silver Jubilee Closing Ceremony National Seminar
Narangj Anchalik Mahavidyalaya

Narengi, Guwahati- 781171
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Message

I'am pleased to know that the Department of Geogré?pll_y,
Narangi Anchalik Mahavidyalaya, Narengi, Guwahati in
collaboration With Indian National Trust For Art And Cultgral
Heritage (Intach) , Kamrup Chapter, is going to organize Seminar
on “ River Culture and Tourism With Special Reference _to
Brahmaputra” during September 28-29, 2018 and a Souvenir-
cum-Abstract Volume is being released on this occasion. I would
like to congratulate Principal of the College and Convener Dr.
Lakhimi Gogoi for taking such excellent initiative. _

The cultural value based River Tourism Initiative is si,g:ruﬁC_anl
for achieving sustainable development goals. Global scientific
communities under leadership of International Science Council (ISC)
are implementing important initiatives. Recently, UN has passed
resolution to implement Sustainable Development Goals on 25"
September, 2015. Cultural geographers need to contribute towards
these initiatives that analyze local, regional and national patterns of
river culture, tourist resources, Pil grimage geography, local
knowledge and sustainable development goals. The construction
of cultural civilization concerns humankind for their future landscape,
and the conservation of cultural environment isa responsibility shared



by all humankind. Coping with modernization and change, protecting
cultural landscape like river and maintaining cultural security need
collective initiatives from all regions, religions and societies. In this
context, shared initiatives is a necessary requirement for embracing
anew eraof composite culture, and a fundamental requirement for
the achievement of both sustainiable development goals and cultural
understanding. To built acommunity of shared cultural future for
peaceful coexistence, all societies around the river culture shall work
together and enhance collaboration and cooperation. Besides, Asian
countries shall fulfill their obligations under the International
Convention, SDGs Agreement and the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable
Development, and actively engage in global cultural governance;
pushing for indigenous efforts in dealing with cultural change, and
striving fot river:tourism and human security. The seminar will bring
insights and pinpoint cultural differences. Intercultural communication
as such will‘help to enhance mutual understanding and expand
common grounds, setting the stage for the dialogue and cooperation
of river civilizations like the Brahmaputra region.

‘ On behalf of the IGU, I welcome the participants. I wish
the Seminar a great success.
R.B.Singh
Member-IUGG-IGU Joint National Committee, Indian National
Science Academy (INSA)
Springer Series Editor-Advances in Geographical and Environmental
Sciences and SDGs



NARANGIANCHALIK MAHAVIDYALAYA
NARANGI, GUWAHATI-171, ASSAM
‘Principal V¢

Message
NAMASKER It is amatter of great happiness for Narangi Anchalik
Mahavidyalaya , Guwahati, Assam, that we are organizing a National
Seminar as a part of Silver Jubilee closing ceremony on “RIVER
CULTURE AND TOURISM WITH SPECIAL
REFERANCE TO BRAHMAPUTRA” in-collaboration with
“INDIAN NATIONAL TRUST FORART AND CULTURAL
HERITAGE (INTACH) KAMRUP CHAPTER?”. This is our
first effort to organise a national seminar n our college. Responding
our call more than fifty participants are submitted abstracts on fifieen
sub theme of the topic.

In this regard, I would like to express my sincere
appreciation to the executives of INTACH , New Delhi , Assam
Chapter and Kamrup Chapter who generously helped us make
this event come together to become a SUCCess. Major General
L.G. Gupta, Chairperson, INTACH New Delhi, Dr. ShielaBora,
former Prof. Deptt. Of History, DU, SwapnanilBaruah, IAS, former
Commissioner, Co-Convener, INTACH , Assam Chaptef, Dr.
Dinesh Baishya, former Principal, B. Baruah College, Convener
INTACH , Kamrup Chapter , MiltanQueah, former Secretary Govt.
of Assam , Co-convener INTACH Assam Chapter , We couldn’t
have done it without you..

Reeta Dutta Hazorika

Principal i/

Narangi Anchalik Mahavidyalaya
Narangi, Guwahati-171, Assam
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SPECIAL SPEECH ON:

THE ESSENCE OF RIVER VALLEY CULTURE AND
INDIGENOUS KNOWLEDGE OF THE RIVER PEOPLE

Dinesh Baishya
Founder Convener INTACH, Assam Chapter.
Convener INTACH Kamrup
Former Principal, BBorooah College.

Rivers are the centres for development of human
civilisations. Centering the great rivers of the world the great
civilizations of the world had been developed. Indus, Ganges, Nile,
Amazon, Volga, Guangzhou , Congo, Mississippi are the great rivers
of the world where great human civilizations of the world had grew
in different times of the history. All the knowledge centres of the
human race were developed on the bank’s of the Rivers. Rivers are
the lifelines of the people of the world more particularly the river
valley people. All rivers of the world are the centres of great world
cultural heritage.

Learning s from rivers by the people of river vallyies are the
great bodies of culture and indigenous knowledge. Ordinary People
living on the bank of a river can speak, what will be the size of the
flood in next year, just observing behaviour of the aquatic or river
bank terrestrial animals. This is indigenous knowledge or science
or culture.A boatman can forecast a storm before sufficient time
just by observing the river water or the clouds in the sky.

An ordinary fisherman can speak exactly about the species

and size of fish school under water.
They can also speak about a drought in near future. This body of
traditional knowledge is loosing it’s grip in the traditional society.
This important body of knowledge was embedded in the form of
traditional culture of the river valley communities.

Traditional cultures are vanishing at a faster rate due to

National Seminar on River Culture & Tourism With Special Reference to Brahamuptra 15



negligence by the so called modem people. Modern people believe
only modern science, they donot consider traditional or indigenous
knowledge of the people inherent in the form of culture. But this
knowledge cannot be supplemented by the modern scientific and
technological knowledge. Therefore conservation of river valley
cultures and the indigenous knowledge of the people living in the
river banks are most important for the future of the human kind.
This seminaris a humble effort through high light on culture of river
valley communities with reference to the Brahmaputra river.

National Seminar on River Culture & Tourism With Special Reference to Brahamuptra // 16
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RIVER NAVIGATION ON THE BRAHMAPUTRA AND
ITS TRIBUTARIES

Swapnanil Barua

Assam is a riverine civilisation. Life evolved and developed along
- the rivers. No town, village habitation was far away from the river,
brook or spring, big or small. If Sadiya had the Lohit, Dhubri had the
Gadadhar, Dibrugarh had its Dibru, Sivasagar it’s Dikhow, Jorhat
it’s Bhogdoi, Golaghat it’s Dhunsiri, Tezpur it’s Bhorli, Nagao,it’s
Kolong/Kopili, Lakhimpur it’s Dikrong, Barpeta it’s Nakhnda, Silchar
it’s Barak, Karimganj it’s Surma, just to name a few, while the big
river embraced all the smaller ones in its bough. People had intimate
relationship with the river. It provided the. drinking water, the
community bathing place, its banks the place for children to play and
the young boys and girls to meet and exchange hearts. Reading the
river in the different seasons, swimming, learning to fish, to dive
underwater came as a natural corollary'to playing around in the water.
But developmentkilled it all. Tube wells, bathrooms and piped water
did away with the need for going to the waters. As a result most
children in villages don’t know how to wim. Those in towns don’t get
the opportunity to learn due to the paucity of swimming pools. With
this, the first line of defence in The river systems were the means of
communications till the British days, with the road network beinga
winter use affair and an alternative to shallow draught of the rivers,
in winter. Maintenance of a road network in the rains was expensive
and time consuming and technically demanding. The practical British
followed the Ahoms and the Koches in maintaining the river system
as the principal means of communication, supplementing it with small
railways from the interior to the ports like the JPR, Balipara Railway,
Dibru Ledo Railway, Assam Bengal Railway etc. The Deputy
Commissioners had sarkari motor launches, but no official cars, till
the sixties. A fter independence the setting up of the Siliguri link of
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NEF Railway and the National Highway network sounded a death
knell for this river-navigation network . The Indo Pakistan war of
1965 closed the river network beyond Dhubri, but that was no pretext
to use it as a pretext to neglect the Inland transport within Assam.
Exports of tea and imports of food grain/essential commodities could
have been done from a transshipment point at Srirampur or Boxirhat
and then carried by the river upto Sadiya. This was not doné. Not
that road transport made things easier. Annual floods shut down the
National Highway at North Bengal for a month or so , every year till
the seventies. But by that time the river transport system, although
cheaper, was decisively killed. India government did not display enough
diplomatic muscle with the new government of Bangladesh to allow
free transportation of goods though that country, even though
Bangladesh was an Indian creation. The Assam government should
Assam, became the more important issues then.The River Steam&
Navigation Company was the leading firm in carrying on the Inland
navigation system in Assam on the Brahmaputra. River crossings
done in ferries was in the realm of PWD and the Deputy
Commissioner. There was something called Mar boats with oars,, in
the smaller river crossings. The RSN Company was in the red by the
mid end sixties. Hence the river navigation system was nobody’s
business till the setting up of the Inland Waters Department in the
mid seventies. This gap led to the total collapse of the river navigation
system in the meanwhile. This gap allowed the growth of private
vessels. The maar boats were modified to use diesel engines-and
propellers by use of indigenous technology, which had its origin in
Bangladesh. The Bihari sailors and sarengs of the old RSN Company
used their experience to build such modified engine boats in Upper
Assam. These modified wooden boats were utility boats , with more
stress on running anyhow than run safely. Technically the IWT
Department should have stepped in to implement the safety
requirements of all vessels plying on the rivers under the provisions
of the Indian Vessel,Act of 1917. However it was more interested in
projecting itselfas a PSU replacement.of the dead RSN Company.
The vigilance and safety audit of the private vessels plying became
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no body’s business. Meanwhile the numbers of the private vessels
were increasing with the increase of trade and business emanating
from the chars, be it fish, poultry, milk, vegetables and even
passengers. Government ferries and vessels were always short of
the requirement and over the years with no addition to the fleet, it
has now become an assembly of leaky vessels with dying engines
and machinery. In a catch 22situation , vessel and passenger safety
went through the roof. The IWT cannot provide the required vessels,
nor ithhasthe teeth to enforce the safety regulations. So lookingthe
other way was the best option. IWT Department still hangs in a
limbo of whether to be a commercal entity or be a regulatory one. It
does not have the competency to be either, inspite of the Government
thinking so.Coming back to the main issue or reviving the Inland
navigation system in Assam, it is a must than an alternative. Except
the Transport Minister who once in'a while thinks so, he is mostly in
a dilemma whether to concentrate on developing road or river
transport. Development of road transport is the headache of NHAL
PMGSY and state PWD and government alone can do little to
promote road safety. Revenue raising on which it now concentrates
wholly, is an incidental activity of the Transport Commissionerate.
An ambitious World Bank plan has been prepared to revamp IWT,
of which the stake holders are little aware. It is all set to head for
another scam in the Department, for which it is already infamous.
Since private vessels are here to stay, enforcing the requirements of
safety of the passengers in them, should be the priority of the day.
What the Government plans to do for Inland water transport
development must be shared with the public. Cross river connectivity,
and internal canal connectivity system like in Europe can be thought
of. Marine engineering courses introduced in our engineering colleges.
preparedness and cheaper transportation,
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TOURISM IN RAJASTHAN: POTENTIAL,
PROSPECTS AND PROBLEMS

Dr. Vinod K. Bhardwayj
Associate Professor, Geography &
Nodal Officer, Innovations and Skill Development Programmes
Commissionerate of College Education, Govt. of Rajasthan,
Jaipur
E-mail: drvkb.25@gmail.com

o . Abstract:

Rajasthan is the state which lacks various resources, especially
water and vegetation; but yet it is full of avenues to promote tourism
through Sanskriti (Culture), Sand and Seva (Service). Rajasthan
isa part of Golden Triangle and ably attracting indigenous and foreign

_ tourists because of its dry beauty, full of historical sites (forts and
palaces), pleasant winters, beautiful lakes, memorable &
adventurous festivals, cultural heritage, religious tourism and many
more. Rajasthanies have learnt how to earn despite scarcities; and
it reflects in form of boom in tourism herein. A total 4,59,16,573
indigenous tourists and 16,09,963 foreign tourists visited Rajasthan
in2017. There was a net increase in tourists’ arrival in 2010 by 1%
only which gone up to 17 % in 2016, but ably maintained in 2017
up to 11%. Despite limited time to pleasurably visit Rajasthan (mid
of Nov. to the end of Feb.) the number of visitors is too high.
Contrarily, there are 25 prime locations in Rajasthan where mostly
tourists like to visit. However, the state Govt. has enough focus to
promote tourism in the state. There are multi level efforts to attract
tourists like ‘Palce on wheel’, branding slogan ‘ Padhare Mhare
Desh’, organizing annual programmes & fairs and local attractions
like food, hospitality and customs etc. Besides, Govt. is also trying

to expand tourism as much as possible.
Undoubtedly, tourism is back bone of economy in the state of

Rajasthan, but there are issues that barrier the growth of this industry.
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Poor infrastructure, lack of security, mismanagement, ‘show more-
performing less’ attribute of responsible stakeholders, lack of -
maintenance of heritages resources, dominance of ‘lapka’
(hijackers), tourism mafias, swindling, misbehave etc. may be
counted as those aspects which are to be addressed strictly, not
just by introducing rule or pohc1es Recently, there were cow-hitting
cases in Jaipur itself where tounsts lost their lives. Repeatedly reports
about fraud with tourists are again a speck on the *Atithi Devo
Bhavh’ or ‘Padharo Mhare Desh’.

* There are remedies to overcome most of bitter situations, if
there is a strong political will. The paper is based on field
observations, responses and secondary sources.
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ECOSYSTEM SERVICES AND ENVIRONMENTAL
HEALTH

Mahfuza Rahman
Retd. Head Geography Department
. Cotton College, Guwahati.
Presently Visiting Faculty Tata Institute of Social Science,
Guwahati & Gauhati University

Humans have changed natural ecosystems more rapidly and extensively
over the last five decades than inany comparable period in human history. This -
change

has contributed to substantial net gains in human well-being and
economic development. But, the full costs associated with these gains are only
now becoming apparent.

Broader pressures on ecosystems, from depletion and degradation of freshwater

resources, to the impacts of global climate change on natural disasters and
agricultural production and the harmful effects of the degradation of ecosystem
services are being borne disproportionately by the poor. '

One third of the world’s population now lives in countries experiencing
moderate to high water stress. This fraction will continue to increase as both
population sizearid per capita water demand grow -reflecting the escalating use
of fresh water for irrigated agriculture, livestock production, human consumption,
and added to it are the requirements of wealthier urban reSIdents especially for
car wash and gardening.

Extreme weather events including storms, floods have local and
sometimes regional effects: directly through deaths and injuries and indirectly
through economic disruption, infrastructure damage and population displacement.
[n turn, this may lead to increased incidence of certaincommunicable diseases
because of overcrowding, lack of clean water and shelter, poor nutritional status,

and adverse impacts on mental health.

As human wellbeing declines, there is a corresponding decline in the
options available for people to regulate their use of natural resources at sustainable
levels. This increases pressure on ecosystem services and can create a downward
spiral of increasing poverty and further degradation of these services.
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FLOOD MANAGEMENT IN THE BRAHMAPUTRA
RIVER REGION

Milton Queah
Former Secetary, Govt. of Assam, Co-Convener, INTACH,
Assam Chapter.

— A Brief Perspective in the light of National Disaster
Management Guidelines (Management of Floods) 17th January
2008, issued by National Disaster Management Authority
Government of India

Floods have been recurrent phenomena in India from time
immemorial. Almost every year floods of varying magnitude affect
some parts of the country or the other. The monsoon regime is a
regular phenomenon. There is a fundamental regularity and
dependability about the monsoon that sets the seasonal rhythms of
life, although it also causes unfortunate losses across much of this
part of the world. The annual precipitation including snowfall over
India is estimated at 4, 00,000 crore cubic meters (4,000 Billion
Cubic Meters [BCM]) with the seasonal rainfall in the monsoons
being of the order of 3, 00,000 crore cubic meters (3,000 BCM).
The Indian subcontinent receives maximum rainfall during the south-
west (SW) monsoon (summer monsoon) for a period of about 100
days, starting from the first week of June to the end September.
India can be broadly divided into the following four regions fora
study of flood hazard.

1. The Brahmaputra River Region

2. The GangaRiver Region

3. The North-west River Region

4. The Central India and Deccan Region
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The Brahmaputra River Region consists of the rivers
Brahmaputra and Barak and their tributaries, and covers the states
of Assam, Arunachal Pradesh, Meghalaya, Mizoram, Manipur,
Tripura, Nagaland, Sikkim and the northern parts of West Bengal.
The catchments of these rivers receive very heavy rainfall ranging
from 1100 mms. to 6350 mms which occurs mostly during the
months of May-June to September. Asaresult, floods in this region
are severe and quite frequent. Further the hills, where these rivers
originate, are fragile and susceptible to erosion and thereby cause .
exceptionally highssilt discharge in the rivers. In addition, the region
issubject to severe and frequent earthquakes, which cause numerous.
landslides in the hills and upset the regime of the rivers. The
predominant problems in this region are cloud bursts followed by.
flash floods, soil erosion in the watershed and bank erosion along - -
the rivers, flooding caused by the spilling of rivers over their banks,
drainage congestion and the tendency of some of the rivers to change
their courses. The plain areas of the region suffer from the inundation
caused by spilling of the Brahmaputra.

The National Disaster Management Guidelines
(Management of Floods) 17th January 2008, issued by National
Disaster Management Authority Government of India seeks to put.
in place a Standard Operating Procedure to be adopted by the
flood affected states in the form of Disaster Management Plans so
asto give effect to the paradigm shift from the erstwhile relief centric
and post-event syndrome to pro-active prevention, mitigation and
preparedness driven Disaster Management in order to conserve
developmental gains and also to minimize loss of lives, livelihood |

systems and property.

National Seminar on River Culture & Tourism With Special Reference to Brahamuptra // 26



THE “FOREST MAN OF INDIA” AND HIS BIO-
DIVERSITY SANDBAR IN BRAHMAPUTRA RIVER:
AN ECO-TOURISTS DESTINATION

B.S.Mipun -
Department of Geography, NEHU, Shillong

Extinction of species is one of the greatest threats to mankind. Habitat
fragmentation, resource exploitation and global climate change are
the major threats to majority of the species (Choudhury and Khan).
The successful implementation of grass root level conservation
strategies has proven to be the best way to remedy our depleting
environment. JadavPayeng has shown us how to save the ecosystem
in today’s plastic age. It all started in 1979, when he encountered a
large number of reptiles that had died after floods washed them
onto a treeless sandbar (Choudhury and Khan). During 1980, leaving
his education and home, Payeng started growing plants and
transported red ants from his village, as he believes red ants change
- the property of soil. Today, he claims to have developed 1360 acres
of forest, popularly known as ‘MolaiKathoni’ (Molai’s Woods) after
his pet name ‘Molai’ in Jorhat district, Assam, on the bank of river
Brahmaputra.
Padma ShriJadavPayengis known as “forest man of India”. He has
been recognized as one of the eminent environmentalist of India
who has restored and conserved asandbar middle of the
Brahmaputra River in Jorhat District, which conserves variety of
species of trees, wildlife and other bio-diversity species. Heisa
recipient of ’PadmaShri” one of the highest civilian award. The
sandbar in the river Bramaputra is very close to Majulilsland,Jorhat
District. Large population of Mising community lives the island. Mr.
JadavPayeng protected and conserved sandbar by defending it alone
with all odds from the neighbouringvillages in which wild animals
and forest resources were prey to them. The sandbar has been
housing number of species of flora and fauna with his effort. This
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sandbar has become a beautiful thick forest and attracting large
number of local and foreign tourists. He has been lauded all over
India and the world for his conservation efforts of the bio-diversity
island and is being invited to international forums to share his
experience of method of conservation of bio-diversity. He not only
looks after the forest and wild life, but also multiplies them by planting

saplings and protecting animals from poachers taking help from -

forest department. The forest is habitat for variety of wild life such
as wild elephant, deer, tiger, wild boar, monkey, birds and number
endangered and valuable species trees. His effort has changed many
cultural aspects and perception of the people surrounded, which
would try to destroy the bio-diversity of the forest before.Today,
many people joined him and some are getting livelihood through
tourists and collecting NTFP from the forest. The presentation aims
to highlight ShriPayeng’s long challenging journey how he overcame
difficulties in creating and maintaining a forest sandbarof such nature
in the Brahmaputra River and converting it into a bio-diversity park
for tourists. This note is prepared after gaining some knowledge
through a personal conversation with ShriPayeng and documents
available through various sources.
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FLOOD TO BLOOD : ASSAM’S CONNECTIONS
WITH BRAHMAPUTRA

. Dr Ratan Bhattacharjee

./ Associate Professor and Head Post Graduate Dept of English,

Dum Dum Motijheel College & International Visiting Professor
Fairleigh Dickinson University , New Jersey.

The flood too gives fertility but more than that the image
that endures is that of the flow of blood and the Assamese culture is
replenished by the imagination of Brahmaputra as a human body is
vitalised by the flow of blood. Like knowledge , river too is a flow
and a continuous ceaseless flow flourishing life and fertility. This is
where ariver can inspire creativity . This is the reason why ariver is
again and again came to be mentioned in the epics and the Puranas.
Itis an integral part of creativity for the poets and intertwined with
life and society.Since immemorial times to our present time ,
Brahmaputra like the Ganga has influenced social and literary life. It
is quite interesting that there is no mention of Lauhitya“ in Vedic
literature. But the name appears to have been in existence from the
Epic Age. Although, in the present available editions the name of
Lauhitya‘® could not be traced, several scholars refer to the
Ramayana indicating that the term Lauhitya is available there.The
river Luit or Lauhitya as it is mentioned in ancient Indian literature
is of immense geographical and cultural significance .The name
Brahmaputra‘® was perhaps in vogue from the time of Kalika
Purana of Assam, a work of 9" century A.D., after incorporation
of the two mythological stories explaining the origin of the
Brahmaputra and highlighting its glory and sacredness, as place of
pilgrimage and remover of all earthly sins. It narrates how the water
of the river became Lohit* (red) and how it originated as the son of
Brahma. Along withiits tributaries, the river also constitutes the most
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powerful fluvial system in India besides possessing one-third of
India‘s hydropower potential. Because of its tendency to overflow
during the monsoon, civilizations have never really prospered on
the Brahmaputra‘s banks unlike the Ganga or the Indus. But it has
cradled Majuli, one of the world‘s largest inhabited river islands
and the centre of Vaishnavism in Assam. And while sustaining the
last of the Gangetic river dolphins, it nurtures biodiversity hotspots
like Kaziranga by recharging its grassy wetlands. Besides this social
significance ,it is also'a source of artistic and musical inspiration, .
and a purifier of soul. knowledge about Lauhitya River was prevalent
prior to that period in and outside Assam.The Vayu Purana, the
Brahma Purana, the Brahmanda Purana, and the Padma
Purana - all these puranas refer to the name of Lauhitya as ariver.
The Vayu Purana records Lauhitya as a tirtha most sacred for
performing shraddha, sacrifice, meditation, etc. (chap 77-95). As.
per the Brahmanda Purana the river originates from the Lake
Lohita‘. The Matsya Purana also provides for certain information
on the source of the river Lauhitya.
Even outside Assam there is reference to the river Lauhitya
for exaample in inscriptions at least from the early p.ar't.of the 6%
century A.D. The Mandasor Stone Pillar Inscription. T.he
Arthasashtra of Kautilya, a treatise on polity .and economics
grouped the countries according to its flora, fauna? minerals, 11}dusmal
products, and other items like silk, cotton fabnf:s, a.romatlcs, etc.,
for which the northern and eastern region was historically farrfous.
Itis not like Huang Ho river which brings only sorrow to the Chinese
people.It gives life a fullness in many ways. As the flow c?f blood
can give life its thythm of vitality, in the same way , the river can
give Assamese life and society its effervescent animation. It is like
Mark Twain’s Mississippi- Missourie or Congo for Conrad’s novels
- anepic image of livelihood and enlightenment. Again we may refer
to the essence of Siddartha : “I felt knowledge and the unity of the
world circulate in me like my own blood.” It is the wisdom that the
river imparts.” and it holds true of Brahmaputra. The flood too
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gives fertility but more than that the image that endures is that of the
flow of blood and the Assamese culture is replenished by the
imagination of Brahmaputra as a human body is vitalised by the
flow of blood. Mark Twain once wrote on the life on the Mississippi
: “The Mississippi River towns are comely, clean, well built, and
pleasing to the eye, and cheering to the spirit. The Mississippi Valley
is asreposeful as a dreamland, nothing worldly about it . . . nothing
to hang a fret or a worry upon.” This is true of Assam and
Brahmaputra. The people of Assam draw inspiration from the
Brahmaputra and in the process the river contributes to the
development of literature, music lores, folk songs and other musical
forms. Dr Bhupen Hazarika known as.the Bard of Brahmaputra
describes the river as the symbol of integration in the region

We get a desolate and uncomfortable picture of an Assam
that is flooded with blood throughout the year without caring for
the delightful stories drenched in the goodness of the rain. Rains
and rivers are basal and elemental in the shaping of a literary psyche;
they are among other factors, the carriers of a riveririe culture.Rivers
are a vast repository of folklore , legends and myths of Assamese
heritage.As the banks are inundated in monsoon, the mind of the
poets is also inspired in a similar way to borrow Wordsworth’s
phrase * spontaneous overflow of powerful feelings’. River mermaids
provide images of sensuousness and mystery suggesting submissive
femininity. Turbulent political situation or sexual identity are reflected
in the use of Brahmaputra image as the river is regarded as male.
Bhupen Hazarika imagined Luit as Mahabahu, the strong armed
son of Brahma. Again in popular culture the gender identity of
Mahabahu is gender neutral. Kopli Dihang Gadadhar are also rivers
which are connected to feminine fertility. Rivers united the two
cultures - the common folk culture and the urban middle class culture.
Keywords : Brahmaputra, Luit, Blood ,Flood, Mark Twain
Mississippi, Herman Hesse, Siddhartha Congo Congo, Riverine
Culture Bhupen Hazarika , Vedas Epics Purana
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A STUDY ON RIVER TOURISM : WITH
SPECIAL REFERENCE TO NAMAMI
BRAHMAPUTRA

Abhilasha Mazumdar
Assistant Professor, Nerim Group of Institutions & Research
Scholar, USTM .

ABSTRACT

Brahmaputra is one of the largest river with a drainage area of
5,80,000 km in India. Its basin is shared by Arunachal Pradesh,
Assam, Meghalaya, Nagaland ,Sikkim And West Bengal.
Brahmaputra River is the fourth largest river of the world in terms
of its discharge. Brahmaputra is considered as a lifeline for the people
in the state. Government of Assam has taken the initiative of
celebrating the largest River Festival. It was to celebrate the beauty
of River Brahmaputra in Assam from 31st march to 4% April 2017.
5 days program was hosted to showcase the heritage, art and culture.
Event was Held in 21 districts across the state. It was also a tool of
enhancing the segment of River Tourism in Assam. River Tourism is
anew concept of Tourism. And Assam is blessed with Natural Water
Resources. River Tourism can makes local people of an area
generate income through Employment and it may led to economic
development of the state or Area. The present study throws light on
different characteristics of This Festival and its needs and
Requirement from the perspective of local people and tourists. It is
descriptive type of study and both Primary and Secondary sources
are used for collecting data.
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ROLE OF RIVERINE POPULATION OF
BRAHMAPUTRA: IN REVAMPING SUSTAINABLE
TOURISM

Abhilasha Phukan
PG 3" semester, Cotton University
abhilashaphukan@gmail.com

ABSTRACT

The river Brahmaputra- the son of god Brahma, boastsof
its vastness and pristine river culture. The river has contributed
economically, ecologically and culturally along with a large scope
for tourism. The river basins comprises of rich flora and fauna and
diverse ethnic cultures predominantlythe Mishings, Deoris, Sonowal-
kacharis of Assam. With periodic occurrences of flood in the
monsoon the river acts both as a boon and bane for the riverine
populace. The livelihood of the riverine dwellers can be upgraded
with the aid of river tourism which can boost revenue generation
and employment. Although the region has got vast potential for
developing river tourism, this sector has still miles to go for fruition.
The role of the riverine population seems crucial in this aspect since
they are the ones who are closely connected to the river culture, its
biodiversity and folklore. This paper attempts to study the role of
riverine natives in refurbishment of river tourism with the help of
some data gathered from primary and secondary sources.
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THE BRAHMAPUTRAAND THE SOCIO-ECONOMIC
LIFE OF THE PEOPLE OFASSAM

Banajyoti Sarma
Deptt. Of Economics, NarangiAnchalikMahavidyalaya
Narangi, Guwahati-171

ABSTRACT

The Brahmaputra is one of the major rivers of Asia, a trans-boundary river
which flows through China, India and Bangladesh. About 3,848 kms long, the
Brahmaputra is an important river for irrigation and transportation. The Brahmaputra
river has been and continues to be the lifeline to millions of people in Assam. This
research paper is based on the analysis of impact of the river Brahmaputra on the
socio-economic life of people of Assam. People and communities of Assam use the
river Brahmaputra for meeting their livelihood in the form of wading of cattle, fishing
and cultivation of different types of crops, irigation and riverine transport. The river
Brahmaputra plays an important role in transportation. The river is fully operational
for transportation of men, materials and animals. Operation of transportation services
has also generated employment. The Brahmaputra is an important river for
hydroelectricity generation. Many hydro-power projects have come up and new ones
are expected to be built on the river and its tributaries. Though there exists enough
potential for tourism related activities in the river, not much has beendone to explore
and develop the same. In spite of its positive impact on the economic condition ofthe
people, it hasits share of negative impacts ina number of ways. It causes misery tothe
people through floods and erosion of ts banks every year. Thousands acres of cultivable
lands have been lost. Due to flood, many people have become displaced. There is
heavy loss of humans and animals every year. To reduce the devastating effects,
immediate short-term and long-term measures need to be taken up by the Govt of
Assam and Govt of India. The study therefore carries important implications to portray
the socio-economic life of the people of Assam living near the Brahmaputra river.
Key words- livelihood, irrigation, transportation, tourism, hydroelectricity.
Methodology- This study is based on both primary and secondary data. Secondary
data have been collected from Government publications, Statistical Handbook of
Assam 2017-18, websites on annual statistics of Government of Assam, data of
Inland Water Transport. For further study, questionnaire and direct case study will be
collected subsequently.
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RIVER INTERLINKING AND ITS IMPACT IN
BRAHMAPUTRA VALLEY

Banasree Devi
Assistant Professor Department of Political Science
NarangiAnchalikMahavidyalaya

ABSTRACT

Since ancient times, rivers have been playing a great role
in the birth and evolution of human civilization. Various big cities
were born on the bank of rivers. Rivers also play a great role as
a means of communication. Besides this it also helps in the very
survival of humanity because without water not a single creature

of God can survive. The Government of India plans to interlink
Himalayan rivers through 30 inter linking canal systems.
Government argued that river interlinking may help those states
which have less amount of water for their people and also those
states which faces problems due to flood. It is estimated that
about 30% of the India’s fresh water and 45% of its hydro-
potential is located in the North East, mostly in the Brahmaputra
valley. River interlinking may solve the problems of flood, cultivation
of kharif crops and can also help in generation of power and as
means of communication, because river communication is the
cheapest means of communication through which we can carry
large number of machines and other heavy items with minimum

cost.
Brahmaputra is one of the major rivers of the continent of

Asia, which flows through China, India and Bangladesh. It is

about 3,848km long.
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Even though river interlinking in India has various utility;
critics criticise that the project is not based on proper scientific
study which may result in major ecological changes. River
Brahmaputra is the life line of Assam. If Assam Government uses
its water for the development of the region, it has various
potentialities for irrigation, power generation;transportation as well
as it may also help in Assam’s tourism industries a lot. But instead
of using its water for development of the region if we allow it to
flow to the other parts of the country it is difficult to say what
might happen. It may also hamper our climate. Various people all
over the region stand against it because it is a threat to the
region’s eco system as well as to the farmers who are largely
depended upon river water. River linking may cause further
- decrease in water availability during the drought season when the
. flow of river water recedes sharply.
| This paper is an attempt to analyse the 1mportance of
. river linking and its impact on the north eastem region with special
~ reference to the mighty Brahmaputra River.

Key words: interlinking, eco- system, climate.
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ECOLOGICAL DIVERSITY AND MANAGEMENT
PRACTICES OF THE WETLANDS OF SONAPUR
AREA OF KAMRUP (M) DISTRICT,ASSAM

Barasha Rani Das , N. Deka
" Guwahati, Assam

ABSTRACT
The Brahmaputra Valley of Assam is endowed with many wetlands of

different shapes and sizes, majority of which occurred by the fluvial actions,
These wetlands are the most important and integral part of the riverine
landscapes of the Brahmaputra Valley which have been providing immense
role towards making the riverine ecology diverse and the economy of the
people around them sustainable as well. However, during the last few
decades many wetlands of the Brahmaputra Valley have been getting
degraded mainly by some of the irrational human activities. The Sonapur
area of Kamrup (M) district of Assam, being a part of the Brahmaputra
Floodplain, is also extensively dotted with a large number of different types
of wetlands. The indigenous communities of the area have been traditionally
managing and conserving the wetlands as because the wetlands for many
people become the principal source for their livelihood. However, the
degradation of the wetlands in the Sonapur area have very recently resulted
in many environmental and socio-economic problems. The present study
is, therefore, an attempt to investigate the distributional pattern of the
wetlands and their roles towards the ecology and economy of the concerned .
villages under Sonapur Revenue Circle. The study is basically based on
primary data and information collected through field survey and
mvesttgatlon The distributional pattern of different types of wetlands and
the changes in their shapes and sizes are shown on the map of Sonapur
Revenue Circle with the help of concerned toposheet, satellite and Google
Earth images. Some secondary data of the wetlands were also collected
from the Circle Office. Software such as ArcGIS 9.2 is used in preparing
relatable maps of the region. This study can be considered as meaningful
in the present day context of changing ecological diversity of the wetland
ecosystems on the one hand and changing economic conditions of the
people living around the wetlands on the other.

Keywords: Wetlands, Floodplain Environment, Ecological Diversity,

Economic Sustainability
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FLOOD HAZARD AND ITS IMPACT ASSESSMENT
USING GEO-SPATIALTECHNIQUES:
A CASE STUDY ON LOKRAIMOUZA, DARRANG
DISTRICT, ASSAM

'Mr. Binod Kumar Nath&?Dr. Dhanjit Deka
1. Faculty for Modern Survey, Assam Survey and Settlement
Training Centre, Lakhra,Guwahati
2. Asstt. Prof., Deptt. of Geography, B.Borooah College, Ghy
Corresponding Email id: binodnath3@gmail.com

ABSTRACT:

Floods are the most common natural hazards that can affect
people, infrastructure and natural environment to a great extent.
According to an investigation made by World Meteorological
Organization (WMO) on the disasters caused by major types of
natural hazards all over the world, floods occupy third place after
cyclones and earthquakes ferocity by ranking (Pandharinath, et al.,
2004). Floods cause large-scale damages to our socio-economic
life as well as to the natural environment. Likewise, flood is a
perennial problem and all kinds of common flood damages prevail
in the study area of LokraiMouza, Darrang district of Assam. The
study covers a wide range of database generated from both primary
and secondary sources.The present study involves the use of survey
of India topographical sheet (1967-68), satellite images (IRS-P6
LISS Ill)and other secondary data were used for the preparation
of land use/land cover maps and different kinds of analysis. The
result shows that the agricultural practises as well as the soc1o
economie life of many villages in the study area are in highly vulnerable
position due to havoc of flood. The study aims to find the frequency
of flood, assess the LULC change, cause and impact of flood on
public health and socio-economic life. It is expected that the findings
of the study will definitely help in proper planning and management
for minimizing the damage of the flood in the study area.
Keywords: Flood, hazard, geospatial, vulnerable, management
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RIVER LITERATURE AND THE
BRAHMAPUTRA

Barnali Baruah
Assistant Professor, Kamarbandha College.

ABSTRACT

River is a distinguished feature of many literary works of
the world. Writers like Mark Twain and Joseph Conrad wrote great
books on rivers. In literature river is found as a place of search;
solitude; community; industry escape and transformation and
renewal. River literature might provide a rather detailed reflection
of social and religious realities for riverine areas. The image of river
in a literary text serve as a tool to rediscover the importance of
nature to mankind. In India, river acquires a special significance
from a literary perspective, from poetry to narratives. The mighty
river Brahmaputra is also a source of inspiration for the writers.
Like other Indian rivers it is also considered sacred. Numerous
creative works like epics, Puranas and Holy Scriptures mention the
Brahmaputra. The gorgeous flow of the river, the soothing and rustic
environment arouse a feeling of identification with the river,that is
projected in various literary works since ancient times. The
Brahmaputra, dearly addressed as Luit, pervades the Assamese
culture, language and literature, folklore, songs and music.

Keywords: Brahmaputra, Nature, River, Literature, Assamese.
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THE ROLE OF BRAHMAPUTRA RIVER BANK IN
TOURISTATTRACTION DEVELOPMENT, CASE
STUDY: DISANGMUKH, SIVASAGAR

Bhaijan Das
Master in Tourism Management, Jagiroad College

ABSTRACT

The mighty Brahmaputra is the most unexplored in the country,
and in the world. The immense potentialities has not addressed
scientifically till now. There are huge opportunities broad by towards
utilizing the river to the advantages of people and without harming
ecosystem in any manner. The Brahmaputra River along with its
numerous tributaries riverside areas and wetlands historically forms the
lifeline of the people of Assam.

Protected riverside areas can make rivers as a source of water
transport and tourism, this linkage between the river and the people
continuous to be spontaneous and sustainable to a great extent.

Now a day’s river tourism is increasingly popular. Local
residents should be given an understanding of the importance of tourism
activities mainly based on the river environment and things that need
to be done to support these activities. River cleanliness must be
maintained and preserved. This research was conducted at
Disangmukh, Sivasagar. Disang is a tributary where the Brahmaputra
joins together. That riverside area named as Disangmukh. Disangmukh
is one of busiest port of Brahmaputra, which connects to north banks
of river Brahmaputra. Research carried out quantitatively by using the
questionnaire survey, where local residents become respondents. Data
was analyzed descriptively; frequency to produce planning

- recommendation. Most respondents agreed that Disangmukh riverside

area could be a tourist destination. Provision of facilities is improve the
quality of life of local communities recommendations resulting from this
study are expected to be reference to the government and developers
Keywords: Attractions, Development, local culture, River banks,

River tourism,
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IMPACT OF BRAHMAPUTRA RIVER IN ASSAM
WITH SPECIAL REFERENCE TO KAMRUP DISTRICT
OF ASSAM

Bishwayjit Baishya', Geeta Upadhaya®
Assistant Professor Department of Finance'
Assistant Professor Department of Accountancy?
NarangiAnchalikMahavidyalaya

ABSTRACT

Assam is considered as the largest economically developed
state inthe North East India. The foundation and centre of this riverine
society and economy has been continues to the mighty river of
Brahmaputra. This river with a network of 33 tributaries has influenced
and continues to influence the socio and economic life of Assam and
its people in a matrix of layered inter relationship. A simple economy
has three important components i.e., livelihood (production,
consumption, exchange and employment), infrastructure and
institutions. Livelihoods perspectives have been central to rural
development thinking and practice in the past decade. But where do
such perspectives come from, what are their conceptual roots, and
what influences have shaped the way they have emerged?

Brahmaputra was considered and is being considered to
be the life line of Assam. This paper offers an historical review of
key moments in debates about rural livelihood, identifying the
tensions, ambiguities and challenges of such approaches. A number
of core challenges are identified, cantered on the need to injecta

more thorough-going political analysis into the centre of livelihoods .

perspectives. This will enhance the capacity of livelihoods
perspectives to address key lacunae in recent discussion, including
questions of knowledge, politics, scale and dynamics.

Keywords: Livelihood, Rural development, Sustainability,
Infrastructure, Institutions.
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FLOOD VULNERABILITY AND PEOPLE’S
STRUGGLE IN CHAR-AREA: ASTUDY IN DHALPUR
CHAR OF BRAHMAPUTRA RIVER, DARRANG,
ASSAM.

Bishwajit Das
bishwajitl.1@rediffmail.com

ABSTRACT

Flood impacts and social vulnerability are substantial threats
for the sustainable development of the world. This study focuses on
impacts, causes or factors, frequency of flood and some measures
and management capacity of the local people of the Char-land to adjust
with the situation. Dhalpur Char of Brahmaputra river is considered to
be one of the most vulnerable chars in Darrang district of Assam. The
frequency and severity of floods and its attrition in the Char lands have
increased over the last few decades. It causes the lack of educational
facilities, medical facilities, transport, drinking water and other
infrastructural development. The study explores the struggle for life
of people depending on the natural resource and agricultural activities.
Temporal analysis has been done using graphical and statistical methods
after collecting temporal data about climatic change and behavioural
change of river and its impact on people of the Char-land. Both qualitative
and quantitative techniques were applied during the study in order to
understand the views of the Char-land community on flood, social
crisis, resource accessibility, climatic uncertainty and their role to cope
with flood consequences. Questionnaire survey and group discussion
were also done among the community people. The results indicate that
some characteristics of the socio-cultural environment appear to
mitigate risk and reduce vulnerability. The role of government is very
important in order to figure out the basic problems of the Char-land
community and should issue focused policy practices among the Char-
land community for escaping them from threat of life.

Keywords: Char-land, Vulnerability, Flood, Struggle, Char-land
community, Statistical methods, Government, Management.
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IMPACT OF BRAHMAPUTRARIVER: ACASE STUDY
AMONG THE CHAR DWELLERS OF SIPAJHAR
DEVELOPMENT BLOCK DARRANG DISTRICT

Chitra Rani Barua
Research Scholar. Department of Geography , Gauhati University
chitraraninava/@gmail.com

ABSTRACT

The fabric of agricultural activities in India reflect the spectrum

of socio-economic variation of different socio-cultural groups. In
other words the agricultural scenario reflects the intense physical
heterogeneity across the socio-economic aspect. Agriculture is main
occupation of the majority of population of Sipajhar development
block of Darrang district. But this block is very prone to flood and
bank erosion because of its topographical and hydrological
characteristics. This area is characterized by frequent flooding of
laree magnitude, high frequency and extensive devastation. The river
Br;hmapuu‘a flowing in the s.out.hem pa}rt of the area create flood
year by year which plays a s:g1:11ﬁcant Imp‘ac-:t. upon the existing
fandform and also upon the agncultl_lral actn'fltles ofthe area. The
impact of river Brahmaput'ra on agriculture is a tremendous way.
T'he char dwellers of the Sipajhar dev§lopment blqck has adjust
themselves in different ways 1o cope with sgch bumjlng probler.ns.
[ oss of agricultural land and residential area is very big issue which
ey Sreat 1o the dwellers.

FHere an attempt has been made to focus the overall scenario
of impact of Brahmaputra river on agriculture among the Char
dwellers of Sipajhar development block.

Key words: Agriculture, Fabric, Brahmaputra, Flood, Erosion,
Dwellers.

National Seminar on River Culture & Tourism With Special Reforcnce 10 Brahamuptra // 46



RIVER CULTURE: THE INDISPENSABLE PART OF
FICTIONALLITERATURE OF ASSAM

Chittaranjan Nath
Assistant Prof., Department of English, ADP College, Nagaon
- ‘ chittanath@yahoo.com

ABSTRACT

Rivers happen to be an integral part of human civilization and hence it
always found a prominent place in literary representation. Mark Twain’s
Life on the Mississippi and Huckleberry Finn, Langston Hughes’ The
Negro Speaks of Rivers, TS Eliot’s The Dry Salvages from Four
" Quatrain, Manik Bandopadhyay’s Padma Nadir Majhi etc. are plentiful
examples of river literature just to establish the importance as well as
popularity of river culture representation in the world literature.
Assam and the North Eastern region is blessed by its geographical
+ diversity. The mighty river Brahmaputra and its tributaries have a great
influence on the demographic pattern and socio-cultural aspect of'this
region. Various rivers, big and small, of this area naturally have
tremendous impact as well as control over the people of this region.
As a matter of fact, many literary representations, from poetry to
narratives, are inspired by such river culture and the river as such also
acquires a special significance from literary perspective.

There are a number of Assamese fictions that reflect upon river culture
or at least have been written on the backdrop of a river that has become
an integral part of the narrative. Starting from Rajanikanta Bordoloi’s
Miri-Jiori to Nabakanta Baruah’s Kapiliparia Sadhu; from Nirupama
Borgohain’s Sei Nadi Nirabadhito Yeshe Dorjee Thongchi’s Xaba-;Kata
Manuh, the Assamese literary history has a rich heritage of such fictional
representation. Many of these novels have also been translated to English
as well as other regional languages. This paper will try to highlight.
upon the role played by a river in a fictional narrative and how far
Assamese novels are indebted to river culture.

Keywords: River literature, Assamese novel, English literature in
Translation.
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BRAHMAPUTRAAND ITS RISING POLLUTION: |
A CASE STUDY

DevajitSarmah
Assistant Professor,
NarangiAnchalikMahavidayalaya
Dept. of Mathematics

ABSTRACT

Assam is a blessed state when we consider it rich natural sources
of water in the form of numerous river. Brahmaputra is one of the
longest river of length 640km flowing through Assam where people
worship as gods and goddesses. But at present people are not
able to maintain the purity, cleanness as physical well-being.
Maximum people are careless and throw rubbish such as bottles
and plastic objects directly into the rivers.Dirty water containing
chemicals in put back in the river. Moreover increase in urban
population in also increasing the pollution in the rivers. Various
human pollution in the rivers. Various human activities such as bathing,
washing clothes, the bathing of animals and dumping of various
harmful industrial waste into the river is the main cause of pollution
in river Brahmaputra. Now a days water pollution is a major
environmental issue in Assam. These pollution create a major
problem in human health and the other living organisms. Polluted
river water have affected the liver of animals and birds and in the

groom of fish. In 2014, the Assam Pollution Control Board found
out that nearly 700 households in Guwahati alone had drainage
lines directly connected to the Brahmaputrariver. Oil pollution also
significantly polluted groundwater, which scups into nearby rivers.
In Assam, Brahmaputra in the primary victims of such
pollution.Instance of oil spills in the river have increased in the last
10 years.

Keywords : Pollution, river, harmful
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THE RIVER BRAHMAPUTRA AND TOURISM OF
ASSAM : ITS PROBLEMS AND PROSPECTS

Dhanmani Haloi
Assistant professor. Department of Economics.
Narangi Anchalik Mahavidyalaya
dhaloil992@gamil.com

ABSTRACT

The need of human beings to seek pleasure, leisure and a
variety of associated activities has resulted in the growth of tourism
as a major industry in modern times. The Ecotourism Society
develops the basic definitions of it as “responsible travel to natural
areas that conserves the environment and sustains the well being
of local people”. Tourism is a basic and most desirable human
activity deserving the praise and encouragement of all people in all
government. Its contribution to the world economy is second only
to that of oil. The state Assam is best known for its unique natural
beauty with flora and fauna, historic monuments, pilgrim centre, tea
gardens and colorful cultural festivals. The whole tourism
potentialities of the state can be grouped together under the
categories of — Wildlife, Nature Tourism, Tea Tourism, Eco Tourism,
Cultural Tourism and Adventure Tourism etc.

The Tourism is another attraction for tourists because one
of the world’s largest rivers, the Brahmaputra and many other
turbulent rivers of Assam offer immense opportunities for adventure
of tourism. Tourists can enjoy many exciting water sports like diving,
swimming, rafting as also the alluring and tantalizing sport of angling
and fishing. The present paper has been an attempt to highlight the
main problems and prospects of tourism in Assam.

Keywords: Ecotourism, floraand fauna, culture, Brahmaputra
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RIVER-COURSE CHANGING, DISPLACEMENT AND
INFRASTRUCTURE: A CASE STUDY AT DAKSHIN
NARAYANPUR REGION OF LAKHIMPUR DISTRICT,

ASSAM

Diganta Kumar Phukan
Asst. Professor in Sociology
Jorhat College(Amal.), Jorhat— 1, Assam

ABSTRACT

River-course changing may lead to the displacement of
people. In 1998, due to the course changing of the river Luit that
flows at the southern part of the Narayanpur Revenue Circle under
the Lakhimpur District of Assam a huge area was vanished withina
week that forced the inhabitants of the eroded area for displacement.
This study was conducted among those displaced people to
investigate the infrastructural elements and found that most ofthe
elements like in regards to agriculture, housings, sanitation, drinking
water, education, road and communication, electricity, medical
facility etc. are not adequate. All those less infrastructural facilities
impact on the multi-dimensional aspects of the people of those sites.

Keywords: River-course Changing, Displacement,
Infrastructure, Society
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URBAN FLASH FLOOD HAZARD, RISK AND
VULNERABILITY-
A CASE STUDY OF SIVASAGARTOWN

Dipsikha Sharma', Barsha Changmai?
12Student ,Centre for Studies In Geography , Dibrugarh

University, Dibrugarh, Assam
dipsikhashrm94(@gmail.com , cbarsha77@gmail.com
ABSTRACT

Flash flood is one of the most recurrent hydro-metrological disasters

- presently in the urban areas. The main concern of the study area is to identify the
. flash flood Risk zone and vulnerability of the Sivasagar Municipality areas. The
- vulnerability assessment implies a quantitative evaluation of the individual
. vulnerability component such as elements at risk, their physical exposure and

social characteristics. Current approaches in vulnerability research are driven
by adivide between social scientists who tend to view vulnerability as representing
aset of socio-economic factor and scientists who view vulnerability in terms of
the degree of loss to an element at risk. With respect to social vulnerability, an
assessment was undertaken by the means of empirical data collection based on
the household- survey. Urbanization is the main cause of occurring flash flood.
Rapidly urban population growth, rural urban migration, transformation of land

. use pattern is the basis for leading the flash flood. This study integrates land use

land cover (LULC), population, elevation of the study area along with garbage
generation for the identification and estimation of major Risk zones with the
application GIS technique. The Anderson level 1 classification technique has
been employed for the preparation of vector base LULC of the urban area. The
study has been conducted in the Sivasagar town covering a total geographical

. areaof 7.95 sq km with total population of 50,781. The town is the headquarter of
~ Sivsager district located in the south bank of Brahmaputra river in upper Assam.
" The potential urban flash flood areas of the town has been identified using a

simple ranking method in the form of three to five classes or categories
representing a ranges from high to low Risk zone and estimated potential impact

* over population and land use.
- Key words-Risk zone, Hazard, Vulnerability, Built up, Garbage, Slope.

[
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THE MIGHTY RIVER TEESTA OF SIKKIM: A
DISCOURSE ON HYDROELECTRIC DAMS
DEVELOPMENT & ITS SOCIO-CULTURAL-

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT f

Dr.Ajay Chhetri ?‘

(Dean of Students Affair & Assistant Professor, Department
of Geography, Sikkim Government College, Tadong-

renamed as Nar Bahadur Bhandari Degree College, Tadong |

Gangtok East Sikkim.) |.§

ABSTRACT

Sikkim Himalayan Region home to Nepali-Bhutia-Lepcha !
communities, is blessed with breath taking Mountains; lush green |
forest covers, sacred rivers which makes it a unique and diverse '
biological region. With its rich Socio-Cultural values, Sikkimisa |
small but beautiful, world’s only “Organic State of India”. Witha
northern latitudinal extension of 27° 00° 46" and 28°07° 48" and .
eastern longitudinal extension of88° 00 58" and 88° 55° 25", Sikkim ;
having almost 82.31 percentage of forest cover area i.e. 5,841
square-kilometre (Sq.Km.) of total recorded forest cover areaout ;
of a total area of 7,096 Sq.Km. compared to the 23.41 percentage ,
recorded forest cover at the National level, standing on the top of
the list among the highest forest cover States of India.

In the quest of rapid development and global race for
industrialization, India over the past decades has developed a thirst
for electric energy, to support and sustain its industrial growth for
development. At this juncture Hydroelectricity has been seenasa
green alternative to many conventional sources of energy, dueto
carbon emission /carbon footprints. Hence the modern India is
diverting the focus towards the mighty rivers of the Young folded
Himalayan region from North to far North-Eastern India. These
Hydro-electric power generation projects involve huge capital
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investment and long time period for functioning of the project,
however the fact is that this source of energy is clean. Green and
renewable source.of energy, which is directly linked to sustainable
and green energy concept.

The Mighty River Teesta trembling from the gemu glaciers
of young folded Himalayas of Mount Kanchenjunga Range of Sikkim
and its tributaries has been looked upon as a source of such green
energy and has been slated for nearly 25 projects, in an aim to
harness around more than 5000 megawatts (MW) of
Hydroelectricity from the tiny state of Sikkim. Lots of research has
to be done on the cumulative impact of a series of smaller dams on
riverine ecosystem. In a hope that Sikkim can become an energy-
independent and sustainable state of India, the state government as
well as some of the stakeholders has backed these projects for the
development of state in particular and nation as a whole. The present
case-study is a sincere attempt to study and explore the Socio-
Cultural impact of such immense damsdevelopment due to influx of
workers/hydroelectric power developers as well as the consequent
re-settlement of large percentage of the local population and also
to understand the environmental impact at micro to macro level on
India’s most Green and only Organic state of Sikkim along the

~ confluence of Teesta basin.

Keywords: Teesta, Sikkim, development, green energy,
sustainability.
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BIO-DIVERSITY AND ECOSYSTEM SERVICES IN |

THE BRAHMAPUTRA RIVER BASIN AND ITS .

IMPACT ON RIVER TOURISM: A GEOGRAPHICAL |
PERSPECTIVE |

Dr. Anjan Kumar Talukdar :
Asst. Prof,, Depit. of Geography. Narangi Anchalik Mahavidyalaya;

ABSTRACT

The Brahmaputra river basin had led Assam valley to sustain lts»f
world Heritage sites and Biodiversity, hot-spots and has been aptly.
coined as the ‘Life line of Assam’. The rich natural scenic beauty,
exotic flora and fauna of the Brahmaputra river of Assam has a
number of national parks, wildlife sanctuaries and nature based !
riverine tourists spots is located in the both the bank of the major
tributaries of the Brahmaputra river, some of the important river
tourism spot found in the Manas, Jia Bharali, Eohit etc. are the
famous few tourists spots is located in the middle parts of the river
. The most of the riverine tourists spots visited frequently people
from abroad are the Nameri National Park, Manas National Park,
Dibru- Saikhowa National Parks, Kaziranga-National Park, etc,
are worth mentioning . Tourist attracted from different parts of the
world has been visited continuously which enriched the foreign
exchanges along with others. The river rafting, fishing activities are
the important along with animal safari. But the continuous depletion
of ecosystem loss degradation of forests, environmental changes
along with degradation of species bio-diversity , etc. inthe riverine
spots lead to substantial adverse impacts particularly the tourists
potential area. The methodology and data base is related to
secondary sources of information which compared with the field
observation; an analytical method has been adopted for the paper.
Keywords: Biodiversity, riverine tourism , Eco-tourism,
environmental depletion , hot —spots .
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RURAL TOURISM: A SUSTAINABLE TOOL FOR
RURAL DEVELOPMENT

Dr.Devajit Boruah
PGT,Geography, Golaghat, Assan, India
boruah.devajitS@gmail.com

ABSTRACT

Tourism has been an important human activity since time
immemorial. The tourism as a source of economy has gradually
been gaining prominence worldwide and now is one of the world’s
most rapidly growing industries. Tourism emerges as a global
phenomenon in the 1960s and the potential for tourism to generate
economic development was widely promoted by national
government.

Rural tourism is that kind of tourism which takes place in the
countryside. Lane (1994) attempts to clarify the concept and says
that rural tourism is a tourism located in the rural areas i.e., the
areas which are rural in scale, character and function reflecting the
unique patterns of the rural environment, economy, history and
location. In that sense, rural tourism is a tool which can increase the
capacity of rural communities to control their rural milieu ina more
gainful way.

The destination of the rural tourism covers a wider area
dominated by the natural environments where specific natural,
economic and socio-cultural features, such as tradition, local co-
operation, trust and reciprocity are harmoniously embedded and
as such create a unique tourist product that is predominantly small-
scale, nature-friendly, ethno-cultured and in other words sustainable.

The scope of rural tourism at the national level is really high
as 70 per cent of India’s population lives over seven million of its

villages. These villages are unique in the sense that they still preserve

the traditional heritage not found elsewhere in the world. As far as
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the state of Assam is concerned, the scenario is still discouraging in
spite of its huge potentials in the field of rural tourism. Assamisa
state of India which is the pioneer in respect of tourism among North

Eastern states. The state is endowed with many basic resources,
unique natural beauty, different species of wild-life, religious places,
historical sites, attractive rural cultural heritage and hospitable rural .
people for which the state can rightly be designated as paradise
state.

Rural tourism is related with small-scale tourist activities of
family or co-operative type, which are developed in the rural region .
by people who are occupied in agriculture. Its basic aim is to provide
the farms with alternative solution for their occupation and also
improve their income and their life quality.

Key Words: Tourism, Rural, Rural environment, development,
Sustainable
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TEMPORAL-VARIATION AND WORK ENGAGEMENT
OF THE SAND MINING WORKERS: A CASE STUDY
ON KULSHI RIVER BASIN, KAMRUP, ASSAM

Dr. Dhrubajyoti Rajbangshi', Mr. Manab Pratim Medhi’

! Assistant Professor, Dept. of Geography
2Dept. of Environmenat Studies
.2Guwahati College, Guwahati, Assam.

ABSTRACT

One of the main primary activity related to river is sand mining,
The increasing demand of sand for construction activities has enforced
people to shift from manual to mechanical sand mining. The
implementation of technology is so potent that it may cause economic
imbalance in the livelihood of sand mining workers of different places.
Here, an attempt has been made to evaluate the livelihood of the sand
mining workers along with iheir other economic activities with special
reference to Kulshi River Basin of Kamrup district of Assam. Both
locational and physiographic setting of the river is considered to be the
main reason for carrying a huge amount of silt and the people inhabited
in the river basin are associated with sand mining to fulfill the ever
increasing demand of sand to nearby places and to the Guwahati City.

" There are eight numbers of sand quarries along the river course of
about 40 kms. Among those Loharghat, Kukurmara and Amtola are
the main under the department of Minor Mineral Mining, Government
of Assam. The total population is approximately fifty thousand in twenty
villages of the study area, out of which more than 70% population 1s
directly and indirectly related to sand mining. This activity plays a
significant role in the economic condition of the people. The study. 1S
mainly focusing to analyse the temporal variation of economic activity
of sand mining workers for better livelihood. Industrial growth in the
nearby regions also influencing some people and they are engaged in
secondary and tertiary activities. The economic condition of the people
is mainly controlled by the sand mining activity which needs to be
study for the future of the people involved.

Keywords: Sand mining, livelihood, temporal variation, primary activity.
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RELIGIOUS PLACES, MIGHTY BRAHMAPUTRAAND
TOURISM: SPECIAL REFERENCE TO f
“UMATUMUNI” AND “UMANANDA”

Dr. Karabi Goswami
Assistant Professor, Department of Philosophy

dr.karabigoswami@yahoo.in
ABSTRACT

Assam is a land of natural beauty. It has many tourist gems -
which are not well known among general people. “Umatumuni” and
“Umananda”, are the two beautiful islands located on the bank of mighty
Brahmaputra. Towards the south of Biswanath' Chariali town, there is .
Biswanath Ghat, which is popularly called as “Gupta Kashi” of India. It
is also known as island of “Umatumuni”. “Umatumuni” an
archaeologically famous place of Biswanath Ghat, though a religious
place, makes for a perfect tourist destination. This island is a tourist
spot as it houses a tourist lodge and also some remnants of an old temple,
The “Umananda” is the smallest river island in the midst of river:
Brahmaputra flowing through the city of Guwahati. The British named :
the island as “Peacock Island” for its structure. This is also known as -
world’s smallest habited river Island. It is a place where man and the |
wilderness: co-habit in peace and serenity. The major attraction of the -
island is “Umananda Devi Temple” which is dedicated to “Lord Shiv”,
The present paper is based on the secondary data collected from the
secondary source i.e. published literature of the subject concern.
Moreover, descriptive survey method is also used, as regarding the issue,
opinions of different personalities who are associated with the subject
concerned through interview method. The study revels that the best time
to visit both the places is winter season, especially from October till
May. The water level of Brahmaputra recedes with the coming of the
winter and gives way to lush golden riverine sand beaches for tourist to
explore. Both the places have a historical background and religious
significance and are the centre of attraction for tourist. And hence provide
ample possibilities for tourism development.
Key Words: Biswanath Ghat, Umatumuni, Umananda, Brahmaputra, Tourism.
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DEVELOPING RIVER TOURISM ON BHARALU THE
TRIBUTARY OF BRAHMAPUTRA : CHALLENGES
AND OPPORTUNITIES

Dr.Lakhimi Gogoi', Debajani Boruah®
Assistant Professor
Department of Geography, Narangi Anchalik Mahavidyalaya,
Narengi, Guwahai, Assam, India '

ABSTRACT

Tourism is considered as an important industry in 21st
century. It has vast scope of income generation and employment.
Rivers constitute a major tourism resource providing spectacular
settings, recreation facilities, a means of transport, a sense of heritage
and adventure and links with the environment and natural world.
River tourism accounts for a significant proportion of the world’s
tourism consumption, with lots of activities. Bharalu the tributary of
Brahmaputra river flowing in the capital city of Guwahati has also
potentiality to develop as a river tourism industry. Due to the lack
of awareness of city dweller, the river is now consider as a polluted
river of the country . The aim of this paper is to find out the present
scenario of River Bharalo in terms of development of river tourism.
The paper is also find out the causes of contamination of water for
which loss the biodiversity . To fulfill the objectives,, the methodology
adopted in this paper is collection of data in primary and secondary
and test the water quality. Cartographic methods are applied to
find out the result explicitly. The study reveal that throwing of garbage
is mainly responsible for the pollution of the Bharalu river for which
all aquatic biodiversity has been diminished.

Keywords: River tourism, Biodiversity, Guwahati, Bharalu River,
Environmental degradation.

National Seminar on River Culture & Tourism With Special Reference to Brahamuptra // 59




POTENTIALITY OF RIVER TOURISM ON THE BANK
OF RIVER BRAHMAPUTRA

: Dr. Purushottam Bhandari
HoD & Associate Professor, Department of Economic¢s,Jagiroad
College, Jagiroad. ‘ )

ABSTRACT

The Brahmaputra river is very important destinationto .
promote river tourism in Assam. It occupies a vast tract of alluvial
land which extends for 730 km.from the eastern most trip of Upper -
Assam to the west of Dhubri. The general slope is narrow inthe
east and gradually expanding towards west to a maximum of 80
km. The Brahmaputra Valley comprises of Upper Brahmaputra
Valley and the Lower Brahmaputra Valley. The Upper Brahmaputra
Valley lies in the north-east and south-east between foothills of
Himalayas and Patkai ranges. Some of the important towns like
Jorhat, Sibsagar, Dibrugarh, Tinsukia, Dhemaji and Lakhimpurare
formed by the alluvial deposits of Brahmaputra river. The Lower
Brahmaputra Valley mainly comprises districts of Goalpara ,Kamrup,
Nalbari, Darrang and Nagaon are almost plain except few isolated
hills which represents outlying portion of the Meghalaya .

The important tourist destinations on the bank of
Brahmaputra river are Sadia,Dibru-Saikhowa National Park,
Dibrugarh town, Majuli Island, Gangmouthan, Biswanath
Ghat,Kaziranga National Park,Silghat, Orang(Rajiv
Gandhi)National Park,Nameri National Park, Bhalukpung, Tezpur
town, Bura Chapari Wildlife Sanctuary, Singari, Guwabhati City,
Pancharatma,Gurudwara Sri Guru Teg Bahadur Sahibij, Chakrasila
wildlife sanctuary etc. The river bank of Brahmaputra is suitable to
promote water sports like river angling, boating, canoeing, para

sailing, swimming and diving, water rafting, wind surfing etc.
Study Area: The area chosen for the present study is river tourism
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with special reference to Brahmaputra. The river Brahmaputra is
the life line to the people of Assam.In the past Brahmapulra civilization
existed on the bank of river Brahmaputra.

Objectives of the Study: The objectives of the study are:

(i) To investigate the present status of river tourism in Brahmaputra
river.

(ii) To examine the scope and future prospects of river tourism in
Assam.

Methodology: The study is based mainly on secondary data. The
secondary data will be collected from various published and
unpublished documents, relevant books and journals, newspapers,
magazines, electronic media. the Directorate of Tourism-
Government of Assam, Ministry of Tourism and Culture -
Government of India.

Keywords: River Brahmaputra, river angling, boating, water rafting
»wind surfing and swimming,
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FLOW OF COMMUTERS TO GUWAHATI CITY FROM
SURROUNDING SMALLTOWNS - A CASE STUDY

Dr. Rinku Manta _
Research Assistant , Town &Country Planning, North
Lakhimpur, Assam
E mail: rinku_manta@yahoo.com

ABSTRACT

Urbanisation and development are interlinked. Urban

centres, big or small affect their surrounding areas. The small towns
are mostly intimately integrated with rural areas and provide services
and commodities. What is not so commonly understood is the fact
that the city and the countryside are mutually interdependent and
this relationship covers a wide range of physical, social, and
economic interactions. The paper attempts to assess the interactions
between the Guwahati city and surrounding small towns based on
human flow and the factors behind the flow. ’

In order to achieve the study’s objectives, secondary
sources are Census data, Statistical Handbook of Assam, Master
plan and City Development Plan. For human flow, the plying of
government and private vehicles from the sample towns has been
considered. The study depicts that interaction decreases with
increase in distance from Guwahati city, revealing the interaction
lapse rate. The flow of commuters from the small town is more to
the next bigger town if the infrastructural status of the town is high.

Keywords: interaction, interdependent, urbanisation, surrounding,
infrastructural, commuters
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ADAPTATION WITH CLIMATIC DISASTERS: ACASE
STUDY IN THE CHAR AREAS OF SIPAJHAR
DEVELOPMENT BLOCK OF DARRANG DISTRICT,

ASSAM.

Dr. Sikha Rani Nath
* Assistant teacher ,Mangoldoi.

ABSTRACT

Climatic disasters like floods, bank erosion, river migration
etc. plays tremendous pressure on the char dwellers of Sipajhar
Development Block of Darrang district. The char areas lies in the
extreme south of Sipajhar Development Block, built under flood
environment which is the integral part of the fluvial regime of the
mighty River Brahmaputra and its tributaries like Nonei, Barnadi
and Saktola. The Char dwellers in the study area are extreme poor,
highly vulnerable to various climatic disasters due to its topographical
and hydrological characteristics. As every year flood occurs in the
char areas the socioeconomic and cultural aspect of the char dwellers
is greatly influenced by the natural disaster, The main objective of the
research is to identify the perception of the char dwellers regarding
their livelihood option and their capacity to cope with climate change
and also to prioritize the adaptation option to minimise their
vulnerability. Extensive field study is carried out to find out the ground
reality and also to achieve the desired objectives of the study. A
pretested questionnaire was incorporated to interview the respondent
to find out the perception of the char dwellers about the climatic
disaster and their chosen adaptation alternatives. It is found that the
char dwellers adapt alternative crop pattern and select occupation
with season to overcome the natural disaster and their socio cultural
differences have a strong influence upon disaster response.
Keywords: climatic disaster, topographical, flood environment,
adaptation
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RIVER AND HERITAGE: SPECIAL REFERENCE TO J |
' RIVER BRAHMAPUTRA 3!

Gargi Deka Cl
M.A. in Sociology, Tezpur University, NET Qualified.

ABSTRACT

River is not only the fountain of water but also the source of |
living and irrigation to its nearby people, the controller of their culture |
and the living heritage of the state of Assam. From a memorable |
time it consists loads of good memories of the state Pragjyotishpur
(the past name of Kamrup) to the protector of the cultural heritage |
like folksong, food and fiesta, attire, agricultural equipments and so |
on. But again the intense drift of the river water during the monsoon |
cause a great harm to the people especially to the districts of | ;
Lakhimpur, Dhemaji, Majuli and to the rest of the state. Here ] am I
going to discuss in brief about the mighty river Brahmaputra and its ;
significance to the society and culture of Assam.

Brahmaputra is the transboundary river flows through |
People’s Republic of China, India and Bangladesh and also by the | J

china occupied Tibbet. It is the ninth largest and 15" longestriverin |
the world. ﬁ.

The river plays aimportant role in the plumping and farming II
system vastly of the brahmaputra valley. There is no single place left. |
in the state where the tributaries of brahmaputra and river Barak /
have not flaunted of their blue current of water. That is why Assam -
named as land of river. "

The first exciting scenery for a children in our time entering -
to the city of Guwahati was the gateway of Saraighat bridge and
the vast brahmaputrariver. The story that it is the son of lord Brahma,
flowing here as the result of the refutation of the curse of rishi
Parashuram had always fascinated us as children. The five major
bridges connecting the state at the major points, cut down the long
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distance of communication. Some of the environmentalist had raised
the question of this development in contrast to sustainability and the
latest Dhola- Sadiya bridge is the cause of erosion in the vulnerable
area. Moving on to the trending topic of digging the base of the
river shut up the aggressive interference of China. Due to its bordering
character, it has been always being the political issue between the
three countries. ‘

The heritage of the river lies in the fact that though the entire
valley consists different groups and community but at the time of
representation it always define as one union. People believed it as
the male river in India, the biggest river island Majuli andthe smallest
one of Umananda are situating in its core. Living bemgs and
properties are had ruined because of the tranquil flood every year,
despite of this they didn’t complain about baba brahmaputra and
its destruction. The inhabitants living in the banks are the aborigins
of Assam including- Mishing, Boro, Kachari and so on. Our food
habit and diet also influenced by the river that we are fond of fishes.
Earlier people can see the river dolphins to a large extent, now it
include in the list of rare species. There are many heritage Ghats,such

-as'—Kachari, Xilghat, GaneshGhat, Biswanath Ghat etrc.

The debate went on organizing the event of Namami
Brahmaputra festival, as is it necessary to expand a huge amount in
the name of puja rather than to invest it in the cure of flood problem
in Assam, or is it a part of saffronizing the state politics. Despite this

hodgepodge the common people enjoyed it a lot and pay tribute to

the vastness and presence of the mighty one. The river bemg immortal
by the songs of Dr. Bhupen Hazarika.

Keywords: Digging, erosion, flood, bihugeet, transboundary.
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RIVERAND HUMAN CIVILIZATION

Gobinda Brahma, Champak Deuri
(Selection Grade Professors)
Deptt. of Education, M.C. College, Barpeta

ABSTRACT

The paper is an attempt to study river as the naturs

phenomena which is closely associated with the human civilization
The greatriver valley civilizations were yellow river of china, indu
river of India , nile river of Egypt, Tigris and Euphrates river df
Mesopotamia etc. and all these civilizations were developed nea
by the rivers. The agriculture, fishing, communications, boating
firewood, hydro-electronic projects etc. all are related to the rivers
We see that around 78% of world's people are living on agriculture
Today, different communities of the world people are living on fishing
as the greatest professions of their life. Thus Rice-fish culture i
developing in our fish farming business. The great hydro-electric
projects of Assam like KArbi Langpi Project, Kopili project,
Pagladia and Subansiri project etc. all are developed on
Brahamaputra river. The great Ganga river which has been
considered a holy river by Hindus and worshiped as the Goddess
Ganga in Hinduism. Therefore since ancient period to modern time
all the rivers of the world are closely associated with the socio-
economic life of humea being.

Kewords: River, Development, Life, Business, world, project.
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RIVER BANK EROSION MANAGEMENT AND ITS
IMPACT ON THE LIVELIHOOD: A CASE STUDY OF
KAPILI RIVER GARUKHUNDA GAON PANCHAYAT

AREA..

Hanse Bikeson
bikeson@rediffmail.com-

ABSTRACT

River bank erosion seasonally impact on the livelihood of
the people in different parts of the world in various way and it change
scenic landséape of a particular area or a place. In this way erosion
can be manage through a various scientific and traditional way. Hence,
directly or indirectly the impact of river bank erosion is short term
like, loss of home, agriculture land and infrastructure etc. Therefore,
this paper would like to‘highlight the impact of river bank erosion
on livelihood of a Garukhunda gaon panchayat area and its
management. However, the data have been collected from the
primary and secondary sources and methodology of the research
study is descriptive and explanatory research.

Keywords: River, Bank erosion impact, Livelihood ,Management.
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RIVER IN INDIAN LYRICS -ASSOCIATION OF
MYTHS AND LEGENDS

Hari Narayan Deka
Asstt. Professor of English, Charaibahj College

ABSTRACT

Indian poetry especially the popular lyrics or songs havi
nce of river associations. River, in many lyrics are foun
having its emotional and socio-economic relations, and having larg
impact on valley life and culture. Indian big rivers like Brahmaputra,
Ganga. Jamuna, Saraswati, Krishna, Kaberi, Narmada, Godavarj
and other tributaries are largely and extensively used by poetsand !
lyricists either as a subject matter, or symbol, or source of inspiration, 1
or means of livelihood. River, in them, is often the main concem for
the joys and sorrows of people. Besides, many Indian rivers have
mythical and legendary significances which is also reflected inthe
lyrics. The present study tries to see how some popular songsand |
lyrics of India have deep associations with rivers flowing across the
country. The study also tries to focus on the popular myths and '_5
legends associated with them. |

abunda

Keywords : River. lyric, India, myth, legends.
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RIVER POLITICS AND ECONOMICS

Harihar Deka
Asst. Professor; Dept. of Pol. Science M. C. College, Barpeta .
harihardeka67(@gmail.com

ABSTRACT

The river politics or water politics has its growing importance
both in national and international arena. It is the politics which is very
often affected by the scarcity of water and water resources. Sometimes,
river politics is also termed as hydro-politics which is defined as the
systematic study of conflict and cooperation between states over water
resources. Water has become a strategic natural resource which has
of late turned out to be the prime bone of contention among the states.
In view of the growing importance of water, some writers tend to
comment that water will become ‘the oil ’in the days ahead. The UN
World Water Development Report (WWDR, 2003) says that today 40%
of the world’s inhabitants have insufficient fresh water for minimum
hygiene. In the next 20 years, the quality of water available to everyone
is feared to decrease by 30%. Many of the wars of the 20™ century
were about oil, but wars in the 21% will be over water.

River politics aims at finding out a common strategy for the states
in respect of water sharing. It is feared that more than half of the
nations in the world will face fresh water shortage by 2025. Therefore,
river politics, of late, has occupied the vital place of discussion between
Bangladesh and India over the river the Ganges, between India and
Pakistan over Indus and Chenab and so on. The countries that have
large supply of water have greater dominance in world economic
scenario. Hence, water is the most essential resource in the global
market for economic development. -

This paper follows the comparative analytical method and it depends
on the secondary data only collected from journals, magazines,
periodicals, newspapers and internet sources.

This paper is an attempt to deal with the ongoing politics concerning
river-water and the issues of economic development thereof.
Keywords: Development, politics, policies, river, water .
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CONTRIBUTION OF BRAHMAPUTRA TO THE
PEOPLE OF THE VALLEY

Homeswar Kalita
Assistant Professor. Narangi Anchalik Mahavidyalaya
Narangi. Guwahati-171

ABSTRACT
The mighty Brahmaputra is flowing almost in the middle of‘g
the state of Assam. [tisa trans-boundary river which flows through,
three different countries China, India and Bangladesh. The SQUICG'!f;
ofthe river is in Manasarovarlake Region located on the northem
side of' the Himalaya, F lowing through different countries it merges:
with Padma, the popular name of river Ganga in Bangladeshand '
ultimately emptying into the Bay of Bengal. S
The great Brahmaputra val ley was formed due to deposition|
ofalluvium by Brahmaputra and its tributaries. From ancienttime
most of the population of Assam were concentrated in the
Brahmaputra valley due to fertile soil and other facilities provided
by the river., Brahmaputraisa navigable river and from ancient time
it has been used for transporting goods and peoples from one place
to another. In ancient time Rivers waterwere also used for drinking
and other household necessities. In every year during summer season
river banks are flooded with rich humus content which was deposited
in the agricultural fields and lands become very fertile. It also created
several natural levees which were used for settlement. The several
t'fshing COmmunities living in this valley are directly dependenton
FIVErs and beels created by rivers. The rivers are the main source of
ﬁshlng and it also helps in the distribution of fish population in the
FCgIon. At present time several irrigation projects have been
constructed to provide irrigation facilities during dry season. All these
irrigation projects are constructed on the perennial rivers of Assam,
This valley is also famous for biodiversity. The one horn Rhino which
is found only in this region is the main tourist attraction of the valley,
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The great social-religious reformer of Assam Srimanta Sankardev
also usesthis river for his religious movement. He used the natural -
levees or highlands located near rivers to develop institutional centres
called Satras associated with Ekasarana Namdharma. The great
singer of Assam Dr. Bhupen Hazorika also wrote and sung several
songs based on Brahmaputra where he highlighted the importance
of Brahmaputra to the people of Assam.

Rivers are the lifeline of Assam which is helping the people
in fulfilling their requirements in every step of their day to day life.It
is believed that the paper will help to know how these rivers helping
the people not only in agricultural development but also fulfilling
other needs as well as cultural and religious development of the
valley. It is also expected that people will understand the importance
of the rivers and will take positive steps to control the river pollution.

Key words: Trans Boundary, Alluvium, Navigable, Settlement,
Biodiversity, Perennial, Satras.
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RIVER TOURISM: RESOURCES AND E
POTENTIALITIES IN MAYONG AND POBITORA OF
MORIGAON, ASSAM :A GEOGRAPHICALSTUDY

Humen Chiring, Bhashyajyoti Talukdar ,Ritu Barman
Department of Geography,K.H.SaikiaCollege,Guwahati
bhashya33@gmail.com S

ABSTRACT

Tourism is smokeless and ecofriendly industries which involve the
movement of people. World tourism organization (WTO) 2002 defines tourism
as “The activities of persons traveling to and staying in places outside theis
usual environment for not more than one consecutive year for leisure, business
and other purposes not related to the exercise of an activity remunerated
from within the place visited . The dynamic nature of concept tourism changes
with the development of technology and industry sector to reflect the
upgrading real situation.

River tourism is related to the ancient matrix of human civilization;
River with its natural beauty always attracts people and gives happiness;
joy,colorful dreams of life: It gives the opportunity of communication with
other masses, acting, and economic growth of people. Attributes like
archaeological remains, good river transportation, up-coming new attractions
have immense potentialities in the growth and development of river tourism,

With its unique natural setting Mayongand Pobitora offered every
prospect to be developed as river tourism site in the west bank of the:
Brahmaputra river nearKajolimukh. Kasoshila hillock which is a meeting point
of Kopili,Pokoria and Brahmaputra river.

Mayong is known for its famous black magic since past,
Archaeological remains like rock cut image of Lord Ganesh, terracotta, junipith,
etc attract tourists. The eco-tourism and eco-restoration development park is:
the new addition to the development of river tourism. There is also a possibility
of growingwater tourist attraction pointon Brahmaputrabetween Mayongand

Mongoldoi where country boats plying only. Pobitora Wildlife
Sanctuary plays an important role in Mayong tourism. The sanctuary is very
rich from biodiversity point of view. The paper attempts to study the river
tourism potentiality where help of primary and secondary source of data will

be taken.

Keywords: River tourism, Archaeological remains, eco-friendly,wildlife.
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HERITAGE OF RIVER BRAHMAPUTRAAND ITS
IMPACT ON THE SOCIO-ECONOMIC LIFE OF THE
PEOPLE OF ASSAM

Jahnobi Saikia
Department of History
Assistant Professor (Guest)
Narangi Anchalik Mahavidyalaya

ABSTRACT

The Brahmaputra is one of the major rivers of Asia, which flows through
China, India and Bangladesh. With its origin in the Manasarovar Lake located on
the northern side of the Himalayas, it flows acioss southern Tibet to break
through the Himalayas in great gorges and into Arunachal Pradesh. It flows
south-west through the Assam Valley as Brahmaputra and south through
Bangladesh as Jamuna(this is not the Yamuna river). In the vast Ganges Delta it
merges with the Padma and finally the Meghna before emptying into the Bay of
Bengal, ‘ ,

There are some Mythological stories associated with the origin of river
Bralimaputra. It isknown as Son of Lord Brahma. It is believed that in mythological
times, Amogha wife of Sage Shantanu had a child by Brahma the creator of the
Universe. The child took the form of water. Shantanu placed the child right in the
middle of the four great mountains —Kailash, Gandhamadana, Jarudhi and
Sambwartakka. There is also another story that; when Parashurama, an
incarnation of Lord Vishnu, had killed his mother because of his father’s order,
the axe he used got stuck in his hand. Then his father advised him to visit holy
places. When Parashurama reached Brahmakunda, he axed down one side of
the mountain and released the water, which came to be known as Brahmaputra.

The river Brahmaputra has important impact on the socio-economic
life of the people of Assam. Brahmaputra with a network of 33 tributaries has
predominantly been influencing and shaping the livelihood, infrastructural and
institutional arrangements of Assamese society. It helps in cultivation by way of
irrigation, act as a means of transport and many people are eamning their livelihood
and dependent directly and indirectly on this river. The Brahmaputra also plays
an important role in promoting tourism in the state of Assam.

Key words: Brahmaputra, Mythological, livelihood.
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ROLE AND IMPORTANCE OF ENVIRONMENTAL
LAWS IN PROMOTING RIVER TOURISM IN ASSAM

Jahnavi Bhandari
B.A.,LL.B. 9" Semester
Gauhati University Law College.

ABSTRACT

Environment problem is a global as well as national issue. Itisan
international issue in the context of marine pollution, nuclear ha.zards,
climate change, ozone depletion and global warming. National issues
related to environmentare noise pollution, deforestation, air pollution,
water pollution, plastic pollution, soil pollution, solid waste polll.m'on
etc. To check the problem of environment pollution, both international
and national laws are there to protect the natural environment.
According to Rodgers environmental law means “the law of planetary
house —keeping , protecting the planet and its people from activities
that upset the earth and its life —sustaining capacities.”

Some of the environmental Acts passed by the Government of
India to protect the environment are: (i)The Wildlife (Protection) Act,
1972; (ii)The Water (Prevention and Control of Pollution) Act, 1974;
(iii) Air Pollution and Control Act, 1981; (v) Forest (Conservation),Act,
1980; (v)The Environment Protection Act, 1986 etc.

In this paper, an attempt has been made to study the role and
importance of environmental laws in promoting river tourism in Assam.

The objectives of the study are to study the role of environmental
laws in promoting river tourism in Assam and examine the need of
passing new laws to protect the environment of river tourism. The
study is based on secondary data and information. The secondary
data will be collected from environment books, newspapers, journals

and internet.
Keywords: Air Pollution, Water Pollution, Plastic Pollution,
[Environmental Laws and River Tourism.
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CHANGING PATTERN OF LIVELIHOOD IN FLOOD
AFFECTED AREAS OF BRAHMAPUTRA VALLEY

Jayanta Barooah.
Assistant Professor , Department of Economics
Narangi Anchalik Mahavidyalaya

ABSTRACT

Livelihood is a means of supporting one’s existence
financially or vocationally. It encompasses people’s capabilities,
assets, income and activities required to secure the necessities of
life. Livelihood options or assets of livelihood are vulnerable to
climate change such as flood, draught etc. Developing countries
are more vulnerable to natural hazard like flood. One of the most
flood prone areas in India is Brahmaputra basins. The state of
Assam comprises of two valleys namely Brahmaputra and Barak
valley. Flood, bank erosion and drainage congestion are major
problems faced by the state during monsoon season. The adverse
effects of flood results in severe losses of property , livelihood assets
and human being. Livelihood options in flood affected areas of Assam
include agriculture, animal husbandry, seri culture, horticulture and
so on. Agriculture and allied activities play an important role providing
livelihood to a significant proportion in the state. However, sand
deposition and other adverse effects of recurring flood make most
fertile land into barren land. A large number of people are compelled
to shift from agricultural activities to other activities . This paper
attempts to study various livelihood options and how flood affects
livelihood pattern in different flood affected areas of Brahmaputra
valley. '

Key words : Livelihoods, Floods, Agriculture, Adverse effects,
Brahmaputra etcs
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IMPORTANCE OF RIVER BRAHMAPUTRAINTHE
HISTORY OFASSAM:WITH SPECIAL REFERENCE
TO BRITISH RULE

Jonali Talukdar
Assistant professor,Deptt. Of History
Email:jonalitalukdar1971gmai.com

ABSTRACT

When we go through the pages of the History of Civilization
we found River playeda very special role creating human history -
with far reaching Socio-economic -cultural and political development -
. There were the great examples of early river civilizations includes
the Indus valley civilization, Ancient Egypt ( on the Nile ),
Mesopotamia (along the Tigris and Euphrates Rivers ) and Chinese
Civilization along the yellow River . Like that way the mighty river
Brahmaputra plays a very special role in creating history of
Civilization with the attraction of

foreigners. As a result civilization flourished in it’s valley.
From the very ancient time many dynasties i.e. Danavas , Barmans
, Salastambhas , Palas, Ahoms , koches established themselves

and lastly British entered Assam with a special attraction of the
River Brahmaputra and it’s probable growth of trade and commerce
. As British rule’s main intention was the economic exploitationand
river Brahmaputra was the main source of attraction and that British
politics transformed the economic history of Assam .
Keywords: Brahmaputra , Civilization , British rule , Economic
growth .
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BRAHMAPUTRA RIVER BANK EROSION AND ITS
IMPACT ON THE LIFE OF RIVERINE PEOPLE OF
PALASHBARI REVENUE CIRCLE , KAMRUP, ASSAM

Jitu Rajbongshi
Assistant Professor of Geography, JN College Boko Kamrup
Assam.jrajbongshi79@gmail.com.

ABSTRACT

River Brahmaputra is the lifeline of Assamese people, an
integral part of Assamese culture, folks, civilization, Agriculture,
Transportation, means of occupation and livelihood, recreation and
overall gift and Sorrow for Assamese people. Though it significantly
uplift the Assamese culture and Society but it becomes hazard and
disaster year after year. The massive earthquake of 1950 in Assam
so intense that river Brahmaputra changed its course, bed rose upto
6-7 feet, mass changes of landform, and periodic flood and erosion
became common and as a result south bank of the river erosion
and flood started at Palashbari and around near the bank of river
Brahmaputra of south Kamrup, Palashbari a very developed trade
and commerce town was emerged during the British period. It
was also an important river port then , through which British
transported the valuable resources (forest, agriculture, handloom,
mineral) to their own. Later pre British period this town further
progressed but since 1952-55 onwards severe flood and bank
erosion began to destroy the town, people compelled to shift away
to other areas. The whole south Kamrup flood plain area the bank
erosion and frequent flood continued, villages and fertile agricultural
lands vanished one after another, people migrate to other places
provided government resettlement programmes and also people’s
own settlement arrangements.It is an emotional trazady as people
leave their home forever for calamity. The trazady further intensified
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looking homeless ,helpless poor people taking shelter on .
river embankment. A careful study on the vanishing villages onbank .
erosion in Palashbari revenue Circle area and the shifting villagers
resettlement details in order places and the impact on their socio-
economic status would be studied.Case study would be studied.

Permanent mitigation of the problems for the benefit of people m ay
be discussed with appropriate conclusion.

Keywords: Flood plain , Embankment, Mitigation, Case Study.
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THE MIGHTY RIVER BRAHMAPUTRA & THE
LIVELIHOOD OF PEOPLE IN ASSAM

Kakali Patgiri
Mphil, Dept of Economics , Gauhati University

ABSTRACT

Originating from Tibet’s Chema Yung Dung glacier, the river
Brahmaputra traverses 1625 km in China as Tsangpo before
entering India where it is spread over Arunachal Pradesh, Assam,
Meghalaya, Nagaland, Sikkim and West Bengal. In Assam,
Brahmaputra river has been playing a major role in cultural as well
as socio economic life of the people for centuries & even today it
still continues to influence the same by supporting intensive
agricultural practices & fishing. It is the source of livelihood for
huge number of people living in the region. The river also serves as
means of transportation & communication of people as well as
merchandise within & between Assam & other states, which in
addition creates employment opportunities in that field. Moreover,
the river Brahmaputra has immense potential in promoting
adventurous & pleasurable river tourism in line with Ganga at
Varanasi. There is huge scope for generation of power as well.
Because of this, the mighty Brahmaputra has been considered as
the life line of Assam as it has been influencing & shaping the
livelihood, infrastructural and institutional arrangements of Assamese
society. However, due to increased river bank erosion, unnatural
floods caused by several internal as well as external factors, there is
loss of land areas, saltation of cultivated land, huge loss to human
and animal lives, loss of livelihoods, damage to physical infrastructure.
This has put a question mark on the sobriquet of the mighty
Brahmaputra being the “Lifeline” of the people of Assam. In this
context, the present study attempts to analyze the current influences
of Brahmaputra river on the livelihood of the people in Assam both
in positive as well as negative sense.

Keywords: Brahmaputra, agriculture, transport, employment,
tourism, flood.
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BRAHMAPUTRA RIVER AND THE POTTERY CRAFT
IN SOUTH KAMRUP, ASSAM

Linu Sarma (Research Scholar)
Dr: T. R. Gogoi (Professor)
Dept. of Sociology, USTM
Email- linusarma@gmail.com

ABSTRACT

The River Brahmaputra is one of the largest river in the world. In
Assammillions of people are directly or indirectly depending on River Brahmaputra
fortheir livelihood in fishing, boating, agriculture etc. One of the important industry
which is mostly depends on river Brahmaputra in Assam is Pottery. Pottery isa
craft of making ceramic materials into pots by using some types of special mud.
There are different types of pottery wares. In South bank of Brahmaputra River,
there is a potter community- the Hiras. They are the native people of Assam.
Earthenware Pottery is their traditional occupation. They manufacture pottery by
hand without using wheel. For making this type of pottery Hira potters uses one
sticky type of blackish clay which is only available in the rivers which is known
as ‘Hiramati’. As the Brahmaputra looses huge acres of land year after year, this
sticky type of clay ‘Hiramati’ is taken away by the Brahmaputra. It affects the
livelihood of many potters for whom pottery is one and only source of Income. -
This pottery industry also provided engagement among the women of Hira
community. As the pottery among the Hiras is mainly a feminine activity. Sotheir
lives are mostly based on River Brahmaputra. Because of this problem now
many potters in South Kamrup left this indigenous craft and started another
occupation for their earning their livelihood. The study “BrahmaputraRiverand
the Pottery craft in South Kamrup, Assam” is an attempt to know the how the
river Brahmaputra affects day to day life of Hira potters in South Kamrup and
what are the problems faced by this potter community in their traditional craft.
For present research I will use both primary and secondary data. Where primary
datawill be obtain by conducting interviews using interview schedule, observation
method. Some case studies will also be used.

Keywords: River Brahmaputra, Livelihood, pottery, Hira potters, clay, problems.
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IMPORTANCE OF RIVER BRAHMAPUTRAAS A
SOURCE OF LIVELIHOOD

Manisha Bhagabati
Assistant Professor, Deptt, Of History
Narengi Anchalik Mahavidyalay -

ABSTRACT

Rivers are the backbone of human civilization. There are
various civilization formed around rivers. Rivers have beena source
of good since per history. In Assam Brahmaputra is a rich source of
fish and other edible aquatic life and a major source of water which
can be used for drinking and irrigation. Livelihood refers to their
means of securing the basic necessities food,water,shelter and
clothing of live. It is important to consider dependency on the rivers
and its resources. River provide excellent habitant and food for
many of the earths organism. Rivers helps in irrigation in the field of
farmers. They provide water for pisciculture which sustain many
livelihood. In Assam,River Brahmaputra play a very important role
as a source of livelihood. In Assam,the lives of thousands of residence
has run into muddy waters. Everyday passenger boats ferry
thousands of people from Silapathar in the North Bank of the
Brahmaputra to the southern bank tea city Dibrugarh. However the
river Brahmaputra is the source of livelihood for the fishermen. They
earn money for their families by catching and marketing the fish.
Another important point that river Brahmaputra is a rich source of
energy.
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RIVER CULTURE AND TOURISM OF
BRAHMAPUTRA

Mr. Uday Modak
Ex-Student( Bilaspur University)
Udaymodak8116@wgmail.com

ABSTRACT

Tourism involves travelling to relatively undisturbed or
uncontaminated natural areas with specific object of studying, admiring
and enjoying the scenery and its wild plants and animal, as well asany
existing cultural aspect found in these areas. The word tourism is familiar
to most English-speaking people. The meaning and significance of
tourism is different in different context. The words tour, tourist, and
tourism are frequently used interchangeably in the tourism business.
People. quite unknowingly, undertake travel that comes under the broad
ambit of tourism. Travellers may use different modes transportation
and accommodation as per their convenience and the affordablhty.apd
availability of these services. People travelling from theirown domicile
spend on their various travel needs such as accommo_datlon, fopd,
transport, shopping. entertainment, etc., at their destinations. Tourism
is characterized as a phenomenon that is highly influenced by factors
such as scasonality, change in income, change in taste and lifestyle, and
attitude. The mighty river Brahmaputra has a braided channel for most

if its passage through Assam. There is a constant shifting of the river
channels and the sandy shoals. Its southward shift in the Assam plains

has bgen quite conspicuous in the recent years. It carries a lot of siltand

there is excessive meandering. Theriver is nearly 16 km wide at Dibrugarh

and forms many islands, the most important of which is Majuli. It is 90

km long and measures 20 km at its widest, having an area of 1,250 sq

km. With rainfall concentrated during the monsoon months only the

river has to carry enormous quantities of water and silt which results

in disastrous floods in the rainy season. The floods caused by the

Brahmaputra in Assam Valley affect on an average area of 8 to10 lakh

sq km. The Brahmaputra is thus truly a river of Sorrow. However, the

river is navigable for a distance of 1,384 km upto Dibrugarh and serves

as an excellent water transport route.

Keywords: Tourism, Cultural aspect, Brahmaputra, Assam Valley,

Dibrugarh.
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BIODIVERSITY OF BRAHMAPUTRA RIVERAND ITS
SURROUNDING

Mrinal Medhi
Assistant professor, Department of Geography
Narangi Anchalik Mahavidyalaya, Guwahati, Assam, India
E-mail: mrinalmedhi2014@gmail.com

ABSTRACT

Rivers have played a critical role in the growth of human civilizations
across the globe and have been well-known as habitats of thousands
of fauna and flora including turtles, crocodiles as well as mammals
such as dolphins, otters. The Ganges-Brahmaputra river basin has
0.12% of the world’s land mass. The biodiversity of these rivers is
characterised by high species richness, by the occurrence of many
rare, endangered, threatened species and many endemics species.

Brahmaputra valley is the largest plain in the northeast region
and has a great significance for its rich vegetation and wildlife. The
forest types found in this region are mostly tropical which harbours a
rich pool of biodiversity. The forests and grasslands along the river is
a habitat for a variety of wildlife including tiger, clouded leopard,
capped langur, gaur, barasingha deer, sloth bear, wild water buffalo
etc. It has the India’s largest population of Asian elephant, and the
world’s largest population of Indian rhinoceros. The Brahmaputra is
a barrier to the migration of wildlife species such as pygmy hog,
golden langur, western hoolock gibbon etc. The valley is home of
rich bird life with 370 species of which two are endemic, the Manipur
bush quail and the marsh babbler, the Bengal florican is very rare.
Other common species are grey hornbill, peacock pheasant, great
hornbill, brown hornbill etc. The valley is also rich in flora like typical
canopy trees, deciduous trees, species of mahogany, bamboos etc.

The present paper attempts to study the biodiversity of both flora
and fauna of river Brahmaputra and its surrounding area of Kaziranga,
Majuli and various small riverine island of river Brahmaputra.
Keywords: Brahmaputra, Biodiversity , Kaziranga, Majuli , Pygmy
hog.
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PROSPECTS AND PROBLEMS OF RIVER TOURISM
IN ASSAM

Mrinal Sarma
Assistant Professor
Narangi Anchalik Mahavidyalaya
E-mail: mrinal1973@gmail.com

ABSTRACT

The North Eastern region of India is a place of beauty. The
rich natural beauty and exotic flora and fauna of the seven sisters of
the North East are full of invaluable resources for the development
of tourism industry more specifically, the eco tourism. Assam, the
state of North East has a riverine civilisation, society and economy.
The Brahmautra is the mightiest river of the world. The state Assam
has extensive over network. The Brahmautra is the intrinsic to the

‘'socio cultural life in Assam. Assam has immense opportunity to

develop river tourism and water leisure activity .The genuine
* involvement of govt. of Assam and people of Assam will definitely
enhance the tourism market in Assam in near future. Keeping in
view of this the paper tries to show the future prospects and
problems associated with the river tourism in Assam.

Key words: River tourism, Prospects, Civilisation, Opportunity,
Future.
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EDUCATION IN THE CHAR AREAS OF RIVER
BRAHMAPUTRA

Mukta Purkayastha
Asstt. Professor, Deptt. of English
Narangi Anchalik Mahavidyalaya

ABSTRACT

The mighty river Brahmaputra has been, and still continues
to be the life line of millions of people in Assam, irrespective of

" caste, creed, religion and occupation. The char areas near the river

valley, are almost distributed across, 23 sub- divisions of 134 districts,
from Sadiya in the east to Dhubri in the west. These areas, being
mostly triangular in shape is very much prone to frequent floods of
violent nature creating havoc to life and property. The areas are
mostly inhabited by the minorities, usually the migrants, who are
typical Diaspora of South- Asia, having no permanent settlement.
Cultivation has been their principal occupation, and are often found
quite backward in socio-economic field. If the literacy rate of these
region is taken into account, we find the graph is in a descending
order. Poor economic condition, literacy of parents, lack of teachers
have been the main cause of low enrolment in schools. Recent study
reveal that due to lack of self finance, proper infrastructure, and
poor communication, villagers are lagging behind in educating
themselves. Child labour is still prevalent, and women literacy is
too low. Though they are rich in cultural heritage, family environment,
mode of livelihood pattern and geographical factors exercise
considerable influence on the educational system in the areas. The
char areas thus exhibit a grim situation, with various negative
prospects affecting the course, nature and intensity in the field of
Education.

Keyword: Diaspora, education, communication, child-labour,
literacy.
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ROLE OF RIVER BRAHMAPUTRA INTHE
DEVELOPMENT OF GUWAHATI CITY -AN URBAN
PLANNING APPROACH

Parangam Sarma Basistha', Namrata Talukdar’
12 A sst. Professor, Guwahati College of Architecture, Guwahati,
psbasistha32(@gmail.com', namratatalukdar91 @gmail.com’

ABSTRACT

The importance of river in the emergence of cities is
inescapable as human settlements, originally, took shape of cities
along riverbanks itself. Rivers act as main source for food,
transportation, industries etc. Brahmaputra is also not an exception.
Throughout the history of Assam where Brahmaputra flows fora
length of 640kms, people of 22 districts are using the river to meet
their livelihood directly or indirectly in terms of transportation use,
fishing and cultivation use, and employment purpose.

The research will focus on the scope and opportunities of
the mighty river Brahmaputra in the development process of the
largest city of Assam i.e Guwahati. The approach will include
understanding of various physical, social and environmental factors
that affects the future growth and development of Guwahati city as
well as investigating future aspects of development and opportunities
for planning and development of the city.

. Various primary study and secondary sources will be used
to fulfil the study.

Keywords:Brahmaputra, City Development, Guwahati.
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ECONOMIC BACKWARDNESS OF THE CHAR
INHABITANTSAND THE RESULTANT IMPACT ON
THEIR ENVIRONMENTAL CONSCIOUSNESS: A

CASE STUDY OF BARPETA DISTRICT

Prakash Das. M.A. (Economics, B.H.U.). M.Phil. (Pursuing,
Gauhati University)
Disha Neog. M.A. (Economics. Gauhati University)
Mprinal Saikia. M.A. (Economics. Gauhati University), Ph.D.
(Pursuing. Gauhati University)

ABSTRACT

Historically and geographically detached from mainstream
India. development process in the north-eastern states has not been
at par with the rest. This disparity is starker when we see the
condition of the people living in the Char arcas of the Brahmaputra.
In terms of availability and accessibility to basic amenities, the char
communities are lagging far behind the mainland populationand to
throw light on this gap is the first aim of this research. To establish
this. the socio-economic conditions of the char areas are compared
to the average level of Assam and more specifically to the conditions
of Kamrup (Metro). The second objective is to see how, due to
cconomic backwardness, efficient are the char people in terms of
cnvironmental consciousness. More technically. this is an attempt
to empirically test the environmental Kuznet's curve hypotheses.
Fnvironmental consciousness is measured using the method of C02
cquivalent and ecological footprint. This is done as a case study of
Barpeta district. In anutshell, the aim of'this research is to see how
much *development” has percolated amongst the deprived mass in
creating environmental awareness.
Kevywords: Char village. environmental consciousness,
onvironmental Kuznet's curve, CO2 equivalent, ecological footprint,

Barpceta district

& Tourism With Special Reference to Brahamuptra // 88

National Seminar on River Culture




A ROAD LESS TAKEN: ADVENTURE
TOURISM WITH SPECIAL REFERENCE
TO THE BRAHMAPUTRA

Pratyush Goswami
Student, Dept of Electrical Engineering
Assam Engineering College

ABSTRACT

Adventure tourism, as the name signifies is a
niche tourism involving certain adventure or experience
which comes with some risk (real or perceived) to
provide a sense of thrill or excitement to the seeker.
Adventure tourism has grown exponentially in recent
years and generated large revenues solely due to the
fact that tourists all over the world want to explore new
destinations and are looking for rare, incomparable
experiences.

Brahmaputra, the mighty male river and its banks
has tremendous scope to implement adventure tourism
of various genres ranging from trekking, zip-lining,
rock-climbing to rafting, diving, bungee jumping and
many more. The hills encompassing the Brahmaputra
are ideal for trekking, rock climbing, zip-lining and many
more due to its varied topography and natural
vegetation. The water currents in the Brahmaputra arc
ideal for rafting, canoeing and even jet-skiing. The
bridges on the river encourage various other activities
like bungee-jumping, diving etc which are attracting a
lot of attention from thrill seekers in recent years, and
combining all these with traditional practices like river
swimming, fishing etc provides a mouth watering
prospect of limitless possibilities. This niche tourism

National Seminar on River Culture & Tourism With Special Reference to Brargmﬁptra 1/ 89




has enormous potential to gener
enhance cultural immersion

with requisite safety guidelin
the proliferation of this t

sometimes safety proced
implemented and ¢

the tourist This pr
administration o

ate revenues and
if properly implemented
es. The only hindrance to
ourism is the fact that
ures are not properly
hat embeds doubt in the minds of
oblem is rasily solvable with strict
I safety guidelines and better
C“(/llf/)l]?L‘I]IS. Adventure tourism is a sus.lainable practice
forth socio cconomic and cult.l;'ral

: : revailin
development of th'c rcglon) a};wfi :S?Esltcstit:; Eljgh en%l
tourism market 1n Pl_ac" 7 @ . A%
customers. This paper is descriptive n nat.ure and 18
focused on Adventure tourism and its various types,
along with its possibilities and implementation on the
Brahmaputra and nearby regions. The data for the study

has b_ccn collected primarily from various books, journals
and internet sources.

which brings

Keywords: Adventure, tourism. Brahmaputra, safety,
socio-economic development
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BRAHMAPUTRA: WITNESS TO HISTORICAL
EVENTS WITH SPECIAL REFERENCE TO THE
BATTLE OF SARAIGHAT

Preety Mala Baruah
Assistant Professor, Department of History
Narangi Anchalik Mahavidyalaya

ABSTRACT

Assam, for ages has been a riverine civilisation, society and culture.
The foundation and centre of this riverine culture and society has been and
continues to be the mighty river Brahmaputra. River Brahmaputra, the lifeline of
Assam has predominantly influenced and shaped the infrastructure, institutional
arrangements and overall the history of the people of Assam. In fact Assam’s
geology, geography, history, culture and society cannot be envisioned without the
Brahmaputra.

Assam History is replete with stories of battles, conquests, annexations
and reconciliation on the banks of the Brahmaputra. Many decisive battles were
fought, the river always playing a crucial role in providing a natural defence and
inspiring the kings, ministers, generals and the people to strengthen their defensive
potential by constructing forts and ramparts called garh, usually at the strategic
places. The most important battle fought on the bank of the Brahmaputra was the
Battle of Saraighat in 1672 where General Lachit Borphukan inflicted a crushing
defeat on the Mughal general Ram Singha. This victory earned for Lachit
Borphukan immortal fame. It was one of the most outstanding naval victories. It
is very crucial in the annals of history as the outcome of the battle allowed the
eastern part of India to preserve its temple, culture, tradition and overall its
identity.

The Battle of Saraighat is the only battle in the history that was fought
entirely in river i.e. the Brahmaputra River. Lachit’s victory halted the Mughal
march into Assam. It kept the political control with the Ahoms. The present
shape of the country is a sum total of all the various contributions through the
ages by innumerable personalities. Each of them battled in their own way to
uphold the Indic culture and lead us to where we are today.

Keywords: Brahmaputra, Ahom Mughal conflict, Battle of Saraighat, Lachi it
Borphukan.
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IMPACT OF BRAHMAPUTRA RIVER ON ECONOMIC
LIFE OF ASSAM WITH SPECIAL REFFRENCE TO THE
CHENGA BLOCK OF BARPETA DISTRICT- A STUDY

Rajibloson Medhi
Assistant Professor. Pragjvotish B.Ed College Pacharia
rajiblosonmedhi @ email.com

ABSTRACT

The Brahmaputra is one of the major rivers of Asia, a trans-
boundary river which follows throw China. India and Bangladesh. The
river is about 2900 km long. Brahmaputra is braided river originating in
southwestern Tibet when it is called Yearlung Tsangpo River, The climate
ol Brahmaputra valley varies from the harsh. cold and dry conditions
found in Tibet to generally hot and humid conditions prevailing in Assam
State. The river is considered sacred by the Hindus as many mythological
tales are associated with this River. There have many positive impact of
Brahmaputra River on the economic life of Assam. People and
communities in 22 districts of Assam use River Brahmaputra for meeting
their livelihood in the form of wading of cattle. fishing and cultivation of
different types of crops, irrigation and riverine transport. But river bank
crosion. denudation. saltation and sand casting etc have both directly
and indirectly affected the livelihood of the people of the state in the

form ol displacement. loss of livelihood. land and jobs.
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BRAMHAPUTRA- INFOLKLORE, MUSIC AND
LITERATURE

Rashmi Jha
M.Sc Bioinformatics,
Dibrugarh University
Former Guest Lecturer, Pandu College, Guwahati

ABSTRACT

The Bramhaputra is a precious gift of nature to India,
especially to its North east region. For its people, the Bramhaputra
is more than just a geographical entity. Their very lives revolve
around it.

The Bramhaputra (meaning ‘son of Bramha’ in Sanskrit)
river originates in the Chemayungdung mountain ranges which is
nearly sixty miles south—east of Mansarovar lake in the Mount
Kailash range in Southern Tibet at an elevation of 5300 m. A spring
called Tamchok khambab spills from the glacier which later gathers
breath and volume to become the Tsangpo, the highest river in the
world. Tsangpo or the Bramhaputra River flows 1625 km in Tibet
parallel to the main range of Himalayas before entering India through
Arunachal Pradesh. Before entering India, the river passes Pi (Pe)
in Tibet and suddenly turns to the north and northeast and cuts a
course through a succession of great narrow gorges between the
mountain Gyala Peri and Namjabarwa (Namcha Barwa) in a series
of rapids and cascades. The river enters Arunachal Pradesh near
Gelling where it is known as the Siang or Dihang. The total length of
Siang River is 294.5 km till its point of confluence with Dibang and
Lohit River. The SiangRiver meets two other major tributaries of
Brahmaputra, Dibang and Lohit in the west of Sadiya, at a place
named Kobo. From this confluence point. the river is known as the
Brahmaputra till it enters Bangladesh. In India the journey of the
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river Brahmaputra is 918 km long. The river crosses Assam below
Dhubri and enters Bangladesh where the river is known as Jamuna
and it flows for 337 km.

The Bramhaputra has the rare distinction of being the only
male river in India. all other rivers in India are considered female. It
is the third largest river in the world and is the biggest river in India.

In Assam. the Brahmaputra River is also known by several
other names i.e. “Luit". *Siri Luit’, ‘Bor Luit’ ‘Bor Noi’. For the
people of Assam. the Brahmaputra is a symbol of great pride. It is
celebrated in the history. literature. mythology, poetry, folklore and
songs of Assam.

Such is the influence of the river on the life, beliefs and
cultures of the people, who live on its banks that each and every
group of people tribal or non-tribal has lores and legends associated
with the river. Each group has a vast treasure of folk-songs and
folk-literature associated with the adoration, appeasement and
worshipping of the mighty Bramhaputra.

For the writers. composers and singers in Assam, the
changing moods of the river have provided them just the kind of
inspiration they needed. It figured in their poems, songs, storiesand
novels with great regularity. In this context, the names of
[.akshminath Bezbaruah, Jyotiprasad Agarwalla and Dr. Bhupen
I Hazarika are note-worthy. The name ‘Mahabahu Bramhaputra’ was
first coined by Dr. Bhupen Hazarika in his song. Dr. Bhupen Hazarika

is also known as the Bard of Bramhaputra.

Special mention must be made of Santanukulnandanan—

a novel woven around the mighty Bramhaputra that fetched Purabi
Bormudoi the noted Assamese novelist, the prestigious Sahitya
Akademi award in the year 2007.
Methodology: The present paper is based on analytic and descriptive
method. The required information is gathered from secondary data
Keywords- Bramhaputra, Tsangpo, Lakshminath Bezbarua,
Jyotiprasad Agarwalla, Dr. Bhupen Hazarika,
Suantanukulnandanan.
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NAME AND SOURCE HISTORY OF BRAHMAPUTRA
RIVER
Reeta Dutta Hazorika
Principal i/c. Narangi Anchalik Mahavidyalaya
Narangi, Guwahati— 171

ABSTRACT

The mighty river Brahmaputra divided Assam into two parts.
The river touched the every districtof the Assam valley. The
tributaries of the Brahmaputra River are some of the major rivers of
Northeast India. They feed most of the fertile plains in the zone.
Hindu tradition describes the river as rising in the sacred pool of or
ParshuramKund , situated on the Brahmaputra plateau in the lower
reaches of the Lohit River and 21 km north of Tezu in Lohit district
of Arunachal Pradesh. In ancient time Brahmaputra was also known
as — Hardini, Hradya, Antasila, Antiboli, Khatai, Brami,
Cayandhauni, Parsilis, Sersilis, Khamaun, Kainas, Daonias,
Carahatika, Caor, Caya, Chiamay etc. In Assamese “Brohmoputrd
is Nod (male river)” not node (female river), because they believes
the river Brahmaputra is son of Brahma -Putra (putra means son).
The masculine name of the river —a unique thing in India- is attributed
ancient Hindu mythology.Brahmaputra is an Aryan term. It is also
found that Ahoms, after coming here named the river—Nam Doa
Fi’ which means the river of of God Tarak (Star) Dihing and Lohit
rivers flowing to the North East of Assam join Dihong river to create
Brahmaputra river and these have transformed into a huge stream.
In Sanskrit language this river is also known as ‘Lohitya which means
red river in Hindi. Besides, there is a Pauranic story associated with
this name. This story is related to Parshuram and his sins. However,
even this story seems a myth. This is a fact that — Assam has been
cited as — ‘state of red river and blue mountains, and these stand
for—Lauhitya and Neelachal.

Keyword:Brahmaputra, ParasuramKund, Lohit, Assam, Ahom .
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IDE

PEOPLE WITH SPECIAL REFERENCE TO GOALP.
DISTRICT OF ASSAM

INFORMAL SECTORAMONGTHE RIVERS

Rizuwana Sultana', Dr. T.R. Gogoi’
'Rescarch Scholar, Department of Sociology
2professor. Department of Sociology
' University of Science & Technology: Meghalaya
rizuwana.glp@gmail.com

ABSTRACT

Informal or unorganized sector is that part of economy W}}’°h
is neither taxed nor monitored by any form of government. It provt ?s
critical economic opportunities for the poor and unslillled-peolf’. ¢
particularly for women. Informal sector, also known as ‘working ;;r
cash’. has been expanding rapidly day by day and more than 907
women workers are engaged in this sector. Itis observed that most
of'the people living on the bank of river or the riverside peOPI?afe
unskilled for which informal sector is the only way for their earning.

Therefore, the present study is an attempt t0 explore the forms
ol informal workers among the riverside people of Brahmaputra and
their living condition in Goalpara district. The district is situated onthe
South bank of Brahmaputra river and the people residing at the
riverside area are basically backward and unskilled for which engaged
largely in informal sector. The study will reveal the different forms of
informal workers living in a backward condition withno security for
their livelihood. particularly the women workers.

The research methodology used for the present study is
descriptive and explorative based on both primary and secondary
sources of data. Secondary data will be drawn from books, journals,
official reports. etc. and the primary data will be collected by taking
interview of those riverside people with the help of Interview Schedule.
Keywords- Informal sector, riverside. women, unskilled and
security.
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LEGENDS AND BELIEFS ASSOCIATED WITH THE
RIVER BRAHMAPUTRA:A FOLKLORISTIC
APPROACH

Rosie Patangia
Asstt. Professor and HOD, Department of English
NarangiAnchalikMahavidyalaya, Narangi, Guwahati-171

ABSTRACT

Legends are an important genre of folklore. Folklore refers
the traditions, beliefs and customs which are handed down through
generations by word of mouth. The mighty river Brahmaputra has
often fascinated the people of Assam as it is the life-blood of the
people. It is an important river as it passes through three different
countries of the world, namely, India, China and Bangladesh. Itis
the only male river in the entire globe. The river Brahmaputrahasa
plethora of legends associated with it. It is said that the river
Brahmaputra is the son of Lord Brahma and hence it derives its
name. Various beliefs, customs, and the culture of different
communities are linked with this great river. The Brahmaputra is
considered to be sacred by the people and is often worshipped on
different religious occasions. Different rituals are performed by the
various communities on the bank of the river Brahmaputrasince time
immemorial. The river has often been mentioned as ‘Lohit’ by Dr.
Bhupen Hazarika in his mellifluous songs. This paper is an attempt
to probe into the various legends and beliefs linked with this major
river of the world, the great Brahmaputra.
Keywords: legends, beliefs, Brahmaputra, folklore
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EVALUATION OF LAND-MASS DYNAMICSAND
RIVER CHANNEL MIGRATION IN MAJULI RIVER
ISLAND OF ASSAM — A SPATIO-TEMPORAL
ANALYSIS USING REMOTE SENSING AND GIS

TECHNIQUES.

Runjun Gogoi and Prasanna Boruah
Assam Remote Sensing Application Centre
Assam Science Technology and Environment Council,
Bigyan Bhavan, G.S. Road, Guwahati — 781 006, Assam

E-mail : pboruah.21@gmail.com
ABSTRACT

Majuli is recognised as the world’s largest river island in the
Brahmaputra River in Assam and in 2016 became the first island to be madea
district in India. Originally it had occupied an area of 880 square kilometres at
the beginning of the 20th century, but having lost significantly to erosion, prcse.ntly
it covers an area of 352 square kilometers only. Considering the impact of river
channel migration due to erosion and frequent flood on the shrinkage of land area
of the island. an attempt has been made to prepare a geo-spatial database on the
trend of changing behavior of the river channels surrounding the area and estimate
the changes in the land mass which has a direct impact on the land use and land
cover scenario of the island. Multi-date imagery obtained from different remote
sensing satellites supported with Survey of India’s topographical maps are used
to prepare the land use and land cover map and characterization of the river
channel migration through visual interpretation techniques with the help of
Geographical Information System (GIS). The maps and database generated
through the study indicate a considerable loss in the land area even though there
is insignificant gain of land at some locations due to river channel migration over
a period of 50 years. The results of the study can be used while for planning for
any sustainable protective and developmental measures to prevent further loss
of the island.

Keywords : River island, erosion, channel migration, land mass, land use, land
cover. remote sensing, GIS, database, sustainable development.
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BRAHMAPUTRA: THE LIFELINE OF ASSAMESE
PEOPLE

RUPLEKHA PHUKAN BARTHAKUR -
Asst.Professor,Deptt.of English
Narangi Anchalik Mahavidyalaya
Email: ruplekhaS@yahoo.com

ABSTRACT

The Brahmaputra is one of the major rivers of Asia possessing
mythological importance. The term ‘Brahmaputra® means ‘Son of
Brahma’in Sanskrit and is one of the few male rivers.It is considered
as a ‘Nad’.Mount Kailash ,the origin of Brahmaputra river is the
abode of Lord Shiva and Goddess Parvati. The river is given the
status of a living God. In ancient times it was called Lauhitya and
found mention in various forms in the early inscriptions and literary
texts.To the people of Assam ,it is known by the different names of
Borluit, Burhaluit, Luit, Siriluit Bornai. The different Tribal communities
refer to the river with their own local names.Flowing through the
length and breadth of Assam from Sadiya to Dhubri.the
lands.cities.towns,hamlets along the river Brahmaputra attain
mythological importance. Brahmaputra is respected with cqual
devotion by the Buddhists, Jains and Tibetans.t is the lifeline of our
state as the livelihood of its people depend largely on thisriver. Itis
found that places along the Brahmaputra are highly
populated. Tourism wise also,the city of Guwahati with Maa
Kamakhya Temple and the smallest river island Umananda in the
world is found here.Manas Sanctuary,Kaziranga National
Park,Majuli, the largest river island are also near the river, which is
adecisive element in boosting tourism hub of the state.But the river
is prone to catastrophic flooding in spring when the Himalayas snows
melts and cause devastation and terror, yet the river is the identity
of the Assamese people.culture and tradition.

Keywords: Mythological, tourism,lifeline,Identity,livelihood.
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PRESENT AND REAL DANGER OF
HYRDOPOLITICS: AREVIEW ON
UNDERSTANDING THE REAL PERSPECTIVE ON
HYRDOPOLITICS BETWEEN INDIAAND CHINA
WITH SPECIAL REFERENCE TO NORTH- EAST

INDIA

SailajanandaSaikia
Associate Professor, Dept. of Geography
Rajiv Gandhi University, Itanagar, Arunachal Pradesh
s.sailajananda@gmail.com
BishmitaMedhi
Assistant Professor, Dept. of Geography
Tihu College, Tihu, Nalbari, Assam

bishmita.elsa@gmail.com

ABSTRACT

North East India is a very sensitive region in terms of
cultural, social and political front, but in the larger contrary Indian
subcontinent is continually facing rising incidents related to water
events or conflicts. The main reason behind is to the friction due to
water is ratio of freshwater percentage to population percentage
which is at a dismal low of 0.38 for Indian subcontinent whereas
the rest of world average is 1.16. Water covers almost 71 per
cent of the earth’s surface. Yet, only three per cent of that water
is potable, out of which two per cent is held in glaciers and ice
caps. Even this percentage is rapidly shrinking due to growing
human population, increased economic activity and rapid
pollution.

Majority of the water resources available in India and more
so in Northeast India are transboundary in nature making the region
one of the most hotly contested region of the world. Cooperation
along transboundary rivers among hydropolitically sensitive countries
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is all the more complicated due to the absence of distinct international
laws on shared waters. The unresolved boundary issues further
exacerbates the problem. North east India as middle downstream
riparian in the Brahmaputra river system (spanning across China,
India, Bhutan and Bangladesh) is highly susceptible to water resource
projects (especially storage types) planned by China on the upstream.
The lack of trust and absence of sound political partnership makes
dialogue in the area of water resources between India and China a
rare phenomenon which defies joint water cooperation.

When increase in population is read together with demands
arising from prevalent consumption patterns, it presents a bleak
future scenario. It has been projected that two out of three people
in the world will live in water-stressed conditions by the year
2030. :
This paper covers the different aspects of Sino-Indian
hydropolitics keeping in view the long term consequences on the
issues related to and beyond the Brahmaputra river. In addition, a
distinct water conflict management approach has been considered
to examine the hydropolitical stability between India and China.

Keywo{'ds: Northeast India; Brahmaputra River; Hyrdopolitics;
transboundary; future sovereignty.
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ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES OF RIVER TOURISM IN ASSAM

Saurav Baishya', Niraj Kumar Bawa?
Student, B.A. LLB, Gauhati University, Guwahati,Assam

ABSTRACT

Brahmaputra river is the life line to the people of Assam
. The river Brahmaputra passes a number of stages during the
course of its journey .Along its course the Brahmaputra passes
through to Tibet (Yarlung Tsangpo), the Indian states of Arunachal
Pradesh and Assam, and Bangladesh (Yamuna).People living in
the valley comes from diverse origin and culture. With its length
about 3,848 km long, it is one of the major rivers in Asia and
has enormous importance and continues to be the lifeline to
millions of peoples in Assam irrespective of different occupation
they pursue. Though there exists enough potential of tourism
related activities in the river must has not been done to explore
and developed the same as is observed to still inadequate, adhoc,
piecemeal, and unsatisfactory. To reduce the devastating effect
and to continue to realize its benevolence on the socio-economic
life ;immediate, short term and long-term measures in the form
of environmentally, economically , socially and culturally
sustainable measures need to be taken up by all the relevance
stake holders that includes the government, the industrial houses,
the affected and affecting communities and most importantly by
the civil society. Our aim throughout the study is to provide
definitive and plans to promote tourism and the river culture
which will help in accomplishing the ultimate goal.

The study is based on secondary data and information.
The secondary data will be collected from environmental books
. newspapers, journals and internet. :

Keywords: Biodiversity, lifeline, unsatisfactory, socio-
cconomic, measures, sustainable.
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PRIVATISATION OF RIVERAND ITS IMPACT ON
PEOPLE WITH SPECIAL REFERNCE TO RIVER
BRAHMAPUTRA

Sudarshan Goswami B.A.,LLB(Hons)
Himangshu Sonowal B.A.,LLB(Hons)
National Law University and Judicial Academy Assam

ABSTRACT

Water, a chemical substance but still one of the most essential
component of a human beings life from a biological point of view
has many unique properties that are necessary and are critical
properties for the life on earth to prosper. This chemical substance
is one of the fundamental reason for photosynthesis and respiration
without which life on earth is not possible. Also it can be noted from
history that wherever there is water, human civilizations have
flourished tremendously. The Mesopotamian civilization, the
Sumerian and the Indus civilizatins all have flourished due to the
major rivers Tigirs, Euphrates, Tiber and the Indus. The Humans
have used Water for Agriculture, as a scientific standard, for drinking,
washing, transportation, chemical uses, heat exchange, fire extinction.
recreation, water industry, industrial applications, food processing
and medical use etc.

Now in the current scenario, with water crisis in the world
many governments around the world started advocating solutions
like the commoditization, mass diversion of water and the
privatization of water. The privatization of water involves transferring
of water resources control and water management service to the
private companies. It includes the operation and management, bill
collection, treatment, distribution of water and waste water treatment.

But the problem with the privatization of water is that it
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increases the price of water with hidden costs which involves

water collection, purification and distribution of water. Also the .

privatization of water may lead to inaccesability of water for the
poor because of the high water tariffs. And also the privatization of
water will result in the unsustainable extraction of water by the private
big water corporations for profit maximizing and which will
subsequently destroy the water bodies and aquifers. Also thereisa
chance of compromise in the quality of water to reduce its cost for
more profit. Also the privatization of water will finally lead to water
exports being a profit based business and so it will slowly transfer
from local communities to MNCs which wil for profit haphazardly
use the water resource which will have dangerous ecological and
environmental consequences.

In the present paper we will discuss about the impact of
privatization of water and its consequences in general with also a
special reference to River Brahmaputra, The paper will also discuss
the Politcal influence on Privatization of water in the world with a
reference to River Brahmaputra. The paper will discuss how the
political decisions can influence the privatization of water and How
adecision made based on political influence can effect rivers and
the River Brahmaputra i general ?

Keywords : Water; Privatization; River Brahmaputra, MNC
Research Methodology

The Present paper is complety a doctrinal research and is completely
a library based study and most of the data collected are from
different primary and secondary sources. All the informations
obtained for this paper are from the library or from the old
documents of the Government offices.

No empirical method is being used to write this paper. The sources
which were used to write this paper is referred in citations and
footnotes. All the names of the books, journals and online material
which are being used for research will be clearly mentioned in the
bibliography section of this paper.
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LIL BAHADUR CHHETRI’S BRAHMAPUTRA KO
CHEU CHEU : ASAGA OF NEPALI MIGRANTS

Sumitra D’Chettry
Asstt. Professor. Deptt.of English, Narangi Anchalik
Mahavidyalaya

ABSTRACT

Migration is a global phenomenon and literature abounds in it,
reflecting it in its real and pure essence. Migration of Nepali people
to Northeast India has always raised many questions both politically
and socially. Four different historical perspectives have been
provided about Nepalis venturing into India specifically Northeast
India, which dates back to three centuries. The reasons as to why
they chose Northeast India to migrate , to a certain aspect has been
represented in Lil Bahadur Chhetri’s novel Brahmaputra ko Cheu
Cheu, which even won the writer the Sahitya Academy Award.
The writer born, brought up, educated and living in Assam has given
a first hand impression of still being a migrant after all these centuries
of still being a part of the greater Assamese society. Chhetri is an
example of the pain and plight of the migrant settlers who have
settled here, hence the emotions are genuine. The title of the novel
as suggestive revolves round the mighty Brahmaputra, the life line
of the state and also the witness to the many upheavals the migrants
faced/facing as of today.

KeyWords : Migrants, Northeast, Brahmaputra, Revolves,
Perspectives.
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ASSAM: ITS TOURISM INDUSTRY AND ECONOMIC
DEVELOPMENT

Trishna Medhi
Assisstant teacher , Radhakrishnan Central Academy, Morigaon

ABSTRACT

Tourism is the fastest growing segment which contributes in
country’s economic development as well as a good platform for
employment generation. Assam is blessed with natural beauty,
historical monuments, cultural diversities and wild lives that can
attract millions of people from different places. Information from
secondary sources indicates that revenue collection through tourism
is increasing year by year. Therefore, tourism industry in Assam is
getting more and more importance in recent times. Moreover, the
Brahmaputra, life line of Assam helps in developing tourism industry.
The major aim of this paper is to explore the role of tourism in
Assam’s socio-economic development

Key words : tourism industry, revenue, cultural diversities, historical
monuments.
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RIVER TOURISM AND ITS SUSTAINABILITY WITH
SPECIAL REFERENCE TO BRAHMAPUTRA

UPAMA SAIKIA
ABSTRACT

River culture is an agricultural nation or civilization situated
beside and drawing sustenance from ariver. India is knownasa
country of diverse culture. It is found that India’s civilization evolved
on the bank of the rivers. Rivers have the credit of bringing life.
livelihood, religion, beliefs, wisdom, demands and devotion.
Understanding future expectations commensurate with the present
demands can be possible in conserving socio-cultural and natural
environment of a destination, which can be referred as sustainable
tourism. Tourism has been identified as one of the important segment.
which could accelerate the development of a region. This paper
deals with how river tourism impact river culture. It will also highlight
the sustainability issues in river tourism with special reference to
almighty Brahmaputra. The Brahmaputra has been and continues
to be the lifeline to millions of people in Assam irrespective of different
occupation they pursue. The river tourism project envisages an
integrated development of river tourism in Brahmaputra river by
identifying and integrating the hot spots along the banks of the
Brahmaputra. The present paper highlights the dependency of
tourism on rivers and pointing out the positive and negative effects
of it. Further it will deal with the role of government and requirements
that are necessary to maintain the sustainability of Brahmaputrariver
tourism. The methodology used in the study is qualitative in nature.
It is mainly based on secondary data. The data is collected from
government reports, newspapers, books and various websites. The
suggestions made in the paper are based on personal experiences
and observations done, while visiting the city.

Keywords: River Culture, River Tourism, Sustainable Tourism,
Civilization, Diverse Culture.
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